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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Although
some of them do apply it, most of the
States have found that it is not the
answer to the problem. I repeat: if we
want to call a halt, we will call a halt
to prosperity. A growing country like this
is bound to have its troubles; where we
have a progressive country we are bound
to have problems; we will have growing
pains, but the way to prevent them is not
to clamp down and stop the child from
growing. Rather than criticise us, help
us to get on with the job.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time and passed.

House adjourned al 9.7 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
CROSSWALKS

"No Standing” Rule

1. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Works:

Will he lay on the Table of the
House the Main Road Department
Traffic Engineering Branch flles
dealing with the “no standing”
arrangement at the approach side
of marked pedestrian crossings?

Mr. WILD replied:

Yes.
The papers were tabled.

IRON ORE

Operation of Leases at
Koolyanobbing

2. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is any form of work, drilling or
otherwise, being performed by the
State on the iron ore leases of
B.H.P. at Koolyanobbing?

(2) If so—

(a) what is the nature of the
work;

(b) when did work commence;

(¢» what expenditure has been in-
curred to date;

(d) why is the State involved in
this expenditure?

(3} Are there any other examples of
the Government paying for work
to be done on mining leases?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1> B.H.P. holds no leases for iron ore
at Koolyanohbbing. The iron-ore
deposits at Koelyanobbing, Bun-
galbin, and Dowd's Hill were re-
cently contract-drilled for the
Government by the BH.P. Com-~
pany.

(2) Information regarding this work
is as follows:—

(a}) Drilling.

(b) January last.

(¢) Total cost of drilling was
£35,928.

(d) The work was part of the
Government’'s plan to obtain
an accurate assessment of the
ore reserves in the main iron
deposits in the State.

Similar work is being undertaken

on other deposits by other con-

tractors.

(3) The depasits drilled, and being
drilled, are not leased to any party.
Apart from Koclan Island and
Cackatoo Island, all iron-ore de-
posits are at present reserved to
the Crown.

CROSSWALKS
Maintenance of Zigzag Lines

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Transport:

(1> What is the cost of the initial
marking of the zigzag lines at the
approaches {0 a pedestrian eross-
walk?

(2) How frequently on the main high-
ways is it anticipated repainting
will be necessary?

(3> What is the eslimated cost of
each such repainting?

Mr. PERKINS replied:

(1) £3 10s. on two-lane roads, and £7
on four-lane roads.

(2) Four to six months.

(3) As for No. (1),

F.R.Y. “PERON"
Effect of Breakdown on Research
Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1> Did the breakdown of FR.V.
Peron for eigh{ weeks cause the
curtailment of the investigations

into catching of schnapper by
trapping?
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(2) What other investigations or re-
search had to be curtailed or can-
celled for this season?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) No. The research vessel “Lance-
lin” is being used for this pur-
pose.

(2) The prawn and scallop resource
investigation has been postponed.

Number of Crew, and Exrpense Involved

5.

in Breakdown

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Fisheries:

(1) How many are in the crew of
F.R.V. Peron?

(2) What is the fotal amount of
weekly wage paid to the crew?

(3) What other expenses would have
been incurred while this boat was
laid up at Carnarvon?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Three, plus a cadet in training.

(2) £90 18s. 5d.

(3) Subsistence allowances totalling
approximately £12 12s. a week.

CENTRE RIDE BOGIES

Tenders and Contract for Construction
6.

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Is it not a fact that centre ride
bogies are being manufactured for
the W.A.GR. by J. & E, Ledger
Pty. Ltd., either by direct contract
with the W.AGR. or by sub-con-
tract with Tomlinson Steel Lid.?

(2) If so, which method of contract
is employed?

(3) Were tenders called publicly for
these bogies, or was the contract
let privately?

Mr, COURT replied:

(1} No. J. & E. Ledger Pty. Ltd. are

’ sub-contractors to A. E. Goodwin
Ltd., the contractors for the bogies
concerned.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

(3) Tenders were called publicly.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Pyrchase of Bar Steel

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Is it not a fact that the Midland
Workshops has purchased 4-inch
bar steel at a cost of £120 per
ton?

Substitution of Axle Steel
for Bar Steel

(2) Is it not a further fact that old
wagon axles are being cut up and
the steel sold to Hadfields (W.A)
1934 Ltd. at the serap price of £12
10s. per ton?

[ASSEMBLY.]

{3) If the answers to Nos. (1) and (2)
are in the afirmative will he in-
form the House—

(a) Could not the axle steel
still be used in place of bar
steel;

(b) if not, why not;

(c) if so, why is it not heing
used?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Na.

(2) Condemned railway wheel sets are
being demolished and the result-
ant scrap—wheels and poartions of
axles—is being sold to Hadfields
at the current contract rates.

(3) The old axles concerned are
faticued after 40 to 60 years’
service and do not conform to the
specifications for which new steel
would be obtained.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE
Cost of Fleet Repairs
Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Premier:

(1) Is it not a fact that all State
Shipping Service fleet repairs are
carried out by the State Engineer-
ing Works?

(2) If so, is it for the reason that
these repairs are executed by the
State Engineering Works at a cost
less than that which could be
provided by private firms of a
similar nature?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) No. The State Engineering Works
only perform hoiler making and
heavy engineering shipboard re-
pairs by reason of the fact that
practically all of this work is per-
formed in connection with over-
hauls on the slipway which is re-
stricted to State Engineering
Works.

Prices are obtained for all quot-
able repairs and the best price
accepted.

The State Engineering Works do
not perform repair work in con-
nection with plumbing, electrical
refrigeration, instruments, ship-
wrighting, rigging, painting, ete.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

J. & E. LEDGER PTY. LTD.
Shareholders
Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Attorney-
General:

Will he inform the House who are
the shareholders of J. & E. Ledger
Pty. Litd., and the individual
shareholding?
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WATTS replied:
An annual return made up {o the
31st March, 1960, filed with the
Registrar of Companies, discloses
that J. & E. Ledger Pty. Ltd. has
an issued capital of 82,000 shares
of £1 each, Particulars of the
shareholders are as follows:—
Court, Charles Walter Michael
of 46 Waratah Avenue, Nedlands
—Number of ordinary shares
held — 1.
Ledger, Joseph Francis of 2
Bishop Road, Dalkeith—Num-
her of ordinary shares held—
60,998.

Ledger, Gladys Muriel of 2
Bishop Road, Dalkeith—Num-
ber of ordinary shares held — 1.
Ledger Investments Pty. Ltd. of
239 Pier Street, Perth-—Number
of “A” ordinary shares held—
20,000,

Ledger, Colin Francis of 11
Mahlherg Avenue, Doubleview—
Number of 5% preference shares
held—1,000.

Total 82,000.

AIR STRIPS
Weather Type for North-West
BICKERTON asked the Premier:
What steps has the Government
taken to bring pressure to bear on
the Commonwealth authorities to
have airstrips in the North-West
made suitable for airerait land-
ings in all types of weather?

. BRAND replied:

Subseguent to representations
made by the Minister for the
North-West, the acting Minister
for Civil Aviation advised on the
18th Maxrch, 1960, that a report by
airport engineers would be pre-
pared on the wet weather per-
formance of some of the North-
West aerodromes.

A survey has been made and we
now await official advice from the
Commonwealth of what is pro-
posed. This advice is expected
shortly.

The State Government is keeping
in touch with the Commonwealth
Government. The desirability of
improving the wet weather avail-
ability of North-West aerodromes
is appreciated by the Govern-
ment.,

YETERINARY SURGEON
Location in North-Wesl
BICKERTON asked the Minister
Agriculture:

Will he endeavour to obtain a vet-
erinary surgeon employed by his
department to be stationed cen-
trally in the North-West?

Mr,
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NALDER replied:

The acute shortage of veterinary
surgeons in the Department of
Agriculture, in spite of repeated
advertising, prevents any officer
being made available for full-time
duty in the North-West at the
present time.

Continued attention is glven to
any special problems notified from
the North-West and the Chief
Veterinary Surgeon and one of
his officers have just returned
from a visit to the area.

The depariment has 14 veterinary
cadets in training; and when a
sufficient number of them becomes
available as graduates, further
consideration will be given to this
matter,

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS

Manufacture of Spare Parts

12. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister for

Ra

ilways:
Where a spare part can be pro-
duced at a cheaper rate in the
W.A.G.R. Workshops, will he un-
dertake to see that the work s
performed in that establishment?
. COURT replied:
It is pot considered necessary to
give direction to the commissioner
in respect of this phase of work-
shops administration. There are
many aspecis to ke considered, in-
cluding manufacturing facilities,
availability of drawings and suit-
able material, patent rights, royal-
ties, extent of demand, and over-
all economies, This is a matter
which the railway administration
may be relied on to deal with as
may he most appropriate.

Transfer of Tools and Materials to

Tomlinson Ltd.

13. Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for

Ra

ilways:

(1> Is it not a fact that certain tools,

2y

)

Mr.
(1)

jigs, gauges, ete., and materials
have heen supplied to Tomlinson
Steel Ltd. irom the W.AGR.
Workshops for the purpose of
building the KA wagons?

If so, will he itemise for the House
the materials supplied and the
cost involved?

Have Tomlinson Steel Ltd. been
charged for these items; and if so,
to what percentage of the actual
value?

COURT replied:

No jigs, tools, or gauges were sup-
plied to Tomlinson Steel Ltd. but
certain other materials were sup-
plied under the conditions of con-
tract for the manufacture of 200
KA wagons.



230

14.

15.
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(2) (a) The undermentioned items
were supplied to Tomlinson
Steel Litd. in the terms of the
tender deocuments:—

Wheels and axles.
Draghooks.
Draghook pins.
Lubricating oil.
(h) The following items were sup-
plied and charged to Tomlin-
son Steel Ltd.:—

£ B d.

{{) 400 only wagon card clips 250 0 O
(11) 200 sets wagon timber ... 8600 0 0
(1il) 800 only lubricating peds 2,400 0 ©
{iv) Quantity steel sections ... 40019 1
{v) Quantity bolts and nuts ... 12215 7
£11,773 14 8

(3) Yes. The amount of £11,773 14s. 8d.
as detailed in answer No. (2) (b)
was deducted from progress pay-
ments made to Tomlinson Steel
Ltd. during the currency of the
contract. Items (i», (ii), and (iil)
in answer No. (2) (b) were at
prices nominated by the contractor
in his tender, and in each case, the
amount was higher than the book
value. Concerning items (iv) and
{v) the sale price was the current
market wvalue which was also
higher than the book values.

GERALDTON WATER SUPPLIES
Additional Storage

Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) Has the report of the engineer
been received in the matter of pro-
viding additional water storage in
the northern section of the Muni-
cipality of Geraldton?

(2) If so, is it the Iintention of the
Government to provide another
reservoir in Geraldton to make
sure that consumers have suf-
ficient water to ecarry them
through peak periods?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) A preliminary report covering the
entire reticulation system has
been received.

(2) Improvements to the whole sys-
tem, including further service
storage, will be undertaken in
order of priority and urgency as
finances permit.

GERALDTON HARBOUR
Improvements

Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for
Works:
Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to give immediate attention
to improving the harbour faciliti-
ties at Geraldton, and toc remove

the rock bhar in the entrance
channel which is causing concern
to shipping interests chartering
cargo boats?

. WILD replied:

No immediate attention to the
provision of further improvement
of harbour facilities is proposed.
The possible provision of increased
depth of water in the harbour and
the outer approaches is now under
examination.

COAL DEPOSITS
Locality and Quality

16. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:

(1) What coal deposits are known to
exist in this State other than the
Collie coalfields?

(2) If other coalfields do exist, what
is the quality of coal at such de-
posits?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) We know of coal occurrences at
Fitzgerald River, Irwin River, and
Wilga.

(2) The two first-mentioned com-
prise very low-grade coals, and
the latter is somewhat equivalent
to the poorest Collie seams.
Sporadic occurrences of thin,
low-grade lignitic coal are known
to occur in the South-West por-
tion of the State.

SALMON HEADS
Importation into Western Australin

17. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Fisheries:

(1) What tonnages of salmon heads
were imported into this State for
the crayfishing industry in 1958-
59, 1959-607?

(2) Of the tonnages imported, how
many tons came from foreign
countries?

(3) What are the names of the coun-
tries from which salmon heads
were imported?

(4) What tonnages were imported
from other States, and what are
the names of the States and the
tonnage per State?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1), (27, (3), and (4) This information
is not available to the Fisheries
Department.
SPENCER PARK SCHOOL, ALBANY
Connection to Electricity Supply

18. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Electricity:
With the further development
taking place in the Spencer Park
area, Albany, by way of shopping
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centre and proposed State Hous-
ing bhuilding programme, will he
give consideration to having elec-
tricity connected to the Spencer
Park Primary School?

. WATTS replied:

It is understood that the Educa-
tion Department is willing to
contribute to the cost of the ex-
tension when the contributory
scheme is applied to this area.

LOWER KING BRIDGE
Plans and Specifications

19. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Have plans and specifications been

(2)

1&)]

Mr,

1}

2)

3)

completed for the building of a
new Lower King bridge, Albany?
If so, what will be the approxi-
mate cost of the bridee, and when
is it anticipated that work will
commence?

Method of Construction

Will the bridge be built by the
Main Roads Department with day
labour, or will contracts be called
for its ereciion?

WILD replied:

Plans and specifications are being
prepared.

The estimated cost is £16,000. It
is expected that the work will be
started before the end of the year.
Tenders will bhe called for the
erection of the bridge.

WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

Inereased Revenue from Sewerage Rales

20. Mr.

TONEKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1)

¢4

(3)

()

What is the anticipated increase
in revenue to be obtained this fin-
ancial year from sewerage rates?

Interest and Sinking Fund
Charges

Does the amount of £25,662 which
was quoted in answer to a ques-
tion on the 2nd August as being
the amount included in the
Revenue Estimates for 1960-61 to
provide payment of interest and
sinking fund charges include the
amount which should have been
debited for the year 1959-607?

If not, in what way is provision
to be made for 1959-60?

What amount was calculated as
being due for 1959-60 to meet in-
terest and sinking fund charges
on sewerage treatment works
amplification?

21,

Mr,

1)
(2)
(3)

4)
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WILD replied:

£160,000.

No,

Interest was funded in accordance
with past practice with major
works in the course of construc-
tion.

£25,261.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT

Prociamation and Redistribution

Mr.

TONKIN asked the Attorney

General;

(1)

@

(3}

(€))]

(5)

(1)

Does not the Electoral Districts
Act, 1947, provide that whenever
the Chief Electoral Officer has
reported to the Minister that with
regard to the rolls made up for
any triennial election it appears
that the enrolment in not less
than five electoral districts falls
short of or exceeds hy 20 per
centum the quota as ascertained
for such districts under the Act,
the Governor shall by Proclama-
tion appoint three commissioners
and direct a redistribution?

As the Electoral Districts (Can-
cellation of Proclamation) Act,
1950-1959, which was assented to
on the Tth July, 1959, cancelled
the provisions causing them to be
deemed not to have been in op-
eration, has the Governor yet
issued a proclamation directing a
redistribution?

As the Electoral Districts {(Can-
cellation of Proclamation) Act,
1950-1959, cancelled “the several
appointments of three Electoral
Commissioners” and provided that
they 'shall be deemed not to have
been made,” has the Governor
yet discharged the obligation to
appoint three commissioners
which is imposed upon him hy
section 12 (3) of the Electora’
Districts Act?

Has the Government advised the
Governor that he has already
fully discharged the obligations
imposed upon him under section
12 of the Electoral Districts Act,
19477

If not, when does the Government
propose to advise the Governor
that he has some undischarged
duties under the Electoral Dis-
tricts Aet which require His Ex-
cellency's attention?

. WATTS replied:

The authority to appoint commis-
sioners does not arise until a re-
distribution has been directed by
proclamadtion.
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2}

{3)

4)

(5)
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Since the issue of the proclama-
tion on the 1lst April, 19598, no
further proclamation under the
Eleccltoral Districts Aet has been
made.

No further appointment of com-
missioners can be made until a
further proclamation is issued.
Commissioners cannot again be
appointed under the proclama-
tion which was cancelled by Par-
liament and deemed not to have
been in operation.

The Government has advised the
Governor that His Excellency had
no further obligations to dis-
charge under the Act after the
1st April, 1959. Act No. 1 of 1959
did not impose new obligations,
revive former ones, or extend any
time for the presentation of the
final report and recommendations.

Answered by No. (4).

PEMEBERTON SAWMILL WORKERS

22.

Mr,

Future Employment

ROWBERRY asked the Premier:

On Wednesday, the 3rd August, in
replying to debate, he stated, inter
alie, “I have not damaged or
kicked the ordinary people and
have no intention of doing so,” or
words to that effect.

In view of this, will he give the
House an undertaking that the
number of men employed in the
Pemberton State Sawmill will not
be reduced, or that alternative
employment will be found for any-
one found o be redundant, so that
the value of Pemberton as a town
will be retained?

. BRAND replied:

The Pemberton State Sawmill is
a trading concern as part of the
over-all State Building Supplies
operations and no undertaking
that the number of men employed
at Pemberten will not be reduced
can or should be given. For in-
stance, the erection of a new mill
as proposed by the Previous Gov-
ernment would have brought about
a reduction in the number of men
needed.

When any rearrangement is being
made, the Government will have
full regard for the importance of
the sawmill in the economy of
Pemberton.

23. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Premier:

24,

“HIGHLIGHTS OF PARLIAMENT”

Discontinuance of Broadcast

(1) What were the

continue availing

Parliament”?
(2)

Government?
3)

ings?
Q)

in
ing deprived of this privilege?
(4:3)

of Parliament”; or,

(b) use any influence he has to
have this privilege restored

to the Opposition?

. BRAND replied:
(1)

fore decided to discontinue
participation.

FERTH AIRPORT EXTENSIONS

Resumptions from State Housing
Commission

Mr, JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing:

(1) Has the Commonwealth Govern-
ment given written notice of land
required to be resumed from the

im-

proved and unimproved, for the

southern extension of the Perth

State Housing Commission,

Ajrport,?

{2) If such notice has been given,
would he supply a list of such

properties?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2)
attached. A

future.
also attached.

reasons that
prompted the Government to dis-
itself of the
time on the air accorded to it by
the AB.C, termed ‘"Highlights of

Does he not want the people of
the State to hear the doings of his

Does he not admit that the people
are entitled to hear of these do-

Is he aware that the Government’s
refusal to continue participating
“Highlights of Parliament”
could result in the Opposition be-

If he is aware of this, will] he—
(a) give an undertaking that
the Government will resume
participation in “Highlights

to (5) The Government believes
that the broadcast in question was
not fulfilling the purpose for
which it was desighed and there-

A list of the properties involved is
further property,
totalling 27a. Or. 35.7 p., will be
acquired by the Commonwealth in
a notice to be issued in the near
A list of this property lIs
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32
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33
33
33
3
30
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RESUMPTION OF LAND FOR EXTENSION PERTH AIRPORT
STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

(Commonwealth Government Gazette, 28th July, 1960)

Lot No.

338
1,3/6,8,9,Pt. 17,
337
Pi. 2
1
Pt. 2
3
Pt. 4
57
1
2,3
4/7
8/9
10/12
13 and 48
14, 15, 46 and 47
16-20 inc,, 4145

mne.
21, 22, 36 and 40
23 and 24

25
26, 27, 34 and 35
28 and 29

49 to 59 inec.
60, 81, 62, 71 and
72

83, 64, 69 and 7¢
65 to 88 inc.
74 to 78 inc.

M
78-80
81
84

Streets
Hardey, etc. ...
do.

May and Pearl
Hardey and May

do. do.
do. do.
do. do.

do. do.
Middleton and Violet
do. do. do.

do. do. do.
do. do. do.
do. do. do.

Violet and Mozart ...
do. do.
do. do.

do,

Hauiey and Mozart ...
Mozart

do.
Mozart and Longfellow

do. do. dn,

do. do. do.
Longfellow

do.

do.

do.

do.

Certificate of Title

1068/135
673/78

Pt. 1168-109
1124-51
Pt. 1122-586
1202-339
Pt. 1138-727
1164-898
57240
659-152
1128-129
1163-6842
1075-369
593-93
801-153
825-14

511-165
1150-346
1162-760

504129
1150-345
1174-132
1139-711
1139-712
1162-834

628-9
1169-198

53341

535-95
108U-202
1159-8060
1182-502
1142-98
1156-915

862126

Pt.

PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR EXTENSION PERTH AIRPORT

Lot No.

379
48
336
Pt. 330
Pt. 335, Lota 14/22
Pt. 13
Pt. 30
28
20

Streets

Violet and Middleton
Pear] and Rose
Hardoy Road
Hardey and Scott ...
Whitside Street
Maida Vale Road
Sydenham
Maida Vale ..

do. e .

Plan or
Dia- Area
gram
& I P
3245 13 2 12
D. 17429 14 2 78
D. 17429 2 2.8
5216 4 1 B
6216 30 32
65216 4 1 B
5216 3 2 256
2799 8 2 17
3026 30-3
3026 1 19
3026 2 393
3026 1 18-6
3026 2 86
3026 1 16
3028 2 32
3026 P 3 0
3026 2 32
3026 1 16
3026 28
3026 2 32
3026 1 16
3026 28
3026 28
3026 28
3026 28
3026 28
3026 I 3-28
3026 3 28
3026 2 32
3026 2 32
3026 1 34
3026 28
3026 1 16
3026 28
3020 28
Total 66 1 59
Plan or
Dia- Area
gram
a r Pp.
2283 app.6§ 3 O
2798 app.6 0 O
3245 app.6 3 24
3246 app.4 1 O
3245 app.2 1 16-3
6836 app. 1 21
6716 epp. 0 7-0
6836 wapp. 1 84
6836  app. 1 0
Total 27 0 35-7

Certificate of Title

203-72
(see attached Drawing)
1156-586
(see attached Drawing)
1008-110
(see attached Drawing)
Pt. 622-137
(see attached Drawing)
1187-841
(see attached Drawing)
1200-74
{see attached Drawing)
Pt. 1206-918
{see attached Drawing)
1200-190 e
(seo attached Drawing)
1200-194
(see attached Drawing)

* Improved Properties—Lot 28, C.8. Purchase Home ; Lot 29, W.S. Purchase Home.
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Area resumed 28/7/60 (see page 233)
Area to be acquired {see page 233) ....

Total Aren

r.

66 1 5-9
27 0 35-7
93 2 16

25. Mr.

WILSON
Postal Mail
JAMIESON asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Housing:

1)

(2}

1)

(¢4

Is he aware that people resident
in the suburb of Wilson (formerly
Beelog) have recently experienced
their mail having been sent to
Wilson Park, Collie?

Would he request the Minister to
give further consideration fo the
final name of this suburb, due to
1‘.his‘J and possibly more postal mix-
ups?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The General Post Office advises
that neither “Wilson Park" nor
“Wilson” are posfal districts, and
mail should be addressed "“Wilson,
via Cannington,” and *“Wilson
Park, via Collie.”

The Post Office advises that there
are comparatively few mis-sorts
noticed; in fact, no more than in
other suburbs where mail is in-
correctly addressed.

MERREDIN SEWERAGE
INSTALLATION

Proposals Under Hawke Government

26. Mr.

1

€2)
(3}

EKELLY asked the Premier:

What conditions were extended to
the Merredin Road Board, hy the
Hawke Government, to encourage
the installation of sewerage in the
township?

What capital was to have heen
made available to the hoard?
What was the board’s contribution
a¢ its share of the total capital re-
quired to complete the proposal?

Proposals under Present Government

(4)

)

(8)

What conditions were imposed by
the present Government in its
offer to the Merredin Board?

What financial involvement was
undertaken by the Government
and the Merredin Road Board?
What was the percentage increase
in property valuations on Mer~
redin town lots, imposed by the
present Government?

1)

(2)
(3)
(4}

(5)

@

. BRAND replied:

A £5,000 grant.

A loan of £10,000 for a period of
15 years, the first five years to be
free of interest and repayments to
commence at the expiration of
five years.

Moneys should be made available
when the road board had either
spent or committed itself to spend
£17,000 on the project.

Answered by No. (1).

£17,000.

The proposal was that it be a
Government scheme and that the
sewerage rate would be 3s. in the
£ on the annual value,

This being a Government sewerage
scheme, estimated to cost £32,000,
the Merredin Road Board had no
financial involvement.

General increase in valuation was
61 per cent. based on a revaluation
carried out by the Taxation De-
partment. In view of this increase
in valuation, the rate was fixed at
2s. in the £ for the first year of
operation, but this rate would be
subject to review in later years
according to the financial aspects
of the undertaking.

WATER CATCHMENTS IN NORPA

27. Mr.

AREA
Investigations
KELLY asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

§)

2)
(3

1)

Have investigations been under-
taken by officers of the depart-
ment concerning the possibility of
developing rock catchments in the
Norpa area, or has a survey beeh
made covering any other scheme
whereby reticulated water would be
made available to settlers of this
area?

If so, with what result?

If not, what are the prospects of
an investigation at an early date?

WILD replied:

Five rock outcrops have been in-
vestigated within a 10-mile radius
of Norpa, and there are at least
two others to be surveyed.
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Of those investigated, one was
useless, three would carry minor
storage, and one (Tandegin) could
possibly be developed for up to
20,000,000 gallons,

Further investigations will
made at the first opportunity,

be

MOTHER-OF-PEARL SHELL
Tonnage, Split-up, and Price

Mr.

KELLY asked the Minister for

PFisheries:

1)

(2)

3

1)

1)

(2)

)

(4)

Mr.

What was the tonnage of mother-
of-pearl shell recovered in West-
ern Australian water for the years
1957, 1958, 1959, 1960?

What was the relative tonnage
split-up of the various grades?
What was the yearly average price
recorded in each grade?

Propects for Industry

What are the present prospects
for the industry?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

1957, 990 tons; 1958, 753 tons;
1959, 508 tons; 1960 (to the 30th
June), 158 tons,

The master pearlers grade shell
according to the requirements of
oversea buyers, and buyers pre-
scribe different gradings. It is
therefore not possible to be pre-
cise on this matter.
The average over-all prices in the
years mentioned were as follows—

1957—£610 per ton.

1958—£462 per ton.

1959—£560 per ton.

1960—Not yet available,

There is little prospect of expan-
sion, by reason of the strong com-
petition from plastics. The in-
dustry appears to be just about
able to hold its own.

FR.V. “PERON”
Period of Disablement
KELLY asked the Minister for

Pisheries:

(1

2)

3)

Mr.

a)

(2)

Besides the ecaptain, how many
hands are employed on the vessel
Peron, and in what category?

How long is it anticipated that the
vessel will be out of order?
What will become of the crew
during this enforced stoppage?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Two:. one mate and one engineer,
A technical officer is also employed.
He is not a member of the crew.
A cadet has heen placed aboard
for training.

Perhaps two weeks longer.

3
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They are remaining at Carnarvon,
where, in addition to general
maintenance duties on the vessel
and experimental fishing gear,
they have been engaged, at the
request of the Public Works De-
partment, in surveying Tegg's
Channel and erecting posts and
leads.

WOOL PROMOTION

Contributions to and Results of

30. Mr,

(1}

(#)

(3

(4)
(5)

)

2)

@

(4}

(5)

Scheme

KELLY asked the Treasurer:

What amount of finance has the
State Government contributed to-
wards wool promotion?

What other direct contribution
has the State Government rend-
ered to the wool industry in W.A.?
Is he aware of “he amount con-
tributed anntally by the Com-
monwealth Government towards
wool promotion, and to whom?

Is the scheme of wool promgtion
bhearing worthwhile results?

What is the basis of individual
producer’s contribution to the
wool promotion scheme?

. BRAND replied:

There is no specific contribution
by the State Government towards
wool promotion. Wool produced
by research stations is subject to
the usual Ievy.

The main direct assistance is that
part of the Department of Agri-
culture expenditure which can be
recognised as assisting sheep and
wool producers. An estimate made
recently revealed that approxim-
ately £240,000 of the department's
expenditure for 1958-59 was for
the benefit of the sheep industry.

The Commonwealth Government
does not contribute to funds for
wool promofion,

As far as I am aware, there is no
reliable evidence on which o base
judgment.

Producers’ contributions for wool
promotion are made on the basis
of 5s. per bale, 2s. 6d. per fadge or
butt, and 10d. per bag.

VIOLET VALLEY

Standerd of Maintenance by Lessee

31.

Mr.

RHATIGAN asked the Minister

for Lands:

Does he consider the lessee of
Violet Valley (formerly a Native
Welfare Department ecattle sta-
tion) is maintaining the conditions
of the lease, and keeping the
buildings, yards, windmilis, etc., to
the standard they were when the
property was leased?
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BOVELL replied:

The land is vested in the Commis-
sioner of Native Welfare and is
the subject of a lease negotiated
by him. 'The carrying out of con-
ditions under the lease is his re-
sponsiblity.

AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT

OFFICERS

Number North of the 26th Parallel

32. Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1)

2

(1}

2)

How many officers of the Agricul-
tural Department are stationed
north of the 26th parallel?

Is it the intention of the depart-
ment to increase the number of
officers?

. NALDER. replied:

There are 55 men employed by
the Department of Agriculture
north of the 26th parallel. Of
these, 21 are officers employed
under the Puhlic Service Act; 22
are wages employees; and 12
are embployed by the Agriculture
Protection Board.

The numbers will be increased as
soon as suitable staff can be
obtained.

DAIRYING INDUSTRY

Commonwealth Committee’s Survey in

33. Mr.

Western Australia
KELLY asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

{2

3
4)
5

6)

L

What was the name and occupa-
tion of the personnel of the mem-
bers of the survey into the dairy-
ing industry appointed by the
Commonwealth Government?
What were the dates of the com-
mencement and end of this sur-
vey?

What areas were visited in West-
ern Australia?

How many persons were inter-
viewed and in what localities?

How long did members of the
survey remain in Western Aus-
tralia?

What tangible
achieved?

result was

. NALDER replied:

Mr. M. E. McCarthy, a former
Commonwealth Public Servant
(Chairman).

Mr. J. P. Webb, Chairman and
Managing Director of Victorian
Producers Co-operative Ltd.

Mr. J. A. Jones, Secretary of
Queensland Council of Agricul-
ture.

34.

35.

2

3}

4)

5

(8

Mr. G, McGillivray, former Chief
Dairying Officer in New South
Wales.

Mr, G. H. Chessell, Chairman of
the Rural and Industries Bank,
Western Australia.

The committee was appointed in
July, 1959. It has not yet com-
pleted its work.

The committee visited Pin-
jarra, Brunswick, Margaret River,
Augusta, Manjimup, Pembertan,
Northeliffe, Walpole, Denmark,
Albany, and Mt. Barker.

Information not available. In
inqguiries of this nature a list of
witnesses usually forms part of
the report.

The committee was in Western
Australia hetween the 30th Sep-
tember and the 9th October, 1959.

See answer to No. (2) above.

NATIVES
Construction of New Hostel

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Native Welfare:

(1)

Has any decision been made by
the Government to build a hostel
for natives requiring medical at-
tention, to replace the present
hostel at East Perth, which is over-
crowded from time to time?

Construction of Homes at Allawah

Grove

(2) Have any plans been made to

Mr.

(1)

build homes for natives at Alla-
wah Grove when present land is
taken over by the Civil Aviation
Department?

PERKINS replied:

No; but increased and improved
accommodation is being arranged
adjacent to Bennett House.

(2} No.

BANKING FACILITIES
Establishment at Wyndham

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister
for Lands:

In view of the vast amount of
Government works now in pro-
gress in the Wyndham district, is
he still of the same opinion re-
garding banking facllities at
Wyndham as he was when he
answered my question—Hansard,
page 3603—of the 25th November,
18597

. BOVELL replied:

The large amount of work planned
by the Government for the Wynd-
ham district Is occasioning a close
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watch being maintained on the
need for banking facilities there.
However the cost of a branch
establishment is not yet war-
ranted.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Title Ownership Certificate

Mr. O'CONNOR asked the Minister
for Police:

Has the Government examined
the system of “Title Ownership
Certificate” for motor vehicles,
similar to the New South Wales
and Victorian systems?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
Yes.

RADIO SCHOOL OF THE AIR

Establishment at Meekatharre and
Halgoorlie

Mr. BURT asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Is it the intention of the depart-
ment to place the radio school of
the air at Meekatharra on a per-
manent basis next year?

(2) Is it intended to establish a simi-
lar radio school to operate from
Kalgoorlie?

(3) If so, when is it anticipated that
a commencement can be made?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The position is still being inves-
tigated.

(3) Answered by No. (2).

FIVE-YEAR HIGH SCHOOL
Establishment at Harvey

Mr. I. W. MANNING asked the Min-

ister for Education:

(1) Will he please advise what pro-
gress is being made with the es-
tablishment of & flve-year high
school at Harvey?

(2) When can it be expected that
work on the erection of the build-
ing will commence?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1) It is not intended to establish a
five-year high school at Harvey
until the numbers offering for
fourth-year and fifth-year courses
warrant such a step.

(2) It is intended to establish a sep-
arate three-year high school as
soon as the buildings are available,
The following rooms are to be es-
tablished on the new site in this
financial year:—2 classrooms; 1
composite home sclence centre.

BREEDING STOCK
Rate of Slaughter

39. Mr, I. W. MANNING asked the Minis-
ter for Agriculture:

(1)

()

Is he aware that concern is being
expressed by many farmers at the
rate of slaughter of breeding stock
of both beef and dairy cattle?

Has he any statistics available to
indicate if the present rate of
slaughter of these cattle can be re-
garded as a serious depleticn of
breeding stock?

(3) If so, will he please advise the

House?

Mr. NALDER, replied:
(1>, (2) and (3) Attention has heen

drawn during the last two years to
the trend in the slaughter and also
export of breeding cattle.
Investigations, however, indicate
that there is no immediate cause
for concern. The Commonwealth
Department of Primary Industry
has been reguested, and has
agreed, to keep the position under
review.

The following statistics indicate
;he position in Westiern Austra-

a:—

Beet Beef Dalry
Cattle Cown Cows
1957 733,000 319,000 224,000
1459 784,000 335,000 215,000
1960 851,000 not 218,000
avallable
CATTLE
Slaughtered Exported
1856-57 175,000 7,040 tona
1458-59 220,000 11,206
1859-60 214,000 12,800

Although there is a slight drop in
numbers of dairy cows, production
is being maintained or slightly in-
creased.

CLOVERDPALE SCHOOL

Inspection of Site Prior to Commence-

ment of Building

40. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Education:

Due to the apparent obvious bad
geographical location of the pro-
posed Cloverdale Primary School,
would he personally inspect the
site in respect to the housing in
the Cloverdale area before any
move is made to commence the
building?

. WATTS replied:

Pollowing representations by the
honourable member, officers of the
Public Works Department, Town
Planning Board, and Education
Department made a complete in-
spection of the Cloverdale area for
a suitable site and recommended
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the area opposite the Belmont
High School as being suitable for
school purposes.

The schoolsite (portion of lot 379)
in the Cloverdale housing area
cannot be built on until a final
decision is reached concerning the
future of the Perth Airport.

BICYCLES
License Fees
LEWIS asked the Minister for

Police:

(0

(2)
(3)
4)

(5)

Mr,

8]

2)
D

4)
(B5)

What revenue is received by the
Police Traffic Branch for license
fees from pedal cyclists?

What is the present registration
fee per cycle?

Are new license plates issued for
each year for these cycles?

What is the cost of these license
plates?

Is this the only State in which
it is necessary to license pedal
cycles?

PERKINS replied:

No revenue was received from
license fees paid on pedal cycles.
For the twelve months ended the
30th June, 1960, the sum of £4,255
was received for the issue of num-
ber plates.

No registration fee is charged on
pedal cycles.

Yes. Plates of a different colour
are issued each year.

Two shillings.

Yes, as far as is known.

STIRLING HIGHWAY

Traffic Prosecutions and Accident Rale

42, Mr,

CROMMELIN asked the Minister

for Transport:

)

2)

&)

How many motorists were prose-
cuted for speeding on Stirling
Highway between Louise Street,
Nedlands, and Waroonga Road,
Claremont, for the—

{a) year ended the 30th June,

1959;
(b) year ended the 30th June,
1960?

How many reported vehicle acci-
dents on the same stretch of the
highway were reported in each of
the four quarters of the years—

(a) ended the 30th June, 1959;

(b) ended the 30th June, 1960?
How many pedestrian accidents on
the same stretch of the highway
were there in each of the same
quarters of the same years
ended—

(a) the 30th June, 1959;

(h) the 30th June, 1960;
not including pedestrian accidents
taking place on crosswalks?

43,

€))

16}

(6}

1)

&3]

(&)

“

(&)

)

In regard to No. (3), in each of the
quarters how many motorists were
held responsible for the causing of
the accidents?

How many accidents involving
pedestrians on crosswalks were
reported for each of the quarters
of the years ended—

(a) the 30th June, 1359;

(b} the 30th June, 1860;
on Stirling Highway between
Louise Sireet and Warognga
Road? ’

In regard to No. (5), in how many
cases was the motorist held re-
sponsible?

. PERKINS replied:

No statistics are kept relating to
this particular locality.
Vehicle accidents:

1958—
3rd quarter ... 9
4th quarter ... 6

1959—
1st quarter ... 10
2nd quarter ... .. 15
3rd quarter ... 6
4th quarter ... 6

1960—
1st quarter ... 4

2nd quarter (figures

not yet available) -
Total 7 quarters: 56

Pedestrian accidents:
1958—
3rd quarter—1 accident, re-
sulting in two pedestrian
deaths.
1959—
4th quarter—1,
Remaining 5 quarters—No
pedestrian accidents reported.
In none of the accidents reported
in reply to No. (3) was the
motorist stated to be responsible.
No accidents were reported in-
volving pedestrians on crosswalks
during the seven quarters under
review,
Answered by No. (56).

MT. LAWLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Mr.

Availability of Classroom
Accommodation

OLDFIELD asked the Minister

for Education:

Adverting to question No. 12 of
Thursday, the 4th August, where-
in he replled that further class-
room accommodation would he
available at Mt. Lawley High
School, “as soon as possible,” will
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he give the House some indication
as to what date this accommoda-
tion will be available?

. WATTS replied:

Advice available now is
tenders will be called in flve
weeks' time. Buildings are ex-
pected to be ready by April, 1961,

that

PERTH GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL

Completion of Tennis Courts

Mr,

GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Education:

(1)

2}
3
4

1)

2)
@)

4)

Mr.

Has it yet been decided when work
will be undertaken to complete the
tennis courts so that they may
be used by the pupils of Perth
Girls’ High School?

If not, why not?

How long is it since work ceased?
At how many schools have tennis
courts been developed, including
surround fencing, since work on
the courts commenced at Perth
Girls’ High Sechool in 19587

. WATTS replied:

As the future of this school is at
present under consideration, no
further work is being undertaken
for the time being.

Answered by No. (1),

Work ceased at the direction of
the then Acting Minister for
Wworks on the 2ist Aupusf, 1958
Expenditure on dust-proofing to
preserve the work already done
was authorised on the 16th
OQOctober, 1958, and completed on
the 16th April, 1959.

12 high schools.
RAILWAY BOGIES
Contract end Tenders
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Railways:

e}

2)
3
4)

Mr.

(O )]
)

(&)
)

Has a contract been let to Had-
fleld’s for the manufacture of
hogies?

If so, what is the contract price?
Were tenders first called?

Who was the second lowest ten-
derer?

COURT replied:

Yes.

£311 7s.9d. per bogie plus £4 §s.
to £6 maximum caused by varia-
tions in marginal rates.

Yes.

Under the policy followed by the
Tender Board, details of tenders
such as this are not disclosed.

239

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH DISPOSAL SALE
Cartage of Goods Without Permit

1. Mr., BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:

Does the Minister know that cer-
tain motor vehicles were carting
goods away from the Common-
wealth disposal sale at Nungarin
last week without a permit from
the Transport Board, but with the
alleged authority of the Minister
for Railways? If so, will he com-
ment on the position?

', COURT replied:

I have no knowledge of the parti-
cufar matter to which the hon-
ourable member refers, but I will
have it investizated and advise
him, or the House, as he chooses.

CONSTABLE G. E. WALTON
Reimbursement of Damages and Costs

2. Mr. HAWKE asked the Premier:
(1) What were the main reasons

which caused the Government to
reimburse Constable G. E. Walton
for the total damages and costs
awarded against him, and his
solicitor’'s fees, in a Supreme Court
action in 1959?

Comparison with Hardy Case
{2) Is there any difference, in prin-

cinle, in the CGovernment's de-
cision in this instance, and in a
decision made in a previous in-
stance in favour of Constable F.
J. Hardy?

. BRAND replied:

I have to thank the Leader of the
Opposition for notice of this
question. The answers are as
follows:—

(1) Constable Walton quite ob-
viously endeavoured to do the
right thing, and there was
not the slightest suggestion of
any malice or ill-treatment on
his part, of the accused, and
it was necessary in the public
interest to ensure that a con-
stable did not suffer severe
financial loss as a result of an
honest mistake in the execu-
tion of his duty.

In the case of Constable
Hardy, the judge commented
that he was unnecessarily un-
pleasant and went far beyond
what was called for. He had
handled Trowbridge unneces-
sarily and bundled him un-
ceremoniously into the police
van, The two cases are there-
for not parailel.

(2)
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EAST-WEST ROAD
Bituminisation
MOIR asked the Premier:

It was reported in the daily Press
earlier this year that the Premier
had had consultations with the
South Australian Premier as to a
joint approach to the Common-
wealth Government for the pur-
pose of requesting the Common-
wealth Government to provide
funds to enable an all-black road
to be laid down between South
Australia and Western Australia.
Was an approach made to the
Commonwealth Government; and,
if so, with what result?

. BRAND replied:

During the Premiers’ Conference,
1 discussed this matter with Sir
Thomas Playford, and we had
only a very brief interview with
the Prime Minister on the ques-
tion. No decision has been made;
and it is proposed, in a visit which
I intend to make to Canberra in
the near future, to follow this
matter up further.

GOLDMINING INDUSTRY
Rail Freight Concessions

EVANS asked the Minister for

Railways:

In view of the appeal made by the
member for Kalgoorlie in 1959 on
behalf of the goldmining industry,
with regard to rail freights, would
the Minister please reply to the
following questions:—

(1) Was consideration given by
Cabinet io the extraordin-
ary circumstances under
which this industry oper-
ates, ie., 1960 cost levels
are being borne, whilst its
product is being sold at
the price level existing in
190497

If not, why not?

If the answer to the first
guestion is “Yes,” is any
exemption in the proposed
freights to be granted to
this industry, particularly
as to diesel fuels, oils, ex-
plosives, mining timber, and
machinery?

If not, would the Minister,
in his dual role as Minister
for Railways and Minister
for Industrial Development,
consider referring the mat-
ter to Cabinet for urgent
review?

2)
3

)

Mr,

COURT replied:

The honourable member was good
enough to give me notice of this
question when I was entering the
Chamber. Firstly, he would agree
that representations were made
by others, in addition to himself,
regarding this particular problem
last year. The problems of all in-
dustry, including the goldmining
industry, were taken into account
by Cabinet; and particular em-
phasis was given to industries
which have to operate on fixed
prices, or price levels fixed over-
seas.

I should also add for the informa-
tion of the House that when the
Minister for Mines was in Kal-
goorlie last weekend, representa-
tives of the mining industry ap-
proached him on several matters,
and they apparently had assumed
that a freight rise was imminent
from Press references that had
been made. The Minister, whilst
he naturally could not agree that
a freight rise was imminent or
contemplated, did say that if apd
when a freight increase took
place, the Premier and I, as Min-
ister for Railways, would receive
representations from the gold-
mining industry if its members
considered they had a special case
to be stated.

CLOSED RAILWAY LINES

Reopening of Katanning Line

5 Mr
for

. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister

Railways:

In The West Ausirglian of Mon-

day, the 25th July, there is the

following correspondence from

Nyabing:—
We who live near the line know
best what is required and we
know that our line would show
a profit if efficiently managed.
The present Government pledged
that it would reopen lines where
settlers demanded it.

There is a note to the effect by

Railways Minister Court which

says—
Closed lines were being ex-
amined. A decision would be
made soon. There was no pros-
pect of the Katanning-Pingrup
line showing a profit. The Gov-
ernment did not pledge itself to
reopen lines where settlers de-
manded. It promised proper
examination and consultation.
This was being done.

Is the reported statement emanat-

ing from the Minister for Railways

correct?

. COURT replied:

Yes.
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Report of Public Meeting

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Transport:
I would like to refer to a state-
ment which appeared in The
Farmers’ Weekly of the 21st July,
1960, in which there was a report
of a meeting which was attended
by the Minister for Agriculture
and the Minister for Transport.
The following is a brief statement
made by one of the persons pre-
sent:—
Mr. A. Beeck criticised the Min-
ister because he said a Country
Party etection promise that the
line would be restored had mnot
been fulfilled.
The election promise was mnot
far a part service as Mr. Perkins
has outlined here today . . .
This view was supported by Mr,
A. J. Adis who also suggested a
guarantee be obtained for the
figure of 4d. per ton mile,
The Minister is reported to have
said—
We will honour our promise if
the people want us to. The
promise was to open the line for
heavy traffic,

Is that report correct?

Mr. PERKINS replied: The report of
my statement is correct.

Promises Made by Ministers

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Premier:
Whose promise can the people be-
lieve in connection with the re-
opening of closed railway lines?
Should they believe the promise
made by the Deputy Leader of the
Liberal Party (the Minister for
Railways) or that made by the
Minister for Transport?

Mr. BRAND replied:
I do not know whether I am com-
pelled to answer this question.

Mr, Graham: Oh, of coursef
The SPEAXKER: Order!

Mr. Hawke: If you cannot, do not
bother.

Mr. BRAND: In that case I will not
bother.

The SPEAKER: The tendency has de-
veloped in this House to base gues-
tions on newspaper reports; and
also to ask questions other than
those concerned with the adminis-
tration of a particular department
under the control of a Minister,
Strictly those questions are not in
order. Some of the questions this
afternoon have not complied with
the requirements,

I am endeavouring to arrange to
give members some guidance in
this matter; but I would point out
that in this particular case the
Premier is being asked to com-
ment on statements in the Press
made by two different people,
when he himself was not present
on either oceasion, to the best of
my knowledge. Consequently, the
only question that can be asked of
him is whether those statements
represent Government policy or
not,

Government Policy

Mr, W. HEGNEY asked the Premier:

I am glad you have guided me in
this respect, Sir. I would now like
to ask the Premier whether the
statement is in accordance with
the Government's promise; and,
if so, which one?

Mr. BRAND replied:

As a result of the election speeches
made, a Government decision as
published in today’s Press indi-
cates that certain railway lines
have remained closed, while others
have been opened on a tempor-
ary or seasonal basis. It appears
that, by and large, the people con-
cerned have acecepted the sit-
uation.

RAIL FREIGHTS
Country Pearty Policy on Increases

Mr. HAWKE asked the Attorney-Gen-
eral:
Has the policy of the Country
Party with regard to increased
railway freighi{s altered since he
delivered his party's policy speech
in Mt. Barker in February, 19497

Mr. WATTS replied:

In so far as I am obliged to answer
this question, I will do so by say-
ing that the governing body of the
Western Australian Country Party
had its annual general conference;
and the position regarding railway
finance was submitted to that con-
ference and a decision reached
that the bproposals being made
were reasonable,

Breaking of Pledge

Mr. HAWKE asked the Attorney-
General:

With reference to the increase in
railway freights that is to come
into operation in the near future,
does the Attorney-General con-
sider any conference has a right
to break a pledge the leader of
the party has given to the whole
of the pecple of the State at a
previous election?
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12.
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Circumstances
have changed.

Mr. WATTS replied:
If the honourable member were to
read the full statement he would
find it was conditional; and, of
course, the persons who should be
responsible are those determining
the course of action.

Press Report
Mr. HAWKE asked the Attorney-
General:
I wish to ask the Attorney-General
another question.

The SPEAKER: I hope it will deal
with the administration of the
department.

HAWKE: It will deal with rail-
way freights, which will detri-
mentally affect your electors, Mr.
Speaker. I would refer the
Aftorney-General to a report on
his speech at Mt. Barker in Feb-
ruary, 1959, that the Counfry
Party will not agree to any further
increase in rail freights, Is the
report correct?

. WATTS replied:

I have already answered the ques-
tion.

FOOTBALL POOLS
Legality

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Will the Minister inform the
House whether the football pools
being run by a leading newspaper
are contrary to the Lotteries Act
or not?

Has the Minister made inquiries
as to whether it is illegal or not?
If not, why not?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
As far as I can ascertain at this
stage, the football pools are not
illegal and may be carried on.

. Graham: East Perth will be fin-
ancial now!

. ROSS8 HUTCHINSON: However,
consideration is currently being
given to it, and the position is
being watched closely.
Disbursement of Profils

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Chief Sec-

retary:

Will he inform the House who
benefits from the profits, if any,
being made by these pools?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

At this juncture I am not able to
answer that question. I will have

inquiries made and inform the
honourable member,

Mr,

(2)
(32

DENTURES

Direct Purchase from Dental Mechanics

14.

15.

Mr. HALIL. asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Did he receive a draft Bill in the
year 1959 from the dental tech-
nicians requesting the introduction
of a Bill to Parliament so as to
enable the public to purchase
dentures direct from the tech-
nicians?

If the answer is in the affirmative,
does he propose to introduce a Bill
during this session to enable the
public to purchase dentures direct
from dental technicians?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.

RAILWAY FARES
Increases

Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for

Railways:
It has been announced that
metropolitan railway fares are to
he increased. It has also been
announced that country railway
fares will not be increased. Will
the Minister indicate to the House
whether he or Cabinet has con-
sidered country railway passenger
fares? If so, what is the reason
for the country railway passenger
fares not being increased?

. COURT replied:

I presume the honourable member
refers to country passenger fares.
The over-all rail freights and fares
structure was considered. Having
regard for the respective positions
of the different sections of the
community, it was decided there
would be no increases in country
passenger fares.

. Graham: Why?

. COURT: For a very good reason.
After all, we profess to believe in
decentralisation, and we do all we
can to assist in that regard. In
view of the service that is offered
to the people in the country, it
was considered that the present
fares should remain.

RAILWAY REQUIREMENTS

(2>

Manufacture of Driving Pump Shafits
16.

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Railways:
On Thursday last I drew the
attention of the Minister to the
apparent conflict in the two
answers which he gave. He under-
took to elucidate the position and
to give me the explanation. Has
he the explanation now?
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Mr. COURT replied:

I have the answers to the ques-
tions asked by the honourable
member and by the member for
East Perth. The reconciliation of
the two answers is a very simple
one. It is simply this: The three
shafts which were the subject of
orders on the 25th February, 1960,
were, in fact, completed on Thurs~
day, the 4th August, and passed
for inspection that afternoon.
That answers the questions and
reconciles the two answers; it
makes them both correct.

. TONKIN: I do not think it does.
If an answer states that the de-
pertment makes shafts—and not
“is making”—it makes them. The
answer stated that none had been
made. Surely there is an appar-
ent conflict, and the Minister's
explanation does not resolve the
conflict. Was he informed pro-
perly by his department when he
gave his first answer that shafts
were in the making?

. COURT: If the language used by
the department in preparing these
answers does not meet with the
honourable member's wishes I
cannot be responsible for that.
The answers are perfectly clear,
if taken in conjunction with the
answer I have just given, Had
the question been asked a day
later the answer would have heen
to the effect that the shafts had,
in fact, been made. At the time,
the question was answered factu-
ally and fairly by the department,
because the shafts had mot been
completed.

T am prepared to read the two questions
asked by the honourable member, and the
answers given so that members of this
Chamber will be able to appreciate the
import of what I have said.

The question asked on the 2nd August
was as follows:—
(1) What is the cost to the Railways

Department of the following

items:—

() 5 -inch flange mounting
pump;

(b) bearing sleeve, X11132;
(¢) shaft for driving pump,
X11148°?

(2) Could the department have items
(h) or (¢) made at its workshops?

(3) What is the estimated cost of
making items (b) and (¢) re-
spectively?

(4) Does the department make any
of the items ahovementioned?
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The answer given was—
(1) (a) £150 16s. 2d. each.
(b) £11 3s. 1d. each.
(¢) £30 18s, 3d. each.
(2) Yes,
(3) (b) £1 16s. 1d.
(¢) £17 approximately.

(4) Yes—items (b} and (e).

On the 4th August the honourable member
asked—

(1) How many shafts for driving
pump, X11148, have heen made
at the raillways workshops, Mid-
land Junction?

(2) When was the order for making
item X11148 placed with the
workshops and for what number
of shafts?

The reply given was—

(1) None.

(2) 25th February,
shafts.

I suggest perhaps the officer preparing
the answer to the question was a little
pedantic on the eve of the parts being
finished, but he was factual and fair.

Y“HIGHLIGHTS OF PARLIAMENT”
Possibility of Televising

17, Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Premier:

Referring to the answer given to
question No. 23 on radio broad-
casts by the A.B.C., “Highlights of
Parliament,” is he aware there is a
possibility that in the near future
this feature could be televised?
If he was infiuenced in the matter
by “photogenicity,” or the lack of
it, would he consider authorising
some of the more handsome of his
Ministers—say, the Minister for
Werks—to deputise for him?

. BRAND replied:

We shall jump that hurdle when
we come to it.

CLOSED RAILWAY LINES
Reopening and QOperating Costs, ele.
18. Mr. COURT: On Tuesday, the 2nd
August, 1960, in reply to a question
asked by the member for East Perth
regarding the Burakin-Bonnie Rock
and Lake Grace-Hyden lines, I replied
that the final audited figures were not
yet available to enable me to answer
parts {(a), (b), (¢) and (e of his
question. He indicated that unaudited
figures would suffice for the time being.
This information has now been for-
warded to me and is as follows:—

Questions:
(a) the costs of reopening the lines;

(b) the operating costs, plus adminis-
tration charges, depreciation and
interest;

1960, for three
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(¢} the earnings;

(e} the total amount payable by the
Treasury Department to the Rail-
ways Department.

Replies:

(a) Burakin-Bonnie Rock—£12,320.
Lake Grace-Hyden—£9,760.

()
Burakin- Lake
Bonnle Grace-
Rock Hyden
Expenditure £ £
Maintenance of
Way & Works ... 5,984 9,976
Trafic . e LOTT 1,017
Motive power 5,865 7,111
Maintenance of
rolling stock ... 3,322 4,725
Payroll tax, work-
ers comp., ad-
minlstration, etc. 1,567 2,149
Departmental
frefght .. 197 1,054
Depreclation 8.939 6,128
27,851 33,860
Interest . 14,034 9,803
Total ... £41.885 £43.463
(c)
Burakin-Bonnle Rock — £18,468
Lake Grace-Hyden — £15,002
(e)
Burakin- Lake
Bonnie Grace-
Rock Hyden
(1} In respect of re-
opening ... £12,320 £ 9,760
{11) In respect of
season's  opera-
tion ... £11,385 £1B,568

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY

Fourth Day

Debate resumed from the 4th August on
the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, to which Mr. Hawke
(Northam) had moved an amendment to
add the following words:—

We wish to protest strongly against
the fajlure of the Government to
honour the promise given by the
Attorney-General to Parliament Jlast
year to issuze a fresh proclamation
under the provisions of the Electoral
Districts Act and against the Govern-~
ment's failure to foreshadow legisia-
tion to keep prices of essential com-
modities under reasonable restraint.

We wish also to protest strongly
against the Government’'s policy of
undermining the future of its own rail-
ways workshops at Midland Junction
by refusing to allow even the manage-
ment to tender with private firms for
large-scale manufacturing jobs, in-
cluding the building of the two new
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Westland trains, and sgainst the policy
of disposing of State trading concerns
and of abolishing the Public Works
day-labour construction organisation.

Furthermore we would protest
strongly against the mishandling by
the Government of the Water Supply
Department’s finances and the recent
severe increases in the department’s
rates, and the failure of the Govern-
ment to take or propose any action to
protect small traders from combines
and monopolies.

MR. WATTS (Stirling-—Minister for
Education—on amendment) (5261: As 1
view the amendment which has been moved
by the Leader of the Opposition, it is cal-
culated in the main to put fear and appre-
hension in the minds of a great number of
very worthy people for which, I would
submit, there has been no sufficient justi-
fication up to date. Not only the amend-
ment itself, but also the speeches which
have accompanied it have been directed
almost entirely along those lines. I sug-
gest, particularly in regard to the second
paragraph of the amendment, that that is
the design which underlay the moving of
this amendment.

People are being asked to believe—when
I refer to these people, I mean those who
are at present engaged in the various en-
terprises that I mentioned—that action by
this Government in respect of those par-
ticular enterprises is likely to involve them
in a condition of unemployment and gen-
eral misery, instead of the reasonable
situation in which, under present condi-
tions and awards, they find themselves.

I would like to make it very plain at
this juncture that that sort of talk is en-
tirely unnecessary and, in my opinion,
completely unwerthy of those who have put
it forward in this House, because there is
as yet precisely no justification whatever
for any of it. As vet no action whatever
has been taken which is likely to pre-
judice these people or create fears in their
minds. I would submit very strongly that
such action is not likely to be taken by
the Government hereafter.

There have been quoted in this House
on several occasions statements that have
been made in respect of the principles
upon which such State trading concerns
as are contemplated for disposal would be
disposed of; and those statements have
made provision, as has heen indicated by
their being read out, for an assurance for
a reasonable price to be abtained; for an
assurance of continued employment; and
for an assurance that the business con-
ducted will continue as part of the State’s
economic structure. It is obviously im-
practicable to give details of any proposal
which might inveolve the disposal of any
one or more of the two or three concerns
which have so far been suggested for sale
until one knows what is the proposition
that is likely to reguire a decislon.
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But those statements have heen made,
and reiterated on more than one occasion,
with the idea of informing the public—
and particularly those concerned—that in
any decisions that may be reached, those
prime questions will be taken into con-
sideration. I venture to suggest, without
much fear of successful contradiction,
that the members of this Government, and
those who sit with them here, are at heart
just as much concerned with the welfare
of their fellow citizens as is anyone else.

Mr. Grzham: Your actions belie that
statement.

Mr. WATTS: No action as yet has helied
any such statement because there has been
nothing whatever done which would un-
fairly prejudice the righits of any such
peopte. As I have said, there has been
3, conglomeration of statements made by
other people which have been made in an
endeavour to strike fear into the hearts of
those concerned—

Mr. Graham: You have struck it.

Mr. WATTS: —without any justifica-
tion, as I have endeavoured, in the last
few minutes, to demonstrate.

Mr. May: What about the thousands
that were sacked in the Public Works?

Mr. WATTS: I did not catch that inter-
jection.

Mr, May: What about the Public Works
Department employees who have heen
sacked?

Mr. WATTS: Even there the people who
have ceased to work—

Mr. Tonkin: Who were sacked!

Mr. WATTS: —on those construction
groups, have obtained satisfactory employ-
ment elsewhere—

Mr, Tonkin: All of them?

Mr. WATTS: —and some are personally
known to me, and they are better pleased
where they are now than where they were
hefore.

Mr. Tonkin: Have all of them obhtained
work?

Mr. WATTS: Well, the greater propor-
tion of them have.

Mr. Tonkin: Ah, now we are getting the
truth!

Mr. WATTS: The honourable member
himself, when Minister for Works, did not
hesitate—

Mr. Graham: My word he did!

Mr, WATTS: —to see that some people
at that time were no lenger employed by
that organisation.

Mr. Tonkin: They were all re-employed
subsequently.

Mr. WATTS: Maybe they were.

Mr. Tonkin: But they have not been
under your Government.

(4]
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Mr. WATTS: I would like to know the
exact percentage of those not employed.
I am given to understand it is a very small
one indeed.

Mr. Graham: They have given up the
ghost and left the State,

Mr. WATTS: They have not given up
the ghost and left the State at all, On
the contrary, the most recent figures
indicate that there is an addition to the
numbker of persons coming here as opposed
to those going away; and I am referring
to the tradesmen, too. Therefore, it is no
use the honourable member trying to
butiress up this element to which I have
referred by statements of the character
of the interjections he has just been
making. There has been nothing done up
to date which reasonably can give rise to
any of the statements which have been
made during the course of this debate in
regard to matters contained in the second
paragraph of this motion to which I am
now referring.

Reference has been made to the attitude
of the party which I have the honour to
lead, and I should have thought that it
was crystal clear and had been for at least
three years past, that there are very sound
reasons for that attitude. On the 31st
July, 1957, the member for Narrogin, on
behalf of the Country Party, moved this
motion—

That this House, in view of the
necessity for additional funds for
expansion of both primary and
secondary industries and essential re-
quirements, requests the Government
to sell the following trading con-
cerns:—

Mr. Graham: To hand the money to
the theatre proprietors.

Mr. WATTS: The motion continued—
(a) State Hotels.
(b} State Saw Mills.
(¢) State Brick Works.
(d) State Implement Works.,

and place the funds so receivable
partly to the capital of the Rural
and Industries Bank and the balance
to providing essential requirements.

During the course of the remarks the
honourable member made on that motion,
he was at pains to point out, firstly, the
losses that the majority of the instru-
mentalities mentioned had made; secondly,
the fact that they made no contribution
to the revenues of the Crown by way of
taxation, land tax, and the like, which, if
conducted by other than the Crown, they
would have to do; and, thirdly, that the
proceeds, which from any reasonable sale
would be a very substantial sum indeed,
could be utilised partly for the capital of
the Rural and Industries Bank and the
balance for providing essential reguire-
ments.
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Mr. Rowberry: Why dispose of those
assets? Why not negotiate a bank lcan
on the value of those assets, as the farmers
do?

Mr. WATTS: The member for Warren
wants to make a little research before he
trots out such a statement as that. He
knows—or he should know—that the loan
raisings of the State Governments depend
upon the decisions of the Australian Loan
Council; and he knows—o1 he shouid know
—that the amount which the Premier and
Treasurer of this State has put forward
as being the desired amount of loan
raising, so far as the State is concerned,
has always been considerably reduced when
the question of the decision of the Loan
Council came to be made. Consequently,
therefore, over a very long period of years,
there has never been enough raising
authorised by the Loan Council to cope
with the State’s essential requirements and
the development, {o what extent Iis
possible, of its various industries. As a
result, there has heen—and is naw—a very
serious lag in the requirements so far as
Western Australis is concerned.

It is not peculiar to Western Australia,
I agree, because the same principles of the
Australian Loan Council have, no doubt,
been applied to the other States; bhut we
are only dealing with Western Australia,
and that is the position here, and has been
for a considerable time.

If there were more funds available, it
would be possible to do other things which
at present cannot be done, some of them
heing very essential to be done; and if it
were possible to increase the allocation
of certain departments—for instance, the
Education Department and the Puhlic
Works Department—it would be practic-
able to do many things which I would
like to see done, and which other people
would like to see done but which, under
the present circumstances, cannot be done.
And that is what underlay the motion in
1957 and would underlie s0 far as I am
concerned, the present situation; because
it has been established quite clearly that
whatever proceeds were received from the
reasonable disposal of these assefs would
he available in addition to—and not in
substitution for—the ordinary loan raisings
through the Loan Council,

Therefore, they would be available, as I
say, to make some contribution towards
the lag in certain essential public require-
ments which are causing, if not concern,
at least disappointment to many people
who consider—and with some justification
—that they are entitled to see these things
done. Included among those might pos-
sibly be the member for East Perth,

The matter went further than that., Al-
though, as I say, the member for Narrogin,
on bhehalf of the Country Party, moved
the motion to which I have referred three
years ago, let us see what T had to say
on the subject on the 27th February, 1959,
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Mr. W. Hegney: You are not going to
refer to the proclamation, are you?

Mr, Graham: Do you always keep to
what you say?

Mr. WATTS: I have an exact copy of
what I said, because it was part of a
broadcast and is as follows:—

We believe that this State which is
almost always short of money for
many essential services such as schools,
hospitals, and other public require-
ments which are lagging behind even
current needs, cannot afford to in-
volve its restricted loan funds in de-
veloping State t(rading concerns, We
therefore propose to set our {faces
against any further State trading and
to encourage instead private capital to
carry on worthwhile and necessary
enterprises. Later I will refer to ways
and means by which the Government
can assist in this matter.

The "later” was after the broadcast ceased.
In the same way, the Premier—in deliver-
ing the same sort of broadcast speech as
the other, during the same week, said the
following when dealing with the guestion
of the disposal of certain State trading
concerns—

It is not our desire to close these
concerns down, We are anxious to
make them payable based on sound
business prineciptes. Our policy will be
to transfer them progressively to the
field of private industry without loss
of employment and where their con-
tinued operation will no longer he a
drag upon the economy.

Mr. W, Hegney: He is going to make
them pay first.

Mr. WATTS: The situation, therefore,
is that I have mentioned these things be-
cause I do not wish there to be any mis-
understanding on the part of the members
opposite as to the attitude which I and
those who sit with me here take on these
matters. We shall, as the Government will,
be particularly careful in any transaction
which comes up out of the intention on
the terms outlined and reiterated, as I
have said, to dispose of any of these con-
celns. We shall be particularty careful
to see that they are satisfactory proposals
on Aall three counts and satisfactory to
the State as well,

I think that in the end results for the
reason that I have given dealing with the
financial aspect, we shall be well advised
to do so provided that it is done on the
terms as I have mentioned and with due
regard to the economy and affairs of
Western Australia. I have no doubt what-
ever in my mind that when the iime
comes—if it does come-—to consider any
proposition which is made in regard to
any of these concerns, all those aspects
will be taken fairly into consideration; for,
I repeat, as far as I am personally con-
cerned—and, I believe, as far as all associ-
ated with us here are concerned—we stand
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second to none in having a reasonable
appreciation of the facts and a reasonable
desire to ensure that our fellow citizens
are not placed in an invidious position
because there happens to be a desire to
change the policy which has operated over
a considerable number of years and which
bitter experience financially—so far as I
am concerned—has induced us to see
changed.

Mr. Graham: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion gave you the answer to that the other
day.

Mr. WATTS: The Leader of the QOpposi-
tion has answered many things.

Mr. Graham: He showed they made a
profit, outside of the State Shipping Ser-
vice; and you are not thinking of selling
the State Shipping Service.

Mr. WATTS: They have not made a
profit. In many cases the answer is “No.”
There are a few instances where the posi-
tion is a little better.

Mr. Graham: The Deputy Premier had
better check his figures.

Mr. WATTS: We know perfectly well
what the figures are.

Mr. Graham: You have been listening
to the Liberal Party.

Mr. WATTS: Not at all.

Mr. Tonkin: What is wrong with the
profit made by the State Engineering
Works?

Mr. WATTS: That is the only one the
honourable member can pick on.

Mr. Tonkin: The State Hotels?

Mr. WATTS: They have always made
a loss except for a few of the last years.
They have made profits only at long in-
tervals; and they have paid no rates or
taxes.

Mr. Bickerton: Do they have to make a
profit for them to be an advantage?

Mr. WATTS: If they had paid rates and
taxes, they would not have made profits
on the occasions that they did. Now I am
going to deal with the first part of the
amendment.

Mr. Graham: You are making heavy
weather of it up to date.

Mr. WATTS: A great deal has been said
about the alleged promise made by me on
the 1st July, 1959—

Mr. Tonkin: It was a straight-out as-
surance.

Mr. WATTS: —when dealing with the
Bill to rescind or eancel the proclamation
which had been issued by the preceding
Government in the dying hours of its exist-
ence, and approximately three days after
the general election, with a maximum of
one week before it was completed through
Executive Council.

Mr. W. Hegney: While the Country
Party was wrangling with the Liberals over
office.
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Mr. WATTS: They were not wrangiing.
Mr. Brand: There was no wrangling.
Mr. W. Hegney: There was plenty of it.

Mr. WATTS: There was no wrangling at
all.

Several members interjected,

Mr. W. Hegney: Let the Deputy Premier
get his breath again.

Mr., WATTS: I am waiting for the
honourable member to allow me to pro-
ceed. On the occasion in question there
was no promise to do anything at all. The
statement that was referred to was one
in which I said, “The onus would be placed
upon the Government of issuing a fresh
proclamation to ensure the law is earried
into effect.” The word '‘onus” means
burden; and the meaning of that sentence,
s0 far as I am concerned—and I think any
reasonable person—is that the burden of
coming to a decision in regard to the
issuing of a proclamation was upon the
Government—

Mr. Graham: No.

Mr. WATTS: —if the proposition we put
up were not acceptable; and that is all
it could mean.

Mr. Graham: No.

Mr. WATTS: I will go a bit further.
Mr. Tonkin: A lot further.

Mr. WATTS: It was in no circumstances
accepted at the time as being an assurance.

Mr. Graham: In this interpretation of
yours—

Mr. WATTS: No interpretation such as
the honourable member or his colleagues
suggest was made or put upon the re-
marks at the time.

Mr. Tonkin: It was confirmed by the
Minister for Railways.

Mr. WATTS: I said that there was no
acceptance by the member for East Perth,
or his colleagues, of the assurance that it
is now alleged was given at the time.

Mr. Graham: It appears to be getting
more slimy as you proceed. I was right
when I first used that word, apparently.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WATTS: I think it is necessary to
be clear, first of all, as to the law on this
matter.

Mr. Tonkin: There is not much doubt
about that.

Mr. WATTS: I have great respect for
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition as
a political strategist or taectician, but I
have no respect whatever for him as an
interpreter of the law.

Mr. Tonkin: There are a few Q.C’s. in
the city, you know.

Mr. WATTS: I do not doubt that for
& moment. I have had the benefit of the
advice given by a couple of them, and



248

they do not atrive at anything like the
conclusions arrived at by the honourable
member. Therefore I say that T have great
respect for the member for Melville as
a political tactician or strategist, but I
have nec respect for him as an interpreter
of the law,

Mr. Tonkin: That is my idea of you.

Mr. WATTS: I am not asking the hon-
ourable member to accept my interpreta-
tion in this matter. At no stage in these
proceedings have I suggested that the in-
terpretation I am about to give is my
own., On the contrary, I have accepted
the best advice available to me on the sub-
ject, and I now propose, supposing the
honourable member will allow me to pro-
ceed, to endeavour to inform the House
what it is.

Mr. Tonkin: Dg you remember the Pil-
bara by-election? Do you remember the
temporary appointments to the Transport
Board?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WATTS: I shall be coming to that
in a little while; I have not overlooked it.

Mr. Tonkin: Your opinion was not too
good then.

Mr. WATTS: As the honourable member
was allowed to proceed, in his own way,
with his observations, it would not be a
bad idea if he allowed me to do the same.
That is a suggestion I make to him in
perfecily good faith.

Mr. Tonkin: It is a reasonable request.
You might have a talk to the Minister for
Railways, though.

Mr. WATTS: Apparently the honour-
able member finds it extremely difficult;
put perhaps he will do better in a minute
or two. I said that it is necessary to be
clear as to what the law is in the matter.
‘The law is contained in section 12 of the
Electoral Districts Aect, and it is to the
effect that a proclamation will issue when
either a resolution is passed by the Legis-
lative Assembly, or the Government so de-
termines. That is what the law is; be-
cause if the honourable member will take
the trouble to look at section 24, I think
it is, of the Interpretation Act—

My, Tonkin: Your promise is to be found
on page 36 of Hansard for 1959.

Mr. WATTS: It is section 23, which pro-
vides—

When in any Act the Governor is
authorised or required to do any act,
matter, or thing, it shall be taken to
mean that such act, matter, or thing
may or shall be done by the Governor
with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council.

As the member for Melville knows from
long experience, Executive Council is the
Government, In consequence, the Govern-
ment has the right to determine matters

[ASSEMEBLY.]

by advising the Governor in Executive
Council; and it shall be taken to mean
that the Governor shall do it only on that
advice.

Mr. Tonkin: But the Government has
ta give him the right advice.

Mr. WATTS: Therefore, as I say, the
fact is that a proclamation will issue when
either a resolution is passed by the Legis-
lative Assembly or the Government so de-
termines. That was borne out only too
well between March, 1953, and December,
1954, by the fact that the then Govern-
ment, headed by my worthy friend, the
Leader of the Opposition, did not take
any steps to issue that proclamation for
a matier of 21 months.

There was no automaticity about it. In
fact, the honourable gentleman went fur-
ther to make it clear that there was
nothing automatic about it; because, when
he was asked questions on several ocea-
sions, his reply was always that the mat-
ter was receiving conslderation. On one
occasion he said, “The Government has
not yet been able to give this matter full
consideration.” Later he said, “I will
undertake to have the matter investi-
gated.”

The member for Melville was a mem-
ber of that Executive Council or Govern-
ment; and he did not at any time, that 1
know of, complain either here or elsewhere,
publicly, that this auftomatic procedure
had not been adopted. Actually what hap-
pened was that a Bill was introduced some-
thing like 19 months after the election, and
it was rejected by the Legislative Assembly.

I said a little earlier that no suggestion
was made, at the time, that this alleged
statement of mine was an undertaking or
promise. In fact, the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, in addressing himself to
the Bill on the same day, said—this
appears in column 2, page 46, of Hansard
of the 1st July, 1959-—“The Government
will immediately do precisely nothing
about it.”

But I will go a little further. On the
6th July, 1959, in the course of a broad-
cast under the heading, “Highlights of
State Parliament’”, by the Leader of the
Opposition and Parliamentary Leader of
the Labour Party, no reference was made
to any such alleged promise. So, far from
referring to any alleged promise in dealing
with the matter of the Bill to revoke the
proclamation, the Leader of the Opposition
said, “The present Government has now
decided not to carry out the law and has
suspended its operation”. 1 suggest to
any reasonable man that if at that time
there had been scme undertaking given to
do something, he would not have said
that.

Mr. Tonkin: Your Bill was not intro-
duced until three or four months later.
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Mr. WATTS: This had nothing to do
with the Bill. This was five or six days
after the alleged undertaking. This has
nothing to do with the Bill which was
introduced five months later. This took
place a week after the lst July.

In another broadcast made by the Leader
of the Opposition on the 2nd November,
1959, dealing with the Bill to amend the
Electoral Districts Act, which had been
introduced by the Government the pre-
vious week, the whole of the broadcast
was devoted to the Bill in question, and
the Leader of the Opposition made no
reference whatever to any such alleged
promise, but merely attacked the provisions
of the Bill—that was the Electoral Districts
Act Amendment Bill, introduced in Novem-
ber, 1959.

I mention this because, if at that time
the Leader of the Opposition had had such
an alleged promise in mind, it would have
heen reasonable for him to advocate rejec-
tion of the Bill, not only on the ground
that he did advocate such rejection; but
on the ground, also, that if the Bill were
refected he would assume that the alleged
promise would be carried out.

But he did no such thing. He made
no assumption that the alleged promise
would be carried into effect, because at
that time he did not know that any such
statement had been made; and certainiy
he did not regard it as a promise. The
situation was that after a dig around,
later, he came across this statement and
decided to make some political capital oui
of it.

I will go on to deal with the Electoral
Districts Bill. His line of attack was based
on this texi—this is an extract from the
broadcast in question—

These proposals are an attempt by
the Government to defeat the reason-
able democratic right of the people
to elect their Government and fairly
to decide the personnel of the Legis-
lative Assembly. The legislation we
are now considering proposes to in-
crease the number of parliamentary
representatives in one part of the State
and to peg the number in another part
of the State-—the metropolitan area.
in other words, the number of mem-
bers is to be raised in that portion
of the State where population has not
increased and is to be pegged at its
present number in that part of the
State where population has increased
considerably.

He went on to say-—

What principle is it; what tradition
is it: what argument is it which would
give to a man and his wife living at,
say, Bulyee out in the country at least
twice the voting power and probably
three times the voting power of a
man and his wife who live at Leeder-
ville, Subiaco, or any other part of
the metropolitan area.
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There have been references, by mem-
bers on the other side of the House, to
hypocrisy. In the face of that speech, I
am going to suggest that the cap fits
members on the other side of the House
better than it fits members on this side.
This speech that I have referred to as
having been broadeast by the Leader of
the Opposition, is the more amazing when
reference is made to the Bill which was
introduced by him when Premier in 1954.
That Bill not only pegged the metropoli-
tan area—certainly on a different basis
from the one suggested—by taking in a
larger number of electors and widening
the area known as the metropolitan area
beyond its present figure, but it pegeed
that area when constituted. Not only did
it do that, but it provided, among other
things, that redistribution of seats could
not take place more often than after six
vears—which would be approximately
seven years—in order, apparently, to avoid
the prospect of redistribution toa fre-
quently.

Here I would point out that we had
a redistribution of seats in 1955, which was
operative in 1956. Not only did the Gov-
ernment do that, but also it made special
provisions for the retention of the three
northern seats, which we are all willing
to retain: but which, because there is no
requisite number of electors required for
either of those seats, gives an elector in
those northern areas—and in my view quite
properly—a voting strength about six or
seven times as great as the elcctor in
Leederviile and not twice as much as the
elector in Bulyee referred to by the hon-
ourable member, We all agree to that
proposition, and so does the Leader of the
Opposition.

However, in addition to that, he goes
a bit further in his Bill and makes special
provision in the outer Goldfields area and
gives the commissioners, if appointed, an
additional margin of up to 15 per cent.;
whereas, in the metropolitan area, he con-
fines it to 2% per cent., and in the country
districts to § per cent, Therefore, it would
have heen practicable, under that Bill, to
have a member in the outer areas to which
he referred as representing approximately
2,500 to 3,000 electors as against 10,000 or
12,000 in the metropolitan area, which
\lvould have made it approximately 4 to

So I supgest that, when it comes to a
question of hypocrisy, for a man to make
that broadcast on the lines that he did,
after having introduced the Bill, which, in
principle, so far as voting strength is con-
cerned, is precisely the same as the one
on which he was making his complaint,
is surely the essence of hypocrisy. The
situation is that, in a most interesting
letter which the honourable gentleman
wrate on the 17th January, 1955, to the
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Secretary of the Great Eastern Road Board
Association at Narembeen, he said this,
among other things—

I wouild point out the Bill which the
Government introduced in the Legis-
lative Assembly towards the eng of
last session did provide for a maxi-
mum number of seats to be fixed for
the metropolitan area, However, that
Bill did not pass the Assembly because
the required constitutional majority
was not available to support the Bill
and all members of the OQpposition
voted against the Bill. Therefore, the
Act introduced by the McLarty-Watts
Government, will continue. Unfortu-
nately, that Act does not limit the
number of seats to be given to the
metropolitan area.

So the honourable member was quite
clear on what he wanted to do in regard
to the metropolitan area. Yet in that
broadcast I referred to, he proceeds to
abuse us up hill and down dale for peg-
ging the metropolitan area, Not that his
own system was a befter one, but on the
principle of whether the metropolitan area
should be pegged, which is the very thing
the honourahble member wanted to do in
a slightly different way under his proposal.

Mr. Hawke: Not at its then present
number,

Mr. WATTS: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion should not forget that he greatly in-
creased the number of electors to arrive
at his additional two seats.

Mr. Hawke: Not greatly.

Mr. WATTS: Yes, by a considerable
number. If I remember rightly, the num-
ber of electors in those areas, based on the
figures issued by the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, increased from 198,000 to 210,000.
Therefore, there would have been an addi-
tional 12,000 persons brought into the
metropolitan area. That alone would have
justified at least one additional seat irres-
pective of any other considerations.

Mr. W, Hegney: It does not look as if
you are going to issue the proclamation.

Mr, Hawke: Will you quote to the House
paragraph 2 on the right hand side of page
39 of Hansard No. 1 of last session?

Mr. WATTS: I have not it available here.

Mr. Hawke: Could I send the Hansaerd
over to you? The paragraph is underlined
and it will be easy to pick out.

Mr. Graham: But embarrassing to read,
perhaps.

Mr. Court: It would take more than that
to upset the Deputy Premier.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister for Industrial
Development will upset all of them over
there before long. In fact, they are prac-
tically all in the cart now.

Mr. WATTS: In the course of his re-
marks, the member for Melville said—

Do not rely too much upon the ad-
vice which is tendered from the Crown
Law Department.
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Then he went on to say that the advice
that that department had tendered was
found to be completely false in regard to
a certain matter and that was in connec-
tion with the appointment of members to
the Transport Board.

Myr. Tonkin: You will recall that there
is also a second matter about the Pilbara
by-election.

Mr. WATTS: That was even before the
one that I have referred to.

Mr. Tonkin: It was found that its advice
was all cockeyed.

Mr. WATTS: If seems strange to me.
that the honourable member should find
it necessary to go hack 13 years in ovder
to defame persons who are not here to
defend themselves.

Mr. Tonkin: It is not a question of de-
faming them; it is a question of stating
facts.

Mr. WATTS: It is a qguestion of defam-
ing them. The honourable member said
that advice which was tendered by the
Crown Law Department was completely
false. '

Mr. Tonkin: It was wrong!
that?

Mr. WATTS: How many times is the
judement, even of the High Court, re-
versed by the law lords of the Privy
Council?

Mr. Hawke: Tao often!

Mr. WATTS: Is the honourable member
going to say that, in those circumstances,
a decision given by the High Court is com-
pletely false? I suggest that he would do
nothing of the kind. In this particular
matter there was ample room for disagree-
ment. As a matter of fact, although 1
was not able, of my own knowledge, prior
to todavy—and not even then, except on
inquiry—to form an opinion on exactly
what happened at that time—bhecause I
was not anywhere near the Crown Law
Department—it is quite clear to me now
that there was a divergence of opinion:;
and the majority, including some outside
practitioners, with whom the matter was
discussed, held the view—which was
tendered to the Government at the time
—that the transaction concerning the
appointment of members to the Transport
Board was valid. Subsequently, however,
further consideration was given to the
matter; and just as I have said that it is
extremely difficult in these matters—as it
is between the High Court and the Privy
Council—to arrive at a complete determin-
ation as to who is right, fortunately, or
unfortunately, the Privy Council has the
last say.

It was decided by the Crown Law officers
t0 recommend to the Government that it
place the matter beyond all dispute, beyond
all possibility of divergence of opinion, by
submitting a validating Act; and that is

What is
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what the Government did. But to suggest
that the opinions given by the officers of
the Crown Law Department were entirely
false is, I suggest, completely undeserved
and a strange statement to be made in
this House by a man who has had many
years of administrative responsibility, and
who must be well aware of the probity and
capacity of the gentlemen in question
within the limitations which I have already
indicated must be imposed on them when
some difficult and abstruse problem of the
law should arise.

The SPEAKER: The honourable Minis-
ter has five minutes left,

Mr. WATTS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
The member for Melville, in the course of
his remarks, also indicated that if this
proclamation was not issued, the validity
of the next election and the possibility of
a Government being established would be
in jeopardy. In fact, he even went so far
as to say that it would be invalid. I have
already expressed my opinion on the
capacity of the honourable gentleman to
determine these matters. But I ask: Where
does he get his authority from to begin
with?

Mr. Tonkin: I might tell you later.

Mr. WATTS: Secondly, the honourable
member would agree, I take it, that it
would not only be in this particular case
—supposing he was right at all, which I
deny—that the circumstances he men-
tioned would arise. For example, suppose,
during the period of 1953-54, when ibe
Government of that day was giving—as I
have indicated over a2 long period of
months—consideration to this matter,
there had been—and there could have
been because there was a stage when hoth
sides of the House were equal at the time
—a dissolution of the Parliament.

Mr. Tonkin: That is purely hypothetical.

Mr. WATTS: It is not hypothetical at
all. There would have been a certificate
issued by the Chief Electoral Officer
months ago; there would have been no
proclamation issued; and there would have
been an election; and, according to the
honourable member, it would have heen
invalid.

Mr. Tonkin: That is my advice.

Mr. WATTS: In my opinion, it is com-
pletely wrong. The c¢ase which the
honourable member brings here is purely
a political one. I have been fold that,
according to the provisions of the Inter-
pretations Act, the Governor should do
something or may do something only on
the advice of the Executive Council, or he
does not act at all. 4 mandamus cannot
be obtained, so therefore it is not com-
pulsory to issue the proclamation. As a
matter of faect, in conclusion—I could go
on for some time, but the time is limited—
there is this to be said: That the certificate
having been issued at the end of Mareh,
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1959, by the Chief Electoral Officer, after
the triennial election, makes the Chief
Electoral Officer functus officio,

Mr. Tonkin: That is a very convenient
interpretation,

Mr. WATTS: It is a mosf correct inter-
pretation.

Mr. Hawke; What about your promise?

Mr. WATTS: I have teld the honourable
member that there is no promise.

Mr. Hawke:; Will you read paragraph 2
to which I have referred?

Mr. WATTS: I have read the whole of
what is there, and the honourable member
has repeated il to me ad nauseum. The
burden of deciding the matter would be on
the Government and it still is.

Mr. Hawke: Oh no it wasn’t! You are
dodging the issue!

Mr. WATTS: The honourable member
knew no such undertaking in eight months
after it, and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition did not, either.

Mr. Tonkin: Is a proclamation without
provisions a proclamation?

Mr. WATTS: Provisions of what?

Mr. Tonkin: The Government has a
proclamation without any provisions, he-
cause you cancelled them as if they were
never in operation.

Mr. WATTS: We have not a preclama-
tion at all.

Mr. Hawke: What have you got?

Mr. WATTS: We have Act No. 1 of 1959
which has obliterated the proclamation
which the honourable member's Govern-
ment issued—

Mr. Tonkin: You read the statement with
regard to that! You have put your foot in
it now!

Mr. WATTS: No I have not. The Act was
brought before the House in order to
get rid of the proclamation issued by the
honourable member's Government for the
reasons given at that time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR, MOIR (Boulder—on amendment)
[7.311: I would like to contribute a little
to this debate on the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. I might say I
listened with great interest to the Attorney-
General when he was speaking prior to the
tea suspension. To my mind, the Attorney-
General made some very extraordinary
statements in view of previous statements
which he made in this House when the
Electoral Bill was under discussion last
year.

He made reference to the fact that the
Labour Government, before going out of
office, and in the period following the
election, caused a proclamation to be issued
under the Electoral Act. I think he would
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be the first to admit that the Government
has a duty to advise the Governor on
certain questions. It must be remembered
that that was a time just following an
election—an election that was fought very
strenuously—and the main matter that
the now coalition Government placed be-
fore the electors was that, in its opinion,
the Labour Government was not fit to be
entrusted with the duty and the obligation
of governing this State. It waxed very
eloguent on that topic at the time of the
elections.

It came to office when it won the elec-
tions by a very narrow majority. But what
did we find? It was quite content to
allow the Labour Governmient to remain in
office—the Government in which it told
the people it had no faith. However,
it was quite in order for that Government—
I speak from memory—to remain in office
for ten days after the elections. Therefore,
that Government was charged with the
duty of governing the country.

I think we all know why there was a
lapse of time. We know that the coalition
parties were engaged, during that period,
in a wrangle, which I prefer to call bar-
gainjng amongst themselves to see who was
to receive the plums of office on that side.

The SPEAKER: I hope the honourable
member is going to relate these remarks
to the amendment.

Mr. MOIR: Yes, Sir; they are pertinent
to what I am going to say. After that, the
Government has the effrontery to come
here and say that the Opposition, when in
Government, did something that was en-
tirely wrong by carrying out the law of the
land which should be in operation at
all times but which, at the present time,
is hot in operation or is not being carried
out in its essential requirements by the
Government of the day.

In his speech, the Attorney-General gave
certain explanations of certain statements
he made in this House during the last
session of Parliament. I am just a man
who is representative of a cross-section of
the people. Ido notlay any claims to having
any high order of intelligence, but I do
claim to have a reasonable knowledge of
the English language. So I think it is
time that somebody brought down a Bill.

We know that for a proper understand-
ing of the laws of the country, and so that
lawyers and judges may understand them,
we have what we call the Interpretation
Act: and I think it is high time, in view
of the statements made not only by the
Attorney-General, but also by other Minis-
ters on that side of the House, that we had
an Interpretation Act so that members of
Parliament, and people in general, can
really understand what is meant when
members of the Government make certain
stalements.

Words used here by Ministers on the
other side of the House convey a certain
meaning to me; and I would undertake
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they would convey to the majority of the
people the meaning I take from them.
When members of the Government are
confronted with what they said previously,
their words have an entirely different
meaiing or construction placed upon them.

I am going to quote some of the remarks
of the Attorney-General oh the debhate on
the Electoral Bill during the last session
of Parliament, in which he made certain
statements; and in which, to my mind,
he gave an undertzking to this Parliament
that in the event of certain things frans-
piring, the law would be catried out. In
other words, that if the Electoral Districts
Bill, then before the House, was not car-
ried, the Act would be implemented. The
Attorney-General had this to say in Han-
sard Vol. 1 of 1959, page 39—

The revocation of the proclamation,
however, as proposed in this Bill, is
only to do this: to give the present
Government an opportunity of seeking
the agreement of Parliament to pro-
posals for the alteration of the law so
that if Parliament accepts those alter-
ations, and in the light of those alter-
ations, the necessary proclamation can
be issued to enable the commissioners
to proceed with adjustments of elec-
toral boundaries in accordance with
the amended law to which Parliament
would then have agreed.

This is the important part—

On the other hand, if Parliament
should reject those amended propos-
als, or any proposal which might be
brought forward, then it is quite clear
that the present statute will remain
and the onus would be placed upon
the Government of issuing a fresh
nroclamation {o ensure the law is car-
ried into effect.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is plain enough.

Mr. Graham: What does the Premier
say about that?

Mr. MOIR: There is anly one construc-
tion to be placed on those words: If the
Bill before the House failed to become law,
then the existing law would be carried
out. I think it is gquite clear that an
undertaking was given, not only to this
House, but to the people of Western Aus-
tralia that the Government would proceed
to carry out the law. Evidently the Leader
of the Opposition was in some doubt be-
cause, when he was commenting on the
Bill, he had this to say—

I would not go that far; bhut it is a
very slippery pig in a poke. Fancy
asking members of a representative
assembly, such as we have here, to
embrace this thing without our know-
ing one word about what the Govern-
ment is going to introduce later on in
the session by way of amendments to
the parent Act. That is what the
Bill is doing. It is asking every mem-
ber of this Chamber tc embrace its
proposals—te accept it-—without the
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faintest knowledge of what is to follow
it. Any member of this House who
swallows that is ever so much sillier
than I thought he was.

Mr. Court: He does not commit him-
self to the new Bill.

Mr, Hawke: Of course he does not
cemmit himself to the new Bill! But
he cancels out the operation of the
existing Act; and that is a very vital
consideration.

Mr. Court: No he doesn’t! The At-
torney-General explained why it would
not do that.

There we have the Minister for Indus-
frial Development in no doubt whatsoever
a5 to what the Attorney-General said; and
his interpretaticn was evidently the one
placed on that assurance by members on
this side of the House.

Mr. Graham: He is as slippery as that
pig in the poke.

Mr. MOIR: Evidently the Minister for
Industrial Development held the firtn belief
that if that amending Bill were not passed,
then the parent Act should prevail. The
Attorney-General, on page 56, in reply to
an interjection by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, said this—

It was certainly intended that when
a certain state of affairs was reached,
a proclamation should be issued in
reasonable time.

What does that mean? 1 think any
reasponable person would have no other
interpretation to place on it cxcept that
a proclamation would be issued. Yet we
have had the Attorney-General say in this
Chamber that he has no intention of issu-
ing a proclamation. I do not know where
we are getting to. At one time—years ago
—people used to place a lot of reliance on
what was said in Parliament. I must ad-
mit to being naive enough myself to be-
lieve that solemn undertakings given by
the people in this Chamher, or elsewhere
for that matter, had to be taken at their
face value, and that ome could rely on
them. But apparently in this year of 1960
we have a different conception as to what
solemn assurances given in this Chamber
mean.

Mr. May: By the present Goverhment,
¥ou mean.

Mr. MOIR: Yes.

Mr. May: I thought you meant that.

Mr. MOTIR: I never thought that solemn
assurances given by people who sit on this
side of the House would be disregarded.
If the present situation continues, the
pffairs of this State must get into a rather
extraordinary and chaotic condition; and
the whole responsibility lies at the door of
this Government. I know it takes its re-
sponsibilities very lightly. That is quite
evident from the many rhatters that have
transpired since 1t has been in office. But
the people of this State deserve sorhething
better than that.
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The Attorney-General referred to this
amendment of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion as bheing designed to create fear and
apprehension in the minds of employees of
State concerns. All I have to say to that
is that there is no need for anyone to
move motions designed to do that; because
by its ham-fisted and bull-headed metheds,
the Government has already done it, un-
fortunately.

I recently journeyed to the South-West of
the State in the electorate of the member
for Warren where, as members Kkhow,
there are State trading concerns; and 1
found that because of the deliberate policy
of this Government—and I say “‘deliberate”
advisedly—there are people there, em-
ploved in those concerns, who certainly
feel great fear and apprehension; and they
have every reason tc. In moving around,
one could see that a pelicy has been carried
cut which, in my opinion, was deliberately
designed to sabotage those concerns, I
found employees who were fearful of what
was going to happen in the future; because
where previously there was embployment
for them in their jobs, quite a few of them
found that while they had a place of em-
ployment to go to, there was very little
work for them to do. Quite a few of them
told me they were deliberately filling in
time at the behest of the managements
of those concerns.

That indicated to me that a policy is
being followed by this Government of
deliberately causing those concerns to run
down. We know it is the Government’s ex-
pressed intention to sell those concerns, to
dispose of them:; and it appears that to
justify its action, the Government wants
to see them run down as much as possible.
I suppose there would be people—probably
political supporters of this Government—
who will be getting those concerns at a
very, very reasonable price indeed. I have
no doubt about it.

Mr, May: You mean at a ridiculous
price.

Mr. MOIR: Well, at a ridiculous price—

Mr. Rowberry: Reasonable to the buyer.

Mr. MOIR: It is idle for the Attorney-
General—ot anybody else en that side of
the House—to say that if these concerns
are disposed of, the welfare of the workers
in those concerns will be taken care of by
this Government; that they will have con-
tinuity of employment. Where will that
be? In Fremantle gaol, after they have
stolen bread to ease their hunger, because
they have no money to buy bread? Any-
body knows it is absolutely ridiculous to
speak of ensuring that these people will
have continuity of employment in those
concerns after the Government has dis-
posed of them. Even a child not long out
of kindergarten class at school would know
that once one has disposed of anything
to another person and it passes into his
;::;ossession, he decides what he will do witle
it.
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It is no good the Government saying,
“We want those employees kept on; we
want to see that you continue to employ
them”; because, on the face of it, that is
absolutely ridiculous. It is impossible to
impose that condition on the person pur-
chasing a particular concern or various
concerns. After he has taken over the
concern, he is the sole arbiter of whom
he employs; how manhy he employs; whom
he puts on, or whom he puts off; or whe-
ther he closes the whole show up—which
is very likely to happen; because, in the
arzas where some of these concerns are
situated, there are other concerns operat-
ing; and no doubt the pegple who are
operating those private concerns would be
very very anxious to have given them, or
secure on very, very favourabls terms, these
State trading concerns in order that they
might eliminate competition.

As a matter of fact, there is no doubt at
all that that is behind the Government's
move in getting rid of these concerns: it
does not want any competition with pri-
vate suppliers. The Government is not
a bit perturbed, after having read the
Railway Commissioner’s report, that there
will be a greater possibility of collusive
tendering amongst the sawmillers who are
tendering for Government contracts, and
that they will be able to put their own
prices upon commodities which they re-
tail to the people. We know that State
Building Supplies lost £47,000 last year.
Why did they lose? The answer is quite
simple—hecause they received £500,000 less
in orders from the Government.

Mr. Court: Which year are you talking
ahout—June, 19597

Mr. MOIR: Last year.

Mr. Court: That was mainly your year
of office,

Mr. Hawke:
out?

How do you make that
¥You should check up on the dates.

Mr. May: Did you take over on the
15t April?
Mr. Court: You had it for nine months.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister for Industrial
Development is evidently tangled up in
his dates.

Mr. Hawke: Just tangled up!

Mr. Court: You check your dates.

Mr. MOIR: It is quite apparent that
there has been g deliberate poliey of chan-
nelling Government orders from channels
away from where they have been going
previously, and away from the State trad-
ing concerns. That has been done with
a twofold purpose in mind: on the one
hand, to give added business to these pri-
vate concerns; and on the other hand, fo
run the State trading concerns down as
far as they can possibly do so.

It was =also interesting that the At-
torney-General referred to his motion,
moved in this Heuse in 1957—to the effect
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that the State trading concerns be disposed
of in order that money could be made avail-
able for essential public requirements—as
we know, as elicited in this House since
we commenced a few short days ago, that
the Government is not at all worried as
to how it spends its money—or appar-
ently so. If the Attorney-General was so
concerned about saving money in order
that it might be spent elsewhere on
esseniial requirements of the State, why
does he not turn his attention to some of
these items {hat have been brouvght forth
here by way of question and answer in
this House?

On Tuesday last, in answer to questions
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
the Minister for Railways gave the very
disturbing information—very disturbing to
members on this side of the House if not
on the other side—that the Government
is purchasing the requirements of the Mid-
land Junction Workshops at a cost far
in advance of what that same article could
be manufactured for in the Midland Junc-
tion workshops. We find, according to the
Minister’s answers, that one jtem purchased
from cutside the workshops for £11 3s. 1d.
each could be manufactured in the work-
shops for £1 16s. 1d.

Mr. Giraham: I wish the Minister
would laugh that one off.

Mr, Roberts: Which item is that?

Mr. MOIR: I suggest the honourable
member look up the Voles and Proceedings.
He was present. Another item, for which
the Govermment is paying £30 1l6s. 3d.
each, could he manufactured in the work-
shops for approximately £17. These are
not figures from anybody on this side of
the Hoguse, but they are figures given hy
the Minister for Railways., We also find
that, concerning cylinder heads—

Mr, Tonkin: That’'s a beauty!

Mr. MOIR: —this Government is pur-
chasing them at an imported cost of £128
each when, according to the Minister, they
can be manufactured at Midland Junction
for £65 5s. 5d.

Mr. Graham: We shall have to sack the
Minister, I think.

Mr. MOIR: If the Minister was manag-
ing a business for any of his friends, he
would not last two days.

Mr. Graham: That is precisely what he
is doing, unfortunately.

Mr. MOIR: And he tells us, knowing
these facts—I hate to think he only learned
of this as a result of the guestions asked
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
—that as short a time ago as the third
day of the fourth month the Government
order=d 24 of these cylinder heads at this
inflated cost of £128. So is there any
wondear that I rather question the intention
of the Attorney-General to save money in
order that it can be spent on essential re-
quirements of the public?
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Mr. J. Hegney: No wonder they have to
increzse railway fares and freights.

Mr. Graham: And hospital charges!
Mr. W. Heegney: And water rates!

Mr, MOIR: High costs become inevit-
able if money is to be sguandered,
and the people who are going to pay for
it are the workers of Western Australia,
Evidently the Government is not con-
cerned about that at all—could not care
less, There is the matter of cylinder
sleeves, which the Government purchases
from outside suppliers at £11 each, and
which can be made in the workshops for
less than £2.

Mr. Court: Why has this suddenly be-
come important? When you were in office,
it did not seem to be important.

Mr. MOIR: We were governing the
country properly; we were not giving the
country away.

Mr. Court: You were buying spare parts.

Mr. Graham: It was a different set of
circumstances.

Mr. Tonkin: Why don't you tell the
vhole story?

Mr. Court: You know the whole story.

Mr. Tonkin: ¥You know very well you
aren't!

Mr. MOIR: I am afraid that some of the
utterances, and scme of the statements
made here, would have to be more con-
vincing than they have been up to date
for me to believe them.

Mr, Couri: There are more paris being
made there than ever before.

Mr, Tonkin: That statement was de-
bunked last Thursday.

Mr. Court: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. May: What about your remarks on
TV last night?

Mr. MQIR: I think the less said abcut
the Minister for Railways and his ap-
pearance on TV the better it would be
for him; because he made some extraordin-
ary statements on TV,

Mr. W. Hegney: That is not the only
place either.

Mr. Graham: They tell me that Ashton's
Circus is after him!

Mr. MOIR: As reference has been made
to TV T should like to say this about it:
While the Minister for Railways admitted
the McLarty-Watts Government equipped
the workshops with expensive and up-
to-date machinery at a cost of £2,000,000,
and he admitted that some of it would be
idle, he passed it off airily by saying,
“That is inevitable in a large concern.” I
come from a part of the country where
the industry on which the people depend
for a livelihood could neot adopt such an
attitude: the people there have to make
expensive equipment earn every penny
that it is possible to earn. They cannot
afford to have valuable equipment lying
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idle; it has to be well used, and I would
say that practice is followed with any
private industry. Where private industry
does not follow such a course it will end up
in the liquidator's hands, or in the Bank-
ruptey Court.

Mr. Graham: That is where we 2are
heading.

Mr. MOIR: One has only to consider
the fact that capitalisation and interest
charges are very costly, and when
machinery is not utilised to the full it
must add fo the over-all cost of every
item that is made in the plant, which
means an inflated cost for every article
produced. It makes one wonder whether
in this instance it is being done by de-
liperate design.

Mr. Graham: Of course it is!

Mr. MOIR: Is it keing done so that at
some future date the Government will he
able to say, “We will have to get rid of
this machinery. It is just lying idle and
we cannot afford to have it idle. We will
just have to dispose of it”? And somebody
will come along and get some cheap
machinery.

I have heen interested, fco, about the
Government’s proposals with respect to
the building of two Westland trains. Other
speakers have dealt with the pros and
cons of the matter, but the thought that
strikes me is with respect to the economics
of the whole question. It appears that
the Government does not desire to find
out whether these trains can be built at
the Midland Junetion Workshops cheaper
than they can be purchased from works
outside it. Apparently the Government
is not concerned about that aspect of the
matter; but I wonder whether it is an
economic proposition to purchase these
trains at all. After all, we have exist-
ing Westland trains that operate between
Kalgoorlie and Perth; and I would say.
without fear of contradiction, that the
Westland train is far better than some, if
not most, of the main trains operating in
other parts of the Commonwealth. It is
better than any train on which I have
travelled in New South Wales; and it is
far hetter than any train on which I have
traveiled in Queensland.

Mr. Bovell: Then you have not travelled
on the Sunlaender from Brisbane to Cairns;
because that is a very fine train, and the
gauge is 3 ft. 6 in.

Mr. MOIR: I am sorry that I spoke so
loudly that I woke the Minister for Lands
up.

Mr. W. Hegney: He will doze off again.

Mr. MOIR: I am wondering if it is really
necessary t{o have these two new West-
land trains built when we consider that
proposals are afoot to have a standard
gauge railway from Kalgoorlie to the
metropolis.
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The construetion of such a railway does
not appear imminent, but it is something
which is projected by the Commonwealth
Government. If and when that comes
about, any rolling stock at present being
used on the Perth-Kalgoorlie run will, to
a certain extent, become redundant. I am
aware, of course, that the 3 ft. 6 in. gauge
would be refained, but the coaches which
the Government intends to have bhuilt
would not then be required. I also won-
der, in view of the Premier’s answers to
questions I asked tonight about the propo-
sition he has put forward, in conjunction
with the Premier of South Australia, that
an all-black road be built across the
desert from east to west—

Mr. Bickerton: We want one from north
to south first.

Mr, W. Hegney: My word, we do!

Mr. MOIR: I can remember reports at
the time the statement was made which
seemed to indicate that the Premier was
hopeful that such a road would be built.
It is a laudable object, and some day we
may have it; but I am wondering whether
the Premier is altogether on the beam
when he advocates that a black road be
built by the Commonwealth Government
and, at the same time, is prepared to com-
mit the State to the expenditure of
£500,000 for each of the two trains that I
have mentioned-—making a total well in
advance of £1,000,000,

We know perfectly well that if an all-
black road were built across the continent
there would immediately be a falling off in
passenger traffic on the Trans-train, and
there would alsc be a severe falling off in
the amount of freight ecarried on the
Kalgoorlie-Perth train. We know that
some types of freight are carried on the
Commonwealth part of the line but are
not carried over our lines, because they
are taken off at Kalgoorlie and brought
down by road.

The SPEAKER: I think the honourable
member is getfing a bit away from the
amendment.

Mr. MOIR: I am speaking on the ex-
penditure of money, Mr. Speaker. It
appears that the Government has not
looked closely at its responsibility in these
matters, and it cheerfully goes on spend-
ing money unnecessarily. Despite that, the
Government says that by moving a motion
in this House we are putting fear and
apprehension inte the minds of people
employed at these concerns.

We have been told by the Minister for
Railways that the employees at the Mid-
land Junection Workshops have nothing
whatever to fear; that there will be no
sackings at Midland Junction, I heard
him state that on the TV programme last
night: he said that the work force would
bhe reduced by not replacing men when they
left their employment at the workshops
either through sickness, old age, or volun-
tarily.
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Mr. Brand:; Wasn't that the policy your
Government followed with the railways?

Mr, Graham: Not with skilled tradesmen.

Mr. MOIR: When I was a lad, or just &
boy, I was always adiured by my parents
not te interrupt when their elders were
speaking,

Mr, Brand: All right! I won't embarmrass
you any further.

Mr. MOIR: Perhaps the Premier will
give a little bit of thought to what I am
going to say.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes to go.

Mr. MOIR: What would happen if there
was a greater preponderance of tradesmen
than tradesmen’s assistants who, for one
reason or another, left the workshops?
What would happen tc the tradesmen's
assistants? Would they be employed to
look at one another? What would happen
if there were more tradesmen’s assistants
than fradesmen? I can remember that
last night the Minister for Railways fre-
quently used the word “unbalance.” I
cannot think of anything more designed
to create an unbalance in the work force
than just to allow something to happen
haphazardly.

If the Government's policy is allowed
te continue, we will find that certain
people will be told they are redundant,
because people who were necessary to their
employment—or a certain section of them:
or a certain number of them—have left
for wvarious reasons. The Government
will say, “I am sorry old chap, but you
have to go.” Then, on the other hand, my
experience of the GGovernment in this
House, after hearing assurances that have
been given, has been that they are either
forgotten or denied. If I were an employee
of the Midland Junection Workshops, or
any of the State trading concerns, I would
not place one iota of reliance on the
utterances or promises given by Ministers
of this Government.

MR. MAY (Collie—on amendment)
[8.121: I am eglad the Attorney-General
has returned to his seat, because I really
intended to say some nice Kind things
about him: but I am afraid his attitude with
respect to the electoral situation has
thrown a certain amount of restraint on
me. It is well known, and it is in evidence
in Hansard, that the Attorney-General gdid
make the statement to which reference has
been made; and in ordinary circumstances
the promise would be kept. However, in
this case, it is not being kept. I would sug-
gest to any Minister that when a promise
has been made and he finds that, because
of certain circumstances, it cannot be ful-
filled. the proper thing to do is to come to
this House and inform members as to the
reasons why it is not possible to carry out
the promise made.
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I think that applies to almost every-
thing, and I was surprised {onight to hear
the Attorney-General say, or at least deny,
that he ever made the promise. I think
that all Ministers, and private members,
too, would be well advised to take the
attitude I have mentioned. If they make
statements that they intend to do certain
things, and citcumstances change and they
are unable to carry out what they intended
to do, I think they should be men enough
to come to this House and inform members
of the circumstances which have prevented
them from carrying out their intentions.

I now wish to say something regarding
essential commodities, the basi¢c wage, and
prices. There is no doubt that this Gov-
ernment has been most remiss; it has fail-
ed to maintain any control whatsoever
over prices, and, as far as I can ascertain,
it has made no effort to control them.
Members of the Government, and the
Premier in particular, have grizzled—

Mr. Graham: That is nothing new for
him.

Mr. MAY: —when the Government has
been called upon to find an extra £1,000,000.
I can understand the Premier going out
of the Chamber at this particular moment.

Mr. Roberts: So can we.

Mr. MAY: He grizzled in the Press that
it would mean the Government would have
to find another £1,000,000 to make up for
the recent increase in the basic wage. I
also notice a grizzle has come from ithe
private employers. If my memory serves
me right, they claimed it would cost them
£1,300,0G0, Supposing the Arbitration
Court had not approved of the basic wage
increase, it would have meant that the
workers of this State would have had to do
without the essential commodities they
need, such as food, clothing, and every-
thing else, to the extent of £2,300,000.

Tt is useless to argue that because of the
basic wage increase made by the Arbitra-
tion Court, prices have risen, That is too
silly for words; hecause had prices not
risen over the three months under review,
the basic wage would not have been alter-
ed. That brings me to the point that un-
less some action is taken by the present
Government to try to control—to some ex-
tent at any rate—the prices of commeod-
ities, we shall have the spectacle of the
basic wage being increased every quarter.

I want now to say something about the
State trading concerns. If I remember
rightly, the MecLarty-Watts Government,
from 1947 to 1953, took no action to dis-
pose of any of the State trading concerns,
The policy of the Liberal Party in those
years was just the same as the policy of
the Brand-Waits Government today. But
the McLarty-Watts Government was not
concerned with the disposal of State trad-
ing concerns; and I want to know the
reason why this particular Government is
so agitated about the matter. In looking
along the ministerial benches, we find that
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the Minister for Health was not a Minister
in the McLarty-Watts Government. Nor
was the Minister for Agriculture, or the
Minister for Railways and Industrial De-
velopment.

Mr. Graham: He should not be in this
one.

Mr. MAY: The Minister for Lands was
not a Minister in the MclLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment and neither was the Minister for
Transport. In looking over those new
Ministers—

Mr. W. Hegney: What a bunch!

Mr. MAY: —could anyone imagine the
Minister for Health being so set on the dis-
posal of State trading concerns? It would
not have entered his head. The same
applies to the DMinister for Agriculture.
He is too worried about the price of wheat,
and the price of wool and other things,
to worry about the disposal of State trad-
ing concerns. I will have something to
say about the Minisier for Railways and
Industrial Davelopment shortly. The Min-
ister for Lands has never shown any
interest or desire since he has been in this
House to dispose of State trading concerns:
and that also applies to the Minister for
Transport. As a matter of fact, I think
the Minister for Transport would be in
favour of keeping them. .

Mr. Perkins: Don't you recall one occa-
sion when I tried to get rid of one of
the State pubs?

Mr, MAY: T remember no such thing.
But I did not make any promise in con-
nection with it, so T am not breaking
a promise! I said I would return to the
Minister for Railways and Industrial De-
velopment. He is one of the new Min-
isters; he has not previously held a port-
folio. Having looked at the Minister for
Health, the Minister for Agriculture, the
Minister for Lands, and the Minister for
Transport, my interest now centres on the
Minister for Railways and Industrial De-
velopment.

Mr, Graham: Ten little nigger boys.

Mr, Court: You fellows are making me
feel important.

Mr. MAY!: I wonder to what extent this
Minister inh question—
Mr. Graham: Question mark.

Mr. MAY: —has hulldozed this Govern-
ment into seeing his point of view in
relation to this matter,

Mr. Perkins: I can assure you that none
of us sees any virtue in using loan funds
to keep the State trading concerns going.

Mr, Graham: You keep subsidising your
theatire proprietors.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Collie will address his remarks to the
Chair.

Mr. MAY: I certainly will, Mr. Speaker,
and I am sorry I allowed myself to be
drawn away by the Minister for Transport;
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I should not have done s0. But I think
he should put his suggestions to Cabinet,
and not to this House, because mobody
on this side will take any notice of him,

Mr. Perkins: You need a lot of advice.

Mr. MAY: Whatever advice I may need,
I would much rather come to you, Mr.
Speaker, than ask the Minister for Trans-
port.

Mr. Court: You'll get on!

Mr. MAY: As we all know, the policy
of the Government—which, of course, is
referred to in the amendment to the
Address-in-Reply—is the disposal of all
trading concerns.

Mr. Norton: Was that the policy of the
Minister for Industrial Development?

Mr. MAY: In my opinion there has been
so much pressure brought to hear on the
Minister for Railways and Industrial De-
velopment from his colleagues in St.
George's Terrace, that he is now beginning
to wilt under that pressure; and, as a
consequence, has convinced all those un-
believing Ministers in the Government that
what he wants to do is the right thing,

Mr. Graham: There is tremendous pres-
sure behind them.

Mr. MAY: He has no alternative under
the set-up under which he came into this
Parliament, and under which he continues
to be in this Parliament.

Mr. Graham: ZLashed by a siring of
sausages!

Mr. MAY: He must obey the dictates of
his colleagues on St. George’s Terrace.

Mr. Jamieson: I thought he owned St.
George’s Terrace.

Mr. MAY: Not yet: but I believe he
has aspirations in fthat direction. There
is no question but that the Minister has
been highly pressurised by those people
who live in the grand offices in Sf. George’s
Terrace. They have said to him, “You
have got to do this, and you have got lo
do that; you have got to get rid of this
and you have got to get rid of that—or
else”. 1 believe the Minister concerned
has been & very willing tool. I believe
that the people living in St. George's Ter-
race are the hungriest people in this State;
and I am sure the Minister knows it. Every
morning we see the tremendous profits that
are made by these various companies; they
are included in The West Ausirqlian. Yet
we have an immediate outery if the
worker is given 5s. or 6s. a week extra
in the basic wage.

Mr. Rowberry: Extra!

Mr. MAY: According to their thinking
it is extra. I wonder what the worker
would do if he were taking part in the
profits shown in the business sheets of
The West Australian every morning; the
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profits made by this company and that
company. That pleases the instincts of
the Minister for Industrial Development.

Mr, W. Hegney: The killer instinct.
Mr. Court: The same old record.

Mr. MAY: While the Minister was in
England, he was called a ilttle ball of five;
but I think that was misplaced. He feeis
it is his job to liguidate the workers as
sgon as possible, and to increase the profits
of the various companies we see announced
in The West Ausirelian every day. That is
the sum total of the Minister’s ambition
at the present time. What explanation
could there he for the present attitude of
the Government when we find that the
McLarty-Watts Government made no at-
tempt to do what has heen done hy this
Government?

The McLarty-Watts Government had the
same policy that this Government has, and
vet there was no mention of the Midland
Junction Workshops being over-staffed;
there was no menticn of the men not doing
a good job; there was no mention that the
railways were having it all their own way;
or that workers there were not doing their
joh.

Sir Ross MclLarty: It is a great pity we
ever got rid of that Government.

Mr. MAY: If T ever had to make my
choice, I know which Government I would
choose; but if the Minister for Industrial
Developnment had been a Minister in the
McLarty-Watts Government the same
trouble would have arisen.

Mr. Roberts: Did you ever criticise the
McLarty-Watts Government?

Mr. MAY: I did, and I am prepared to
criticise this Government; indeed, I am
deing so now, because I do not think it
has the right to do what it is doing to
the working class of this State at the
moment. It is all very well for the Min-
ister to say there is no anxiety in the
country; that the people are not worried.

Mr. Court: It is you who are making
them worried.

Mr. MAY: The Minister is mixing with
the wrong fraternity: he does not know
what is going on. Of course there is anxiety
in the couniry; particularly is there
anxiety among the womenfalk, whose job
it is to see that the children are fed.

The Minister for Public Works is not
here. We all know the anxiety he has
caused by dispensing with labour in the
Public Works Department. It is useless
to say that those men have gained employ-
ment elsewhere. Some of them certainly
have; but when men are displaced from
their jobs at 50 years of age—from jobs
in which they have heen all their lives—
they have very little chance of securing
employment with private interests, No
private employer will engage a man over
50 vears of age, when he can obtain the
services of younger men. That was the
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most cruel part of the action taken by the
Minister for Works. It would have been
all right if those men he displaced had
immediately secured employment in other
vocations; but a lot of those between 40 and
60 were not acceptable to private em-
ployers; and, as a consequence, they had
to bhe given social service benefits. Some
of them are still receiving soeial service
berefits; while others, luckily, obtained the
old age pension—Ifor what it is worth.

It is quite wrong for the Minister to say
that no anxiety has been caused. Of
course there is anxiety. If he wants to he
reassured on this pomnt, let him ask the
member for Warren, or the member for
Fremantle, or the member for Guildford-
Midland. Thousands of people are anxious
and worried as to what the next action
of this Government is likely to be to de-
prive them cof their livelihood. I do not
want to prolong this debate unnecessarily;
but I fell I should express myself on what
this Government is deing in the direction
to which I have referred. Surely some of
the Ministers have a little feeling in this
matter!

Mr. Perkins: You are ill-informed; we
have a shortage of skilled tradesmen.

Mr. Tonkin: No wonder; you are getting
rid of the apprentices.

Mr. MAY: That sort of thing will not
wash. These men who were displaced
from the Public Works Department fol-
lowed their particular callings during the
best years of their lives. They were not
adaptable, at the time when they were
dismissed, to the other jobs referred to
by the Minister. How long will the rising
generation continue to become trained
for these jobs mentioned by the Minister?
Apprentices are to he sacked.

Mr. Perkins: Rubbish! We are short
of tradesmen.
Mr. MAY: There would be a greater

shortage, tuvo. One of the reasons for the
shortage of tradesmen at present results
from the advertisements of Victoria and
New South Wales for tradesmen. Thaose
States are prepared to pay the fares of
tradesmen desiring to leave this State.
That is where they are going to—where
they can be assured of continuous em-
ployment., That is something which this
Government cannot assure.

Mr. Court: How do you explain that
our work force is up by 3,000 compared
with the same time last year?

Mr. MAY: What I say is correct. The
men from the Railways Department and
the Midland Junction Workshops have
left us because of the insecurity of their
employment here.

Mr. Court: You are guessing.

Mr. Roberts: How many have left?

Mr. MAY: It is just as easy for the hon-

ourable member to find out; only he is
not as concerned as I am, because he is
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a supporter of the present Government.
I am not guessing. The Minister can see
the advertisernents in the newspaper; and,
_what is more, the men here are respond-
ing.

Mr. Perkins: Actually the traffic is in
the other directicn. We are getting people
from the Eastern States.

Mr. MAY: T am not talking about tour-
ists but about working pecple. I realise
the Minister did not know what I was talk-
ing about. Now he is groping.

" Mr. Bovell: We are encouraging migra-
ion.

Mr. MAY: The Minister is assisting—
Mr. Bovell: As much as we can.

Mr. MAY: —in order to create a stock-
pile of unemployed.

Mr. Bovell: What rubbish!

Mr. MAY: Members opposite do not
enjoy what I am saying a bit. We all know
it is true. The same remarks apply to the
Federal Government under Mr. Menzies.
We know why they want so many new
migrants to Australia. They are not satis-
fied unless they have a stockpile of unem-
ployed so that they can say to the work-
ing man, “If you do not take what we give
you, you can follow some of the other un-
employed”,

Mr. Roherts: That is rubbish! Would
you not rather see people coming into the
State?

Mr. MAY: Not in the tourist class. I
am talking about ithe wage earner, Surely
the honourable member understands, he-
cause I gave him eredit for understanding,
I want to tell him this: If a situation
arises in Collie whereby 300 to 500 people
are thrown out of employment, Bunbury
will feel the pinch because the Collie resi-
dents have always supported Bunbury and
the business houses there. If the hon-
ourable member makes himself a party
to the supporting of any action which puts
400 to 500 men in Collie on the scrap heap,
he will receive his just retribution.

Mr. Roberts: You are now guessing.

Mr. MAY: Should that eventuate he
will have the opportunity of seeing some
of the people living at Bunbury leave, be-
cause of lack of support from the residents
cf Collie arising from such action by the
Government.

Mr. Roberts: It will not have the result
which you suggest.

Mr. MAY: Should that eventuate it is
possible that the honourable member will
have to leave Bunbury, and it will be a
dreadful thing for Bunbury if he has to
leave. I have expressed my dissatisfaction
with what the present Government is do-
ing in variocus centres, and to the State
trading concerns. I sincerely hope that if
what they are doing, and will do brings
anxiety to the homes of the people to
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whom 1 refer, they will receive their just
retribution and hefore long will be sitting
on this side of the House. Of course, Mr.
Speaker, I am sorry for you, but that can-
not be helped. We will have the present
members supporting the Government sit-
ting on this side, while we as the Govern-
ment will rectify the mistake made by the
present Government and relieve the
anxiety brought about by it.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland—on
amendment) [8.35]1: I support the amend-
ant to the Address-in-Reply. With your
permission, Mr. Speaker, I shall read the
amendment in order that members may be
conversant with the position. It states—
We wish to protest strongly against
the failure of the Government to
honour the promise given by the At-
torney-General to Parliament last
yvear to issue a fresh proclamation
under the provisions of the Electoral
Districts Act and against the Govern-
ment’s failure to foreshadow legisla-
tion to keep prices of essential com-
modities under reasonable restraint.

We wish also to protest strongly
against the Government’s policy of
undermining the future of its own
Railways Workshops at Midland Junc-
tion by refusing to allow even the
management to tender with private
firms for large-scale manufacturing
jobs, including the building of the two
new Westland trains, and against the
policy of disposing of State trading
concerns and of abelishing the Public
Works day-labour construction organi-
sation.

Furthermore we would profest
strongly against the mishandling hy
the Government of the Water Supply
Department's finances and the recent
severe ingreases in the department’s
rates, and the failure of the Govern-
ment to take or propose any action
to protect small traders from combines
and monopolies.

The amendment is very comprehensive.
It is amazing what drift can take place
in a community within a period of 12
months when there is a Government in
office which looks after vested interesis
rather than the interests of the people as
a whole.

I could speak on any one of the matters
mentioned in the amendment for the full
three-quarters of an hour I am permitted,
whether it be the restraint on prices, the
position of the railway workshops, the sale
of State trading concerns, the Public
Works day-labour organisation, or the
mishandling of the finances of the Water
Supply Department. If I were to speak
at length on one of these topics I would
be doing an injustice to my electors, and
particularly to the employees of the
workshops, who largely comprise the bulk
of the electors in my electorate.
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In speaking to the amendment I shall
deal mainly with the Railways Depart-
ment. One of the most important mai-
ters raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was his condemnhation of the Gov-
ernment for having failed to implement
the Electoral Districts Act, to issue a
proclamation, and to set up a committee
to investigate the boundaries, as a result
of the report by the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer. The Act lays down that when an
electoral district is out of balance, a com-
mittee has to be set up to review the
situation, to make adjustments, and to
create extra districts, so that the people
of this State can be properly represented,
as envisaged by the Act.

Unfortunately, the present Government
cancelled the proclamation which was is-
sued by the outgoing Labour Government.
In my opinion that proclamation was cor-
rectly issued by the previous Government,
when it acted as a caretaker Government
and when there was a doubf as to whe-
ther the incoming Government would be
a Liberal Party, a Country Party, or a
coalition Government made up of four
parties, including the Independents. 1t
was suggested to me that the D.L.P. had
a chance of representation in this House
at one stage, but all the DLP. did was
to make it possible for one or two Liberal
members opposite to be elected. The
D.L.P. itself has no representation.

I do not apologise to the Attorney-Gen-
eral, the Premier, or the Minister for Rail-
ways for my remarks. In my opinion, as
a humble and lay member of this House,
during the time it acted as a caretaker
Government the Labour Government was
entitled to issue the proclamation when it
received a report from the Chief Electoral
Officer. That was the actual position, I
am aware that many technicalities can be
raised. It was contended that we as the
ocutgoing Government did not have the
numbers and that we had been put out
of office by the people. During the last
week we were in office, one seat—the Mur-
chison—was in doubt, and we were act-
ing as a caretaker Government. What did
we do when we found we were out of of-
fice? Under the Electoral Districts Act we
were ohliged to issue a proclamation.

The SPEAKER: I do not think the hon-
ourable member can discuss that point
when speaking to the amendment. This
matter is not mentioned in the amend-
ment.

Mr. BRADY: In due deference to your
ruling, T shall depart from that aspect.
The proclamation is referred to in the
amendment moved by the Leader of the
Opposition to the Address-in-Reply. He
mentioned the failure of the Government
to issue a proclamation. The outgoing Gov-
ernment had issued a proclamation and
the present Government cancelled it. In
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my view, it should not have done that,
because the outgeing Government acted
within the law in issuing the proclama-
tion. VUltimately a great deal of harm
will result from the non-implementation
of the Electoral Distriets Act, and that
harm will be irreparable. I should not
continue along this line except to say that
the Labor Government, in issuing the
proclamation, was acting within its rights.

Dealing more specifically with that part
of the amendment which condemns the
action of the Government in respect of
the Midland Junction Workshops I can
speak with preat authenticity, because of
my 30 vears' association with the work-
shops and the employees. Not only are
those employees concerned with the pre-
sent position arising from the intention
of the Minister to call tenders for the
construction of the Westland trains, but
also the businessmen of the district. The
Midland Junction Municipal Ceuncil is
also concerned; the families of the railway-
men are concerned; and the general public
are concerned.

Why should they be concerned? The
business people are concerned because
they can see that in the implementation
of the policy adopted by the Present Gov-
ernment, each year 200 employees in the
workshops will not be replaced when they
retire through old age or ill-health. There
will be 200 fewer in their numbers at the
end of each year. I asked a question of the
Minister the other evening and—speaking
from memory-—-he said that for the year
ended the 30th June, 1960, there were
126 employees fewer than for the previous
year; and that the wages bill had been
reduced by £127,000 compared with the
previous year., We can thus sce why the
business people are concerned with the
over-all position.

Not only are the business people con-
cerned in this, but so is the municipal
council, which is comprised mainly eof
husinessmen. The council called a public
meeting at which members of the Govern-
ment were present. At this meeting a reso-
lution was carried unanimously favouring
the action of the men. The feeling was
that the work that could be done in the
workshops should be done there. As men-
tioned by an earlier speaker tonight—
either the member for Boulder or the
member for Collie—we are concerned
about the unemployment position. For
some time there have been anything be-
tween 350 and 400 unemployed in and
around Midland Junction,

Within the last six weeks two new Aus-
tralians have come to me t¢ say they
want to returm to Europe because they
have been unable to find employment here,
That situation is going to react adversely
against Western Australia; and I hope the
Minister for Immigration, who is advocat-
ing more immigration, is taking notice of
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that point. One of the two new Austra-
lians who came to my place was a perma-
nent way employee, but I cannot recall
what the other one was.

Mr. Bovell: Two swallows do not make
a summer,

Mr. BRADY: As the Minister says, two
swallows do not make a summer; but
when there are 400 swallows, then I think
there is something in the nature of a
summer,

Mr. Bovell; Statistics show that the em-
ployment position is better today than it
has been for years.

Mr. Tonkin: Where did you read that
fiction?

Mr. BRADY: The Minister, of course,
will no doubt attempt to put me off my
line of thought by interjecting, but I wiil
take no notice of him. I would remind
the Minister, however, for his information,
that there recently appeared in The West
Australien an article which stated that
Western Australia had the lowest wages
in Australia. That is what the present
Liberal Party-Country Party Government
has done for the workers. By encourag-
ing contracts and other systems, the Gov-
ernment is responsible for Western Aus-
tralia having the lowest wages.

Is it any wonder thal business people
are beginning to ask where we are going as
a State; and, in my electorate, where we
are geing as an electorate? The continued
unemployment of these 400 workers in
Midland Junction will have an adverse
effect upen the business pecple. As a result,
the council will not receive its rates, and
necessary work in the district will not be
accomplished.

Apart altogether from the indirect
activities, there is to be considered the loss
of employment to the sons of the men in
the workshops. The apprenticeship rate
will have to be reduced because there will
not be the over-all tradesmen to warrant
the embployment of apprentices. As the
Minister kpows, the trade union has a
system whereby apprentices are employed
on a ratio basis; and if the ratio is not
sufficient, the apprentices cannot be put on.
In that way there will be fewer tradesmen
for Western Australia.

As a matter of fact, we are already short
of tradesmen in the workshops, and have
been for some vears. I remember asking
questions several years ago ahout boiler-
makers and blacksmiths. We were short
then, and we are even shorter today. Yet
the Government is so arranging things that
a new group of apprentices are not being
empioyed to ensure that there are sufficient
tradesmen later on. The other day it was
mentioned to me that approximately 100
poilermakers have left Western Australia
in the last twelve months, and there are
only 50 apprentices being appointed. That
means we are going to be even shorter of
tradesmen in the future than we have
been in the past.
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Oon TV last night the Minister men-
tioned that he wanted to keep the correct
balance in the workshops and that was one
of the reasons why the Wesiland would
pot be built there. The manpower c¢an be
out of balance in the workshops, ohviocusly,
because it is already out of balance; but
what is the Minister doing about that? It
is no good his talking about keeping a
correct balance in regard to repairs, main-
tenance, and capital construction, if the
other side is out of balance. It has been
done before.

I remember going through the workshops
with the previous works manager some
years ago and asking about rail crossings.
He said, “That is no concern of ours. We
are only concerned with the workshops.”
That was during a period when there was
trouble with the three commissioners of
railways and they could not agree about
what work should be done.

The Minister needs to consider the
over-all position and not try to mislead
us in this House, or the general. public
outside, by saying he is trying to keep the
correct balance. I am satisfied that
the Minister could quite well give the job
of constructing the Westiand to the rail-
ways workshops and it could be accomp-
lished side by side with the repairs. In
that way the Government would stand to
save hundreds or thousands of pounds.

The Minister is trying to blindfold this
House, and me, as member for the
district, in regard to costing. The other
night I asked him a question as to whether
he was satisfied with the railway costing
system, and he gave a yes-no answer. It
was an answer that he could talk himself
out of. First of all he said that it was
satisfactory for the railway position bug
it was not satisfactory for general costing—
or words to that effect. What does that
mean? That suggests no answer at all,
because under the system of railway costing
it could be less than the outside system of
costing. In my opinion it cannot be other-
wise if the proper system is adopted.

I hope the Minister for Railways will
tell us more about the costing in the work-
shops; for if it is not what it should be, it
is about time it was, because as far back as
1948 a Royal Commissioner was brought to
Waestern Australia to investigate the situa-
tion in the workshops; and one of he
ohjects of his scathing criticism was the
costing in the railway workshops. If any
workshops in Western Australia should now
be working under a proper costing system,
it is the railways workshops at Midland
Junction because of the adverse criticism
which Mr. Gibson, the Royal Commissioner,
made in his report in 1948.

We will assume for & moment that after
twelve years an efficient costing system
has not been arrived at. I submit to the
Minjster for Railways that with all his
knowledge and experience as a professional
man in the accountancy and costing world,
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he could within twenty-four hours ensure
that a proper costing system was im-
plemented.

The workshops are in a position ta do
jobs at a lower price than the outside shops,
because they have a considerable amount
of other work to do which the other shops
do not have. No-one knows more than
the Minister that they have about half a
million pounds’ worth of repairs and main-
tenance work which could be carried out
side by side with other capital construction
jobs. This has been done over the years

The shops were constructed in 1904 and
there are 167 acres of land set aside,
on 27 of which buildings have been
erected where the werk is carried out.
The maintenance and repair work has
been going on side by side with capital
construction right down through the years;
and the Minister knows that the adminis-
tration of costs spread over the capital
works as well as the maintenance and
repair work is a satisfactory arrangement,
and because of this it is possible for it to
be done cheaper there than outside. That
brings me back to my opinion that the reply
of the Minister for Railways was a yes-no
answer. It is “Yes; it is all right for the
railway costing” and “No; it is not good
enough for outside eommercial costing.”

Well, as I said, the Minister probably
knaws standard costing better than I do,
that being part of his training for years.
He knows the variations which take place
in costing and which can be applied to the
workshops. In 24 hours, the Minister
could put the costing system right, if it
is not as it should be now, and the obliga-
tion is on him to do so.

Let me tackle the bposition from the
over-all angle, in regard to the Country
Party members. I mention them—and
include some Liberal Party members—be-
cause they represent constituencies in
which the railways play a vital part. I[f
the railways are to be so administered that
outside firms will make profits and take
millions of pounds of work away from the
workshops, the over-all position of the
railways will be worsened and will be such
that fares and freights will have to be in-
creased; and no-one else but the people in
the electorates of Country Party mem-
bers—and some Liberal Party members—
will have to bear these. Therefore, those
members should be supporting the Labor
Oppaosition’s amendment so as to ensure
that all work that can possibly be done
in the workshops is done there in order
that the costing can be kept down to a
minimum.

I did think at one stage Iast year that
the Minister was going to be a little bit
more sympathetic and allow eonstructional
work of a capital nature to be carried out
in the workshops, but I am very dis-
appointed with his recent approach. I was
at a very important meeting last night,
which I left in order to hear the Minister
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on the air. I was amazed to hear those
railwaymen tfell us about the different
parts of an engine which could be made in
the shops but which are not being made
there. The Government, as a result, is
paying twice as much as it should be pay-
ing for those parts.

Let me mention an article which ap-
peared in The Western Sun in July headed
“Alleged Waste Seen at Midland.,” Ir it
were the following paragraphs:—

The public is paying heavily for the
Brand Government's policy of favour-
ing private enterprise with railway
orders.

Many alleged instances of financial
waste involving purchases from private
sources were recently pointed out to a
party of journalists inspecting the
Midland railway workshops.

The party was shown a 2 in. locking
nut (pictured below). Nuts like these
were said to cost the railways £6 6s.
each. They are supplied by Metro-
politan Vickers Ltd., in England.

On the bottom of the page in this news-
paper is a photograph of that £6 6s. nut,
which is 3 in. wide and about % in, or
%+ in. thick. According to railway em-
ployees, that nut is costing £6 6s. It is
incredible; it is fantastic; it is unbelievable
that any sane Government could be paying
such a price for these nuts.

I asked a question recently of the Min-
ister as to whether he was to blame or
the Commissioner of Railways was to
blame, or who was to blame. He put it
on to a poor litile short chap of 5§ ft. 2 in.
who I do not think for a moment would
condone paying £6 6s. for a nut which can
be made at the Midland Junction Work-
shops for 2s. 6d.

Mr. Court: Do you know when that was
ordered?

Mr. BRADY: I do not know when it was
ordered, but the fact remains that the
responsibility is on this Government to run
the State economically and efficiently; and
if an article was wrongly ordered by the
Labor Government, it should have been
cancelled by the present Government.
There is no reasen why it should be
accepted if it is not required. That sort
of thing is being done every day in com-
mercial houses. Articles can be returned
if they are not required, and the Minister
knows that better than I do. So it is no
good the Minister trying to blame the
Labor Government for something for
which it — the Liberal Government —is
responsible,

The Minister also wanted to know why
the honourable member was s0 concerned;
and the honourable member was I. He
was trying to make out that our Govern-
ment was responsible for some of the
shortcomings in regard to the ordering of
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parts. Lef{ me say this to the Minister;
At the time this Liberal-Couniry Party
Government took office, the Labor Gov-
ernment had a Royal Commission sitting
to investigate these shortcomings. Bub
what did this Government do? One of its
first jobs was to get rid of the Royal Com-
missicner so that he would not bring to
light some of the shortcomings in the
railways, despite the fact that the Labor
Government had been trying to get rid of
them. The Royal Commissioner was
gradually bringing the shortcomings to
light; some apparently were carry-overs
from the McLarty-Watts Government. If
the costing system is still not up to the
standard desired by the Royal Commis-
sloner, it is no good the Minister for Rail-
ways trying to put the responsibility for
the shorteomings, in regard to the order-
ing of parts, on the Labor Government.

No doubt under the warranty system,
Metropolitan-Vickers would have a pro-
vision in the contract that, until such time
as the warranty expired, the railways would
have to order any necessary parts from
them. But the fact remains that on last
night’s TV the railwaymen mentioned
several other parts that were 100 per cent.
dearer in cost and that could be made in
the railway workshops.

It is fantastic that railway costing has
been built up by the present Administra-
tion so that ultimately the Country Party
electors and some of the Liberal Party elec-
tors will have to pay the increased price
in freights and fares in conjunction with
the metropolitan pecple who have already
started to pay an increase.

I would be failing in my duty if T did
not mention these matters in the House
tonight. I feel that the railways are heing
made a political football by the Govern-
ment; and the railwaymen are the first
ones to get the Kkicks. They will get the
kicks because the Government wants to
see the railways workshops reduced to a
repair shop, although they are able to do
both manufacturing and repair work,

I cannot help but draw a comparison
between the Minister's profession of ac-
countant and auditor and the work of the
railway workshops. What is happening is
like saying to the accountants and auditors,
“As from next week you shall only do
audit work and not accounting.” That is
the same as saying to the workshops,
“Henceforth you are only to do repairs
and maintenance work, and no capital
work or construction work of any sort.”

The men at the workshops are naturally
going to buck; and they are entitled to.
One way they have of bucking is to get
the Leader of the Opposition to move an
amendment of the kind that has heen
moved, and to come to the House and
listen te the debates in a quiet and orderly
manner as they have done over the past
few days. Over the years that has been
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the only way that people who have suf-
fered an injustice can attempt to get
redress.

Some time ago the people working in
the dairying industry paraded up to the
House. They upset milk-cans at various
stations between here and Bunbury as
a protest against the unfair prices
they were getting for the milk they were
producing. The railwaymen are just as
entitled to ask that this amendment—
which has so adequately been moved by
the Leader of the Opposition—shall be
moved to the Address-in-Reply to show
their disgust.

One would think from the activities of
the Minister for Railways, that all rail-
ways are destined to be losing concerns
and that there is no hope for them. Per-
haps the Minister has overlooked the fact
that in Australia itself there is one which
is making considerable profit{s—the Com-
monwealth Railways. The latest figures—
those for 1958—show that the Common-
wealth Railways made a profit of
£1,250,000. The capital investment in the
Commonwealth Railways is only about half
of the capital investment in the Western
Australian railways. With all that capital
invested in our railways, the Minister
might do well to¢ have a look at the over-
all position to see whether, instead of
tenders being let to private employers to
do the work, it should not be done
in the railway workshops.

If the workshops are allowed to do the
work, then I venture the opinion that the
costs will be brought down to such an
extent that the ocutside firms will not be
able to get within cooee of them. That is
so because the elements are such as to
enable the railway workshops to do the
work at a lesser cost than that at which
it can be done by the outside people. The
railways workshops have a dozen avenues
to draw upon to keep their tradesmen go-
ing as well as having the capital construc-
tion which is taking place at Midland.

Another aspect that I feel I should men-
tion and to which the Minister may give
some consideration, is that in the other
States, when the railways are faced with
having to carry losses, they look around
to see what they can do to ensure that
they get the work they are entitled to.
In New South Wales, where there is a
Labor Government, the people who do
work for the railways are required to have
most of their carrying done by the rail-
ways. The Minister might have a look at
that aspect.

Not only does the Labor Government in
New South Wales ensure that the railways
get the traffic that they are entitled to, but
the Liberal Government in South Australia
does it, too. The Playford Government in
South Australia ensures that the people
trading with the railways use the raillways
to the maximum capacity. As a matter of
fact, I have read the Roed Transport Digest
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here for September, 1959, and the following
is an extract termed "Railway Black-
mail":—

An unsavoury principle seems to be
extending into the realm of policy
pursued by Australian Government
railways. The South Australian Road
Transpert Association confirms this
view in the following report:

The South Australian railways
have adopted the policy of refus-
ing to purchase goods from their
suppliers unless the supplier un-
dertakes to use rail transport, We
understand that the policy not
only requires this in respect of
goods which have heen purchased
but also requires the supplier to
undertake to use rail transport
generally,

S0 a Labor Government in New South
Wales insists that the railways be used to
the maximum, and so does a Liberal-
Country Party Government in South Aus-
tralia. I mention these matters because
I feel that the Minister, instead of look-
ing at the railways from the point of view
of seeing what can be a predetermined
minimum amount of work that can be
handled by them, and what predetermined
maximum amount of saving can be effected,
in regard to the employees in the work-
shops, might turn his attention to ways
and means of having the railways used to
their maximum.

You will recollect, Sir, that earlier to-
night I asked a question in regard to motor
trucks being permitted to take railway
transport from Nungarin.

The SPEAKER: I think the honourable
member should relate his remarks to the
amendment.

Mr. BRADY: I have outlined these
matters so that the Minister can look at
them. I feel that the railways are being
singled out for special attention. They are
being used as a political foothall; hecause,
as a result of the measures that have been
put into practice, there is the possibility of
the railwaymen having difficulty in holding
their jobs. In addition, a member in an-
other place, in answer to a question,
received a reply to the effect that the
department was looking at the possibility
of reducing the metropolitan transport
system.

The SPEAKER: The honourahkle mem-
ber must relate these remarks to the
amendment,

Mr, BRADY: I am mentioning them in
passing and I do not intend to elaborate
on them. On all sides railway men are
faced with an extremely difficult position.
They feel that there is no continuity of
employment for them. Only one day this
week g railway man came to my house and
shook hands with me and bade me good-
bye bhecause he was going to the Eastern
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States. He is of the opinion that there is
a better future for him there than in this
State. I am sure there will be many more
railway men who will follow him.

The people who will reap the whirlwind
as a resuit of the Government’s policy on
the railways will be the members of the
Country Party. Even if the railways do
not fall down on the job financially as &
result of what the Government is doing
administratively, they will fall down, as a
transport organisation, from a practical
point of view. As a result, questions will
be asked hy those residing in the country
areas as to who is to get priority for trans-
port. There will be requests from the fruit-
growers at Mt. Barker; the stock people
who are trying to have their stock trans-
ported to the abattoirs; from the people
who are growing cereals in the country and
who are trying to have their wheat and
oats railed to the port for transhipment.
That will be the position.

There will be a practical breakdown of
the efficienncy of the railways, on the one
hand because of a shorfage of tradesmen;
and, on the other hand, because of the un-
halance that exists in the Midland Junction
Workshops. Therefore, the position is
becoming extremely serious, and it is not
something that the Minister for Railways
can lightly ride over. I know he is a very
busy man and that he has several impor-
tant portfolios to administer. Neverthe-
less, he should have another lcok at the
Government’s policy in regard to the rail-
ways.

The Minister had not been in office more
than a couple of months when he at-
tended a meeting of railway men and told
those present that he visualised saving
£600,000 a year on the railways., On the
one hand, he may save an expenditure of
£600,000; but, on the other hand, he will
cripple the railways if he continues to try
to save £600,000 at the rate the railways
are going at present. He will put the rail-
ways transportation sysiem in the hands
of the motor hauliers of Western Australia
and help to build up the B.P. organisa-
tion which already has capital assets
nearly equal to those of the railways al-
though it has been in existence for only
a few years. The money thai will flow
to that organisation will be lost to the
railways, whilst the B.P, refinery and 1001
other people who will be manufacturing
and handling road trucks, tyres, and all the
other accessories associated with road
transport, will reap the benefit, and, as 1
have already said, it will be the members
of the Country Party who will pay for
all this.

I know that the member for Moore is
anxlous to ftell me about the railways;
but at the moment he is fortunate, be-
cause he has a private railway firm serving
his particular area which makss its own
rolling stock and carries out its own re-
peairs in its own workshop. The member
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for Moore is well placed, and he has no
need to worry. However, his fellow coun-
try members will be worrying next year
when they find the railways are in such
& position that they are unable to cope
with the transport needs.

There is an old saying that to be fore-
warned is to be forearmed, so I am giving
the Minister for Railways a friendly warn-
ing: “¥You can fool some of the people all of
the time and all of the people some of the
time, but you cannet fool all of the people
all of the time”, The position has now
been reached when we, on behalf of the
people of Western Australia, have disclosed
a nigger in the woodpile. The supporters
of the Country Party and the friends of
the Liberal Party supporters in the coun-
try are going to pay the piper as a result
of the Government policy in regard to
the rajlways.

Mr. Lewis:
of railway?

Mr. BERADY: How many hundreds of
miles of railways did the McLarty-Watts
Government close? It closed about 750
miles of railway. The member for Moore
is net saying a word about that.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honour-
able member has to confine his remarks
to the amendment, and he has another five
minutes left.

Mr. BRADY: I have to keep the mem-
ber for Moore in his place because he is
trying to put me off the track; but I do
not think he will. I was a member of
the Cabinet that helped to close down 800
miles of railway.

Mr. Graham: No, suspended operations.

Mr, BRADY: Yes, suspended operations,
as I have been corrected by the member
for East Perth. Had we been instrumen-
tal in closing those lines it would not have
been possible to open them up in the last
six months, as they have heen opened up.
I will be quite frank and honest with the
railway men in my electorate. I have had
to toe the line on more than one occa-
sion as a result of my Cabinet's decision
to suspend raiiway services.

The SPEAKER: This has nothing to
do with the amendment,

Mr, BRADY: I was going to tell the
railway men why I voted for the suspension
of these lines; it was to secure their jobs.
I hope the Minister for Transvort and the
Minister for Railways will take notice of
the warning I have given to them. I re-
peat that the railways are in a serious
position, and I consider the Minister would
be well advised to try to retrieve ihe posi-
tion at this late hour and to take heed of
what the Royal Commissioner said in nis
report of 1948 on the shortcomings of the
railways, particularly in regard to the cost-
ing system. I consider that when he has
the costing system in line, he will find that
the railways will do the job as cheaply as
any other organisation.

Who closed the 840 miles
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MR. COURT (Nedlands—Minister for
Railways—on amendment) [(9.17]: I pro-
pose, in the main, to confine my remarks
to the particular part of the amendment
which deals with the Midland Junction
Railway Workshops, hecause that seems o
be the subject that is getting under the
skin of quite a few members in this Cham-
ber. My own considered opinion of this
malicious propaganda that is going on—

Mr. Graham: Extravagant words!

Mr. COURT: — is that it is nothing
more than a cruel and ruthless attempt
by the members of the Labor Party in this
State to intimidate and frighten the men
who work at the Midland Junction Work-
shops and the families of those men. It is
nothing more than an attempt to try to
put.kt.hese innccent men on a party political
rack,

Mr. Toms: Get out of St. George’s Ter~
race and get among the men and find out!

Mr. COURT: I do not think members of
the Opposition are as well informed on
the views of the rank and file as they
think they are. One honourable member
has spoken about not being able to fool all
the people all the time. That is very true,
and many things which have been told to
the railway men about what this Govern-
ment is going to do have not happened.
They find, on reflection, that the matter
has been handled with a great deal of
caution, commonsense, and understanding.

Mr, Graham: Where was this?

Mr. COURT: It amazes me to hear all
the sudden outbursts to these men that
they are all going to be sacked tomorrow.
They are not. Any rearrangement will be
through normal wastage. What about
when the Hawke Administration reduced
its railway work force by about 700 men?
What did we get from the Leader of the
Opposition when 1 interjected the other
nicht? One would think that these men
did not matter. However, they are men.
The reaction was that they are not skilled
men; that they are just men who help to
make up the railway system. In our esti-
mation those men are just as important as
skilled men.

Mr. Graham: Of course they are.

Mr. COURT: In fact, the responsibility
in respect of those men is even greater
than in respect of skilled tradesmen. Be-
cause all the porters, shunters, guards, and
that type of worker have no special skill
they are unable to obtain work outside the
railways readily. They are railway men,
first, last and always.

Mr. Graham: They were not sacked.

Mr. COURT: They were retrenched.

Mr., Graham: No; they were not re-
trenched.

Mr. COURT: I am sorry. The work

force was reduced by the normal wastage
methods.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Graham: Because there was no
work for them. But you are reducing the
work force at Midland Junction as part of
a deliberate Liberal Party policy, and there
is work for them.

Mr. COURT: If there was no work for
the numbers the honourable member's
Government reduced, how was it that they
were put on the payroli?

Mr, Graham: Because you farmed the
work out to your friends. Have a look at
the Idle machines at the Midland Junction
Workshops.

Mr. Brand: The men were put off be-
cause you closed 842 miles of railway.

Mr. Graham: You are putting them off
kecause of a deliberate political policy.

The SPEAKER: Order! I cannot have
iwo or three interjections at once. The
Minister for Railways has the Toor.

Mr. COURT: Let us examine the situa-
tion. What is the position at the work-
shops?

Mr. W. Hegney: Terrible.

Mr. COURT: The previous Government
suspended the services on 842 miles of
railways. Surely when the services of 842
miles of railways are suspended we have to
make a readjustment throughout the whole
of the service? I would suggest that whilst
the Government of the day was prepared
to make a readjustment of the work force
in respect of the people outside the work-
shop, it was not, because of political
pressure, prepared to face up to the more
difficult task of work within the work-
shops. Let us examine the position in the
workshops., Anyone would think they had
no work to do; that it had all been farmed
out to private enterprise.

Mr. Graham: Why are there machines
lying idle?

Mr. COURT: The position is that the
programme of capital works in the work-
shops this year is £200,000 more than it
was in the last year of the Hawke admini-
stration.

Mr. Graham: There would still be idle
machines,

Mr. COURT: Why is this suddenly so
different? If a programme of £584,000
was so satisfactory in 1958-59, why is it
that a programme of £791,000 is inade-
quate this year, because there is a change
of Government?

Mr. Heal: It costs a lot more to make
them this year.

Mr. COURT: Let us examine the situa-
tion in the railways workshops. Surely the
job of the workshops is first and foremost
to maintain the rolling stock and equip-
ment of the railways. If it does that job
it has the basic component to huild up a
skilled and balanced work force. If on
top of that there can be superimposed a
diversified programme of work, surely that
gives the workshop its greatest security!
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That has been the policy of the Govern-
ment in consultation with the commis-
sioner.

Mr. Graham: What about those idle
machines?

Mr. COURT: These idle machines, that
have suddenly assumed such great sig-
niflcance, were there during the adminij-
stration of the Hawke Government; and
we now have a bigger programme of capi-
tal works than was performed during the
last years of that Government’s admini-
stration.

Mr. Graham: Why are those machines
idle now?

Mr. Brand: They were idle then.
Mr. Graham: No.

Mr. COURT: I refuse to continue
this on-again, off-again argument with
the member for East Perth. He knows
there is no great change with respect to
the workshops; in fact, the position there
today is much better than it was before.

Mr. Toms: You ask the men; you've
been walking around Dalkeith too much.

Mr, COURT: If I were to choose between
the Westland train sets being put in there,
and a diversified programme of work, I
would choose the latter because the type
of work we have allocated to the work-
shops is of such a nature that if is a basis
for a balanced work force; it is a basis for
a continuing programme. How often do
we build a Westland train set? We have
not called tenders vet; let alone accepted
them. Are not the men better off; are
they not more secure and stable in every
way by having the type of work that is
going on through the workshops con-
tinually; where they do not have to go out
to compete for it; where it is allocated for
the year? We are already working on the
programme for next year, and I have given
an assurance that there will be no re-
trenchments.

Mr. Tonkin: What is the story about
the RCA wagons?

Mr. COURT: I am not the manager of
the workshops, and I cannot be expected
to know every nut and bolt around the
place. To come back to the Westland
train sets. Had we put the Westliand train
sets in the workshops on the basis asked
for by the union representatives, we would
have to postpone the essential works
that are necessary to keep the rail-
ways vitalised—the type of work we have
in the workshops for this year—s¢ that a
glamour train could go in,

Mr, Tonkin: Why have you to do that?
The glamour train will not be built for
12 months or so.

Mr. COURT: We will deal with that,
the member for Melville should not jump
his hurdles too quickly. We either have to
put the glamour train in and let the other
work out to private enterprise, or postpone
it. Surely the more secure thing is to
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have the routine type of repetitive work
in the workshops! What will happen after
the glamour train has been built? There
will be a an unbalance of skills and in-
security,

Mr. Tonkin: What is the company going
to do that is going to build this?

Mr. COURT: I am amazed at how naive
the Deputy Leader of the Oppasition can
be. If we let this out to a private enterprise
firm, it will not be wholly and solely de-
pendent on this; it can switch from one
thing to another; it has flexibility that is
not possessed by the Government work-
shops,

Mr. Tonkin: Who is there in this State
who can do this?

Mr. COURT: I am surprised at the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. As soon
as I ask him a question by interjection
he gets quite hurt, because he feels I am
interfering with his train of thought,

Mr. Tonkin: That will be the day when
I get hurt by interjection; the only one
who gets hurt is the Speaker.

Mr. COURT: The Westiand train sets
that have been used as a sort of butt in
all this argument cannot be built for many
months, Even if we c¢all tenders and let
the contracts they will not be built for
months yet; whether they are built in the
workshops or outside. In the meantime,
another year will have gone by, and we
must provide another programme of work
for next year. Is it not better to plan
on the type of work that is covered by
this year’s programme? Some of the figures
for this year’s programme are as follows:—

10 diesel rail car trailers at a cost of
£212,000.

50 RCA wagons at a cost of £160,000.
20 cool storage vang costing £105,000.
10 Z vans costing £45,000.

10 QCF bogie wagons costing £31,000.

50 covered bogie wagons costing
£210,000.
Mr. Toms: Now read the list of work

that is going outside.

Mr. COURT: If the honourable member
wants to make an issue of that, I would
say that at this point of time no major
work at all has heen called for outside of
the workshops this year.

Mr. Toms: The men are looking {o the
future.

Mr. COURT: If they are well advised—
and I am sure there is somebody who can
advise them—they will be more concerned
about having a programme like this for
1961-62 and 1962-3, than about having
the Westland train sets built in the work-
shops. The honourable member is allow-
ing himself to be influenced by the prop-
aganda that has surrounded these West-
land train sets. If we can get rid of that
propaganda it will be seen what the Gov-
ernment is doing for the workers in the
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Midland Junction Woerkshops. 1 am
amazed at the member for Boulder, he-
cause I thought he would have been press-
ing for a glamour train to be run between
Kalgoorlie and Perth.

Mr. Oldfield: The Westland train is not
the Kalgoorlie express.

Mr. Moir: The Westland does not cater
for the Kalgoorlie people.

Mr. COURT: Does the honourable mem-
ber not regard the Trans.-train as impor-
tant to Kalgoorlie? I thought he would
be agitating for a better train between
Perth and Kalgoorlie,

Mr, Moir: I wanted to see a better train
provided for people coming from the gold-
fields.

Mr. COURT: The question of spare
parts has suddenly assumed great sig-
nificance like the works programme.
Although this one we are implementing is
bigeer and better, just because it is being
done by this Government, members oppo-
site can see ho virtue in it. The spare
parts position is exactly the same, It is not
a situation in which the Government gives
a direction. Heaven forbid that the Gov-
ernment should start talking about every
nut, bolt, and spare part that the work-
shops should make. That is a matter for
the management.

Mr. Graham: It is time the Minister
took an interest. As has heen established,
this is a secandal. If the Minister has
done nothing about it, he should not con-
tinue to be a Minister.

Mr. COURT: The over-all policy in re-
spect of spare parts is clearly defined. As
spare parts are required, so a greater
number will be made in the workshops.
It would not matter whether we or the
Labor Party were in power. There is a
certain speed at which we can accelerate
the making of more spare parts. Most of
these spare parts have to be made from
drawings, which in turn have to be drawn
up from worn parts. The tolerances have
to be carefully examined. It is not as easy
as it would appear. One does not get a
brainwave to make this or that part. The
materials, the jigs, and the gauges have
all to be prepared for these parts.

The workshops are progressively getting
the tools—if that is the right expression—
to enable them to undertake the manu-
facture of more and more of these parts.
I am told there are 50,000 parts in a diesel
locomotive. Just imagine trying to get to
the stage of preparing jigs, drawings and
gauges, and all the rest, for those 50,000
parts! That is not possible. If the Goy-
ernment, through the management, is
progressively making a greater proportion
of these parts, that is the sensible and
logical approach; and, in fact, the only
approach.

I want to repeat something I said on
another occasion. During the recent con-
ference of the heads of hranches in this

[ASSEMEBLY.]

State, the Chief Mechanical Engineers of
the other States expressed amazement at
the proportion of spare parts we are
manufacturing in this State. Surely that
gives the lie to the assertion that this
Government is deliberately buying spare
parts to reduce the capacity of the Mid-
land Workshops.

Mr, Graham: All railways Ministers
have expressed amazement at the capacity
of the Midland Workshops.

Mr. COURT: That is quite beside the
point. We are now talking about the pro-
portion of spare parts made in the work-
shops.

Mr, Tonkin: Do you think that four
months is a reasonable time to make a
shaft for a pump?

Mr. COURT: No, if that is the only
job; but if it is taken in conjunction with
the thousand and one jobs to he done
around the place the answer is “Yes.” The
honourable member well knows the posi-
tion, because there are certain programmes
which have to be observed. If one drops
everything to make a particular spare part,
one heglects something else, and there will
be a complaint.

Mr, Tonkin: What would you have fto
drop to make a shaft for a pump?

Mr. COURT: The workshops are a very
complicated organisation.

Mr. Tonkin: That is nonsense.
been through them.

My, Fletcher: I can make a shaft my-
self in a day or less.

Mr. COURT: If members opposite are
so0 concerned about this, I suggest that
we have a few busy hees from some of
the former tradesmen here, during week-
ends and free of charge to help the rail-
ways to overcome its problems.

Mr. Tonkin: You ought to be concerned.
too, if they are paying £128 for cylinder
heads which they can make for £65.

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition gets on to a theme and cannot
get off it. We are going ahead and are
making more and more spare parts. I am
not going to tell the management which
ones are to be made. How silly would it
be if a Minister tried to tell the Chief
Mechanical Engineer what should be made
and in what priority. The fact is that he
has to make a bank of parts that are
drawn up in a logical sequence.

Mr. Tonkin: You are not justified in
putting up railway freights while this was-
tage is going on.

Mr. COURT: Nonsense! Why did the
Labor Government put them up by two
million pounds in 19537

Mr. Tonkin: This wastage was not go-
ing on. It is all right for members who
have no answer to laugh.

I have
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Mr. COURT: The member for Guildford-
Midland concentrated most of his speech
on the workshops, because no doubt they
are near and dear to his heart. They are
in his electorate. He got on to the ques-
tion of a balance in the work force. I am
not an engineer. Heaven forbid I fry to
be one! At least, when we have a problem
like this there are certain policy objectives
that can be laid down. The commissioner
and his staffl were told to produce a pro-
gramme Wwhich, taken in conjunction with
the maintenance work in the workshops,
would give us a balanced labour force. I
think I can safely back their judgment,
after all the time they have put into this
question, against the judgment of some
members of this House. They are con-
scientious in their efforts. They know
what we seek to achieve. When we look
at this programme we see that it does pro-
vide for a diversity of tradesmen and for a
balance of tredesmen,

Mr. Tonkin: What number of trades-
men?

Mr. COURT: At the 30th June we had
2,834 men at the workshops and we had
fewer than 10,000 other men in the rest of
the railway sysiem.

Mr. Tonkin: What will it be on the 30th
June next year?

Mr, COURT: I have already told the
union that on present planning the figures
will be down by 200 and there will be no
retrenchments or sackings, again trying to
produce a balanced programme. Surely
there must be some relativity between the
number of men driving trains, the number
handling freights and customers, and the
number of men maintaining the system.

Mr. Graham: Of course there must be.

Mr, COURT: Does the honourable mem-
ber think that the number of 2,800 is un-
reasonabie compared with just on 10,000
in the rest of the railway system?

Mr, Graham: I have no idea. I chject
to Government machines lying idle while
you give these jobs to private interests.

Mr. COURT: If we can keep the work
force gainfully employed and maintain a
balanced work force, we will achieve our
objective, which is a desirable objective.

Mr, Tonkin: We had a balanced work
forceé in the Public Works Department!

Mr. COURT: The member for Guild-
ford-Midland referred to costing and flat-
tered me by saying that because of my ex-
perience in this matter I could go into the
workshops and after 24 hours put in a
system which would satisfy everybody.

Mr, Brady: Satisfy you.

Mr. COURT: I thought the honourable
member used the word “everybody”. I
would not make such a bold claim because
the introduction of a costing system in a
workshops is a tremendous undertaking.
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Mr. Brady: You had 12 yvears to think
about it. The Royal Commissioner made
his report 12 years ago.

Mr. COURT: We shall skip the six years
when the honourable member’s party was
in office. I shall get down to the facts as
they are. It is possible to have a system
that will achieve certain practical results
for a certain purpose at a cost of £x. a year
It is possible to have a system which will
produce all those results, plus a lot of
other frills, at £x. plus many more pounds
per year. One has to make up one’s mind,
in a place like this, whether one is pre-
pared to have all the niceties, extras, or
frills for the sake of having them, when
in fact they will not earn or save another
pound.

Mr. Graham: What are the frills you
are talking about?

Mr. COURT: One can go into the ques-
tion of costs until one produces all sorts
of answers and figures.

Mr. Graham: We have had examples in
the last few days.

Mr. COURT: One has to make sure the
results achieved have some practical value,
S0 it has been the objective of myseli, in
consultation with the commissioner, to try
to produce a system which would be satis-
factory to the Auditor-General while, at
the same time, meeting the needs for an
ordinatry railway system. These pegple do
not have to go out and trade; they only
have to make the goods given to them for
meaking and repaii the equipment given io
them for repair,

Mr. Tonkin: They want to know what it
costs to make them,

Mr. COURT: One can know for railway
purposes.

Mr. Tonkin: For railway purposes?

Mr. COURT: That is the important
thing. After all, it is a railway system
we are running.

Mr. Tonkin: Why not compare them
with outside prices for railway purposes?

Mr. COURT: We do not have to.
Mr. Tonkin: Why can’t you?

Mr. COURT: If these people have a full
programme of practical work, and prices
and costs are kept under control by a
railway method, surely that is the only
thing needed!

Mr, Tonkin: Doesn’'t it matter if you
can make it cheaper than you can buy it?

Mr. COURT: The member for Guildford-
Midland referred to our objective of break-
ing these workshops down to a repair and
maintenance works only., I think I have
made the position clear. We are trying to
produce a balanced and efficient work-
shop; and to do this, it must always make
some capital equipment to give it that
balanece with the repair work.
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I have made this c¢lear on more than one
occasion. The commissioner knows the
policy and the CM.E. knows the policy;
and without some of the capital works
going through it is not possible to get a
balance between the maintenance work
and the work force which is necessary to
provide the required diversity of skills.

Mr. Jamieson: The commissioner wishes
he had never left Tasmania.

Mr. Graham: I do not wonder.

Mr. COURT: I do not think so. I think
he is happy in doing a difficult job here
with great conscientiousness and, I think,
with great satisfaction to the workmen
and the Government.

Mr. Graham: He has never had so many
discontented employvees in his life.

Mr. COURT: Before sitting down I wish
to make reference to some remarks made
by the member for Beeloo in which he
made a very scathing, and I think, das-
tardly attack on Sir Halford Reddish, bear-
ing in mind that that gentleman cannot
come here and defend himself or take legal
action against the honourable member.

Mr. Jamieson: It was only half the
things I will say about him.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
has just highlighted the point I wish to
make: What chance has Western Australia
of attracting industrialists who can give it
so much by way of diversity of industry
and expansion of industry—

Mr. Graham: At what price?

Mr. COURT: —when we have members
of Parliament who are prepared to say
such things about that man?
point of time he is still negotiating to try
to pet some industrialists to come to
Western Australia.

Mr. Graham: Or to get the State Brick-
works,

Mr. Jamieson: At your price,

Mr. COURT: How can we expect people
to come here and subject themselves to
this sort of treatment when there are so
many places in Australia and in cther parts
of the world where the hand of friend-

ship would be gladly extended? I oppose
the amendment.
MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley—on

amendment) (9.44): In supporting this
amendment I would say that the Minister
who has just resumed his seat has enter-
tained us with a repeat performance of
that which he gave last evening on station
TVW 7.

Mr. Court: They did not give me that
much time.

Mr. OLDFIELD: It was a repeat per-
formance. In fact, every utterance the
Minister made contained almost every
cliche known in the English language
except “Time, gentlemen, please.”

At this °

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. W, A Manning: Whose side are
you on?

Mr. Grabam: The right side, if he is
against you.

Sir Ross McLarty: You must have great
admiration for him.

Mr. Heal: You did for some years.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Mr. Speaker, would you
ask the Government members to maintain
order? During the debate to close 842
miles of railway lines the member for
Moore said that that action had something
to do with the present predicament of the
railways.

The SPEAKER.: Order! I have already
said that members cannot discuss that. I
told the member for Guildford-Midland
that that had nothing to do with the
amendment.

Mr. OLDPFIELD: I think the amendment
has to do with the workshops and the pre-
dicament in which the railway system finds
itself today. I wish to point out that the
Minister for Railways was first in the divi-
sion, with a total of 25 to 6.

Mr. Court: The motion as amended.

Mr. I. W. Manning: Which side was
Oldfield on?

Mr, OLDFIELD: The honourable mem-
ber can look at Hansard and see where
I was. I would alse remind back benchers
of the Government that they are disobey-
ing instructions not to interject this session
gecause they might let the cat out of the

ag.

Mr. Owen: Where did you get that idea
from?

Mr. OLDFIELD: I can see what is go-
ing on by looking at the faces of mem-
bers. The Minister for Railways gave an
assurance that any contracts for Westland
sets—this was in reply to questions put to
him—would be kept in Western Australia.
He was asked what would happen if nobody
in Western Australia tendered for the
contract for these sets. Would the sets
be made outside the State by an Eastern
States firm? In reply, the Minister said
quite emphatically that the Government
had no intention of sending any work cut-
side the State of Western Australia. In
answer to some questions placed on the
notice paper today by myself—these were
in connection with the manufacture of
centre road bogies—it was revealed by the
Minister that these were being manufac-
tured by the firm of J. E. Ledger Pty. Lid.
and this firm was the sub-contractor to A.
E. Goodwin Ltd., the contractors for the
bogies concerned.

The name of A. E. Goodwin was a new
one to members on this side of the House:
so the first thing we did was to look at
the telephone directory. Stranege as it may
seem, no hame of A. E. Goodwin appears
in the directory of Western Australia. The
only name of Goodwin happens to be
that of the State Secretary of the R.S.L.



[Tuesday, 9 August, 1960.1

Certain members went further and we
found from the telephone directories of the
Eastern States that A. E, Goodwin is an
Eastern States firm. It is a firm of
engineers and ship-builders in Melbourne
and also engineers of 315 Parramatta Road,
Sydney. Further inguiries during the tea
suspension revealed that the iocal agents of
A. E. Goodwin are J. E. Ledger Pty. Ltd.

We see here an example of Government
policy of letting contracts for materials,
articles and equipment which were pre-
viously manufactured in the Midland
Junction Railway Workshops. For instance,
these centre road bagies were not let to a
Western Australian firm or to a firm that
has even a small branch within this State,
but to a Sydney-Melhourne firm which, in
turn, sublet the contract to a Western
Australian firm. If economy is to be
effected, as promised, surely the contract
should have heen let to J. E. Ledger Pty.
Ltd., in the first place!

Mr. Graham: Not enough rake-off,

Mr. OLDFIELD: If the Minister is of the
opinion that it will be to the advantage of
the State’s economy and better for a
balanced work foree to let contracts to
private enterprise, surely the contract te
which I have referred should have been let,
in the first instance, to a local firm and not
to a firm in the Eastern States which, in
turn, sublet the contract to a local firm,
because none is naive enough to helieve that
Goodwins have tendered this contract and
then sublet it in the interests of Western
Australia! They have done it in the
interests of thomselves and their share-
holders, and they must be making some
profit, if not a handsome one.

Mr. Graham: I would like to have a list
of the shareholders of that firm.

Mr. OLDFIELD: That is an example of
what we can anticipate will occur. It is
obvious that no firm in Western Australia
is equipped to build two sets of Westlands.
No firm has yet undertaken a job of such
magnitude. No firm has the various dies,
jigs, or great lathes that are required
for the completion of such a job. Nor
have these firms the material. Many of
the firms in the Eastern States had to do a
lot of the work themselves because the large
engineering companies such as Clyde and
Commonwealth  engineering
were not equipped to do it.

Therefore when the Minister assures us
that the work will not be sent outside the
State but will be performed within the
State, he is right; but a lot of money will
go out of the State because no doubt the
firm in the Eastern States will undertake
the coniract and sublet it to various firms
in Western Australia. That will be a con-
dition of the tender: that the work must
be performed in this State. However, there
will be no condition in the tender that the
firm which undertakes the contract and
then sublets it must be a Western Austra-
lian firm. Therefore we can see what will
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happen. The contract will be let to a firm
in the Eastern States and then sublet to
firms here, one firm to supply the wheels;
one to supply the axles; one the steelwork;
and so on.

I would like also to agree somewhat with
the member for Boulder in regard to the
vital question concerning the expenditure
of half a million pounds on these sets of
Westlands. One point which must he
raised at this time is as to whether at
this stage the purchase of these trains is
warranted, The present Westland, we
know, is no luxury train. It is, however,
a comfortable one and equal to almost
anything in the Eastern States. It is not
equal to the Overiand, which runs between
Adelaide and Melbourne and is only about
nine or 10 years old. Nor is it equal to
the Trans.-train, which again is only seven
or eight years old. It could not be expecied
to be. Nevertheless, it is certainly equal to
any overnight train in New Scuth Wales,
and it is a very comfortable one.

But we will agree that possibly, in the
interests of this State, our travelling public
is entitled to something better. However,
in this instance it will not be the people
in Western Australia who will be travel-
ling on these trains, but people from the
Eastern States or people in this State
travelling to and from the Eastern States

Mr. Roberts. They are Western Aus-
tralians.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Yes; but the whole
train is not full of local people. We have
to bear in mind that the maijority of
people today travel by air. On a train,
approximately 138 to 140 people are
carried. An aircraft can lift approximately
130 people, and the young people are choos-
ing to travel by air.

We have to be realistic and realise what
is happening today. A great number of
people travelling by train are elderly peaple
who have not acclimatised themselves to
this new mode of transport by air; and the
remainder are railway employees, Govern-
ment employees, and members of Parlia-
ment, who are all travelling on free passes.
Those are the people using the trains, and
for whom this luxury travelling is to be
provided. ,

We will agree that they should be pro-
vided with an overland train that is equal
to what might be found elsewhere in the
world; but can we afford to outlay money
when we are struggling for funds for more
urgent works and to provide effiicent
wagons Lo carry cargo to and from country
districts?

We must bear in mind also that in the
very near future a uniform gauge is to be
introduced from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle.
If that occurs within five years we will
have these luxury trains on our hands,
because they will be built for a 3ft. 6 in.
gauge. It might be argued that the train
could then be used for local traffic, for
instance to Kalgoorlie and Bunbury. But
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who knows what the situation will be in
regard to intrastate transport in four or
five years?

The SPEAKER: I think the honourable
member has continued long enough on
that topic. The subject is not as to
whether or not the trains should be built,
but whether or not they should be buijt
in the Midland Junction Workshops.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I feel that the amend-
ment is quite correct, inasmuch as this
work rightly belongs to the workshops
which are fully equipped to carry it out;
and that is, the Midland Junction Work-
shops. These shops have the skilled labour
to build these trains, and therefore are
equipped to do so. They have the most
up-to-date railway machinery in the world,
as well as the trained workmen and skilled
draughtsmen and management, and are
therefore capable of performing the work
better than anyone outside.

The Minister also seemed to take ex-
ception to the remarks the member for
Beeloo made in regard to Sir Halford
Reddish. I would like to remind the Min-
ister that there are those on his side of
the House who are not backward in
branding unionists who are fighting for
better conditions, as a pack of Communists.

To refer to another part of the amend-
ment, it has been said here this evening,
in reference to the speech of the Attorney-
General in regard to the cancellation of
the proclamation for the redistribution of
seats, that he had given certain undertak-
ings. The report of these undertakings
was taken from Hansard and was to the
effect that the onus would be on the Gov-
ernment to carry out a redistribution if
the subsequent amending legislation was
not agreed to by Parlimment. Later on,
the Attorney-General, as reported in
Hansard on page 57, had the following to
say—

So far as I am concerned the Gov-
ernment Is going to do its best to
present to Parliament a proposition
that will be reasonable and fair to the
electors of Western Australia. We ask
that members of Parliament agree to
that proposition. If they do not agree,
I have already said in my opening
speech that it will be obvious that the
provisions of the existing Act will con-
tinue and must bhe brought into
operaticon at an appropriate time.

That speech was in addition to the
undertaking he gave earlier. Therefore, in
conclusion, in supporting this amendment,
might I remind the Attorney-General, who
happens to be gbsent at the moment—and
also his colleagues—that there was an
assurance and undertaking given by him
and his colleagues that if the Bill which
was later to be presented to Parliament
to amend the Electoral Districts Act was
not acceptable and was defeated, the Gov-
ernment would honour the obligation and
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carry out the redistribution. If that under-
taking and those assurances had not been
given, the measure cancelling the pro-
clamation would never have passed this
Chamber. I would remind the Government
of that fact.

Mr. Roberts: Where did you vote?

Mr. Graham: With the Government un-
fortunately. He did not know what would
happen.

[The Acting Speeaker (Mr. Crommelin)
took the Chair.)

MR. HEAL (West Perth—on amend-
ment) [10.0]: I desire to touch on another
patt of the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition, and that is in
relation to the recent increase in water
rates, mainly in the metropolitan area. I
think the House, and particularly the
Premier, should be reminded that during
the election campaign he told the people,
among other things, that if his party were
returned to power he would do something
in the way of helping peaple who saw fit to
sink bores on their own properties, at their
own expense, because it would be a saving
to the Water Supply Depariment. He
promised the people that, as he did many
other things. Let us see how he and
the Minister for Water Supplies have
helped the pecople, especially in the metro-
politan area.

Let us take the example I have before
me. I would remind the Premier that in
1959 the rate in the £ was 1ls. 6d., and the
rebate price for water was 1s. 9d.; and
let us take this example as being for a
property with a valuation of £100. In this
instance the water rates would be £7 10s.,
thus allowing the person concerned 85.700
gallons of water before excess water
charges were made., It is obvious that
where a person sinks his own bore, and
reticulates his own property, he would not
use an allowance of 85700 gallons. No
doubt people in those circumstances
thought, when the Premier made his
statement to the people of Western Aus-
tralia, that those who sank their own bores
would get some relief—they would be
given a reduction in water rates. But
what do we find?

Under the new system the present Gov-
ernment has introduced, through the
Minister for Water Supplies, water rates
have been increased to the tune of 25 per
cent. where people are using it for domes-
tic purposes. Once again the Government
has left its friends—the big business people
and the big business concerns, mainly in
the city areas—free of any increase. In
1060, with the new rates, people who have
had the foresight to install bores and re-
ticulate their own properties have been
penalised. Let us take the same example
I used a few moments ago and apply the
new 1960 rates. The rate in the £ is 1s. 6d,
and the rebate price is 2s.; but with an
ircrease of 25 per cent. the valuation is
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increased to £125. Therefore the annual
rates payable are now in the vicinity of
£9 7s. 6d., giving the person concerned an
allowance of 94,000 gallons of water,

People with wells, whether they are
allowed 84,000 or 94,000 gallons of water
per ahnum, will not use anywhere near
that amount; therefore the promise made
by the Premier that the people in that
category would be helped has not been
honoured. In the case I quoted the in-
ecrease in water rates was approximately
£2 per annum; and I imagine the people
concerned are terribly disgusted with these
new inecreases. I cannot blame them for
it and I do not wonder if they condemn
the Treasurer and the Minister for Water
Supplies for these recent increases.

When the Minister for Water Supplies
was replying to some of the assertions
made by the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, he more or less made the eXcuse
that the present increase in water rates
was only in line with and carrying on the
policy followed by the previous Govern-
ment, and was what it would have done
had it remained in office. He indicated
that the previous Minister for Works had
overcome some anomalies in the rating
system applied to properties in the metro-
politan area; and stated that it was the
intention of the previous Minister to carry
on with this policy and increase the domes-
tic rate for water, as the present Minister
has done in the last month or two.

That is a complete untruth, because the
anomalies were overcome by his pre-
decessor in the main, hecause, of investiga-
tions made by some metropolitan members
of Parliament. They advised the Minister
that water rates were based on the local
guthority rating or valuation; and that, in
the main, people living in the Perth City
Council area found that their water rates
were increasing year by year because ihe
Perth City Council was revaluing their
properties year by year. Under that system
the people living in West Perth, North
Perth, Mt. Hawthorn, Wembley, Floreat
Park, and Leederville, found that their
water rates were far greater than those of
people living in Subiaco, Nedlands, and
Cottesloe. That is why the previous Min-
ister for Works introduced the idea of
departmental men going throughout the
metropolitan area revaluing properties for
Water Supply Department purposes.

S0 for the present Minister for Works
to rise in his seat and say that he was
just carrying on the previous Minister's
policy to overcome anomalies is utter rot;
and the Minister knows it. I am sure
that when people realise their water rates
are increased by 25 per cent. they will be
hostile to the present Government’s action.

Mr. Tonkin: I saw a case today where, in
Subiaco, the increase was 86 per cent.

Mr. HEAL: That is s0. Probably those
people have been most fortunate because
their properties have not been revalued
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for a number of years. Under this new
system, brought in by the present Govern-
ment, many persons, such as the one men-
tioned by the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, will find that their rates have
been increased not by 25 per cent, but by
86 per cent. and, in some cases, by over
100 per cent. I am sure that you, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, will not be very happy
when some of your electors, who live 1n
the vicinity of Claremont, complain to you
about these steep increases. I am sure
that the member for Subiaco, who must
have seen the statement in this morning’s
paper, will be asked to try to do something
to relieve the position for these people.
However, I know that whatever action the
Government takes, private members sitting
behind it will just follow and give the
Government their support.

In relation to the inflationary spiral
which has hit Western Australia, the Pre-
mier said that in his opinion price control
is not necessary because it cannot curb
inflation. Yet a Liberal-Country Party
Government has been in power in the
Pederal sphere for a number of years now:
and, for the past 12 years, prices have
been rising year by vear, or even quarter
by quarter, and that Government has done
nothing to curb them. Since price control
has been abolished in Western Australia
the amount of the quarterly adjustments of
the basic wage has been increasing each
quarter. Yet in other States such as
Queensland and Secuth Australia, and in
New South Wales to a certain extent, where
they have a certain degree of price con-
trol, the basic wage and the prices of cer-
tain household commodities are far lower
than they are in States where there is no
price control.

The Premier and members of his Gov-
ernment believe that their poliey of free
enterprise will curb inflation in the long
run. That policy has been severely tested
over the past years; ahd, unfortunately
for the people of Australia, it has not
been successful. What is free enterprise?
I have asked that question of the Premier
before. I have asked the Minister for
Railways for an interpretation of the words
‘“free enterprise’”’; but members of the
Government seem to be silent in indica-
ting to members of the Opposition what is
meant by the phrase. To my way of
thinking, free enterprise means that a per-
son, if he so desires, can engage in business,
purchase a certain type of goods, and sell
them at the price he deems fit for retail-
ing to the publie. If that be so, I consider
that it may have some effect on the in-
flationary spiral. The Minister for Rail-
ways knows, as well as I do, that when
we were both members of a Royal Com-
mission two or three years ago, a great
deal of information was supplied to us by
various associations operating in Western
Australia, We found that in the glass
industry, for instance, unless a person was
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a member of the Glass Association it was
practically impossible for him to purchase
glass supplies in Western Australia.

It was also discovered that unless the
association admitted such a person as a
member he could not possibly purchase
those supplies from any other source.
Also, when such a person made application
to become a member of the association,
the majority of members already belong-
ing to that body would not approve of his
application. As a result, that person was
penalised because he was unable to enter
into the business of his choice. From this
evidence we found that these associations
were imposing their own price contrgl in
Western Australia. I do not think the
Minister for Railways will deny that state-
ment.

Further, it was also discovered that if
any member of an association committed
a breach of its rules in regard to the price
control exercised by the association, he
would be fined and his supplies could be
stopped. If would take a great deal to
convince me that that is true free enter-
prise. The way these associations are con-
stituted, free enterprise cannot possibly
prosper in Western Australia. During the
last session of Parliament the Attorney-
General introduced a Bill to effect some
form of control to prevent monopolies,
but its provisions have not prevented the
happenings which I have enumerated from
continuing. That legislation is not worth
the paper it is written on.

The legislation that was introduced and
enacted by the Labor Government did
have some power to prevent profiteering
and monopolistic tendencies. Until some
proper form of price control is reintro-
duced into Western Australia, I am of the
opinion that the inflationary trend will
continue, not only from year to year, but
from quarter to quarter.

I feel sure that the Minister for Rail-
ways is sick and tired about what has
been thrown at him this evening, but I
would like to point out that recently I was
a member of g party of Labour members
who visited the Midland Junction Work-
shops. I understand that a party of
Liberal members also made a similar in-
spection. It was pitiful to see many thous-
ands of pounds worth of machinery lying
idle, covered up with dust sheets. The
McLarty-Watts Government must be con-
gratulated on spending approximately
£2.000,000 on the refitting of those work-
shops, making it one of the most efficient
and best-equipped in Australia, and it is
a shame that that amount of money which
has been invested in the workshops is
going to waste. After all, it is the tax-
- payers' money; and, in my opinion, it is
surprising that the present Government,
which is of the same colour as the
McLarty-Watts Government, is not con-
tinuing the policy laid down by that Ad-
ministration.
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This evening, the Minister for Railways
has informed the House that he has
worked out a balanced programme for the
year. But what is going {0 happen in the
following year? I am sure he is not happy
about the equipment that is lying idie in
the Midland Junction Workshops which
must, of necessity, create uncertainty and
a feeling of discontent among the men who
are working there. When the Attorney-
General opened his remarks he indicated
that the people of Western Australia, as
a result of the Leader of the Qpposition
moving the amendment to the Address-
in-Reply, had had fear and anxiety
brought into their homes. If ever there
was an assertion made that contained no
meaning, then that is one. The way the
Leader of the Opposition introduced the
amendment to this House would bring
it to the knowledge of only a small per-
centage of the people of this State. Un-
fortunately, we cannot give full publicity
to what the Government is doing to the
people.

The fear that has been brought about
in the homes of many people has been as
a result of many men being retrenched
from various Government undertakings as
a result of the policy followed by the Gov-
ernment. When he was making his policy
speech the Premier said that his Govern-
menf, would fire nobody, and he has not
denied that statement when he has an-
swered many gquestions that have been
asked of him over the past 12 or 18
months.

Within a few months of his Government
assuming office, it was found that not
only was the day-labour force of the Pub-
lic Works Department retrenched, but over
1,000 people were fired. How would Gov-
ernment members feel if they found in
their pay envelopes, which they took home
to their wives unopened, a note inform-
ing them they had been given 14 days’
notice of their cessation of employment?
Surely such an intimation would bring
fear and anxiety into the homes of any
workmen receiving it and create uncert-
ainty in the minds of the families that
they have reared!

By having a job in the Public Works
Department or other Government under.
taking, those men considered that they
would have some security for many years
to come. However, since this Government
has been in office it has dismissed over
1,200 men. The Minister for Works has
stated that many of those men have
obtained employment in private enter-
prise, but that is not-so. I have many of
those peopie living in my electorate, and
they are between the ages of 45 and 55. If
any of the Ministers on the front bench
can help me to find employment for those
people I would be glad of their assistance,

Mr. Tonkin: I suggest that you submit
a list of their names to the Premier.
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Mr. HEAL: I would be better pleased
if the Minister would allow me ito bring
them to his office and let him see the
people who have been sacked by his Gov-
ernment. The only way these people can
find work is to migrate to the Eastern
States. Many other tradesmen have had
to join the Police Force because they are
unable {o secure employment in their own
trade. This is a terrible state of affairs
when one considers that a tradesman has
had to serve five years’ apprenticeship to
learn his trade, following which he has
probably served another 10 years in prac-
tising his trade and then finds that he
is sacked; and because of being unable to
obtain work in his own ftrade in private
enterprise, he seeks to join the Police
Force. I do not know what the State is
coming to.

Surely the work force which existed
when the previous Government was in
office, and which was capable of building
hospitals, schools, and many other large
Government undertakings could have
been continued in employment under this
Government! Why could not the present
Government have carried on the policy of
the previous Administration? All that it
had to do was to keep those people happy,
and it would have been assured of a
further three years on the Government
benches. I can assure you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that although you are in a fairly
safe seat, despite the fact that the 77
Sunset Strip in Claremont is giving you a
headache at the present time, you will
find difficulty in retaining your seat at
the next election.

As far as the redistribution of seats is
concerned, as it affects me and all other
members on this side of the House, when
the Attorney-General was introducing the
Electoral Districts Bill into this House last
year and he thought that he would have
an absolute majority to pass that legisa-
tion, he said that if the Bill were defeated
he would permit the provisions of the
existing Act to come into operation. In
other words, he would allow the redistri-
bution of seats legislation, which the
MeLarty-watts Government introduced, to
be effective before the next election. But
apparently that is not to be the case. The
assertions he made in this House clearly
indicated to me that unless this Govern-
ment is forced to do something about it,
it will permit the election to be held
without bringing the Act into cperation.

Mr. Hawke: They will break the promise
they gave to Parliament.

Mr. HEAL: Not only will they break the
promise they gave to Parliament; they will
also ignore the Act that has been placed on
the statute book. It will not be carried
out. Whether or not the Governor, in his
capacity as Governor of this State, has
the power to instruct the Government to
carry out its obligation I do not know. It
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is possible he may have two or three mem-
bers of Parliament calling on him as did
Mr. Sleeman, the previous member for
Fremantle, many years ago.

In this morning’s paper there was an
interesting leading article which, no doubt,
was read by members of this Chamber. 1
would like to read some portion of that
article; because it seems very strange to
me that a paper like The West Australian
—which is normally behind the Govern-
ment in most of what it does—should come
out with a leading article of this nature.
The article is headed, “Redistribution of
Seats is an Obligation,” and the part I
wish to quote reads as follows:—

The Government has been evasive
about the Opposition demand for a
redistribution of Legislative Assembly
seats under the McLarty-Watts Elec~
toral Districts Act of 1947.

Since the Country Party’s election
palicy included amendment of the Act,
the Government had good reason for
delay after it came to power, and for
revoking the redisiribution preclama-
tion which the Hawke Government
unjustifiably issued after its defeat.
But that reason is no longer valid
because Mr, Oldfield’s switch to Labor
has deprived the Government of any
foreseeable chance of mustering the
required absolute majority in the As-
sembly.

It therefore has a duty to comply
with the existing law, whether or not
the Liberal-Couniry Party coalilion
likes the prospect that it may mean
another seat for the metropolitan area
at the expense of the country. Hensard
reports of the speeches on the 1947
Act show that redistribution was in-
tended to be automatic, as section 12
plainly suggests.

I would like to repeat that—

Hansard reports of the speeches on
the 1947 Act show that redistribution
was intended to he automatic, as sec-
tion 12 plainly suggests.

The article continues—

Assuming that there is a loop-hole
because there is no specified timetable
for issuing a proclamation, it exists
only bhecause of legal quibbling.
Instead of sparring with the Opposi-
tion the Government should say what
it is going to do and clear itself of
imputations of deceit. For practical
reasons it has only about six months
left in which to set the redistribution
machinery at work. If it went to the
next election knowing that the elec-
toral boundaries did not conform to
the law it would be guilty of evading
its obligations and gerrymandering by
default through a statagem as indefen-
sible as the Hawke Government’s
sharp practice in the dying hours of
its term.
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Mr. Bovell: I understood you dis-
credited the opinion of The West Aus-
tralian.

Mr. HEAL: Has the Minister for Lands
ever heard me say that I discredit the
opinion of The West Australian?

Mr. Tonkin: When they start to take the
Government, to task you can bet there is
something seriously wrone.

Mr. HEAL: The Minister for Lands has
been a Minister for some time now; and
I suppose that of all the Ministers he has
had the least to say. But when he does
say anything, 99 per cent. of the time he
is not on the bhall. I would like to say that
two of the Ministers in office are the great-
est, rubber-stamp Ministers I have known.
I refer not only to the Minister for Lands,
but also to the Minister for Transport. No
matter what problems may be taken to the
Minister, he does nothing about them at
all. Whatever his department advises, he
carries out to the letter; he dots every “i"
and crosses every “t'".

Mr. Bovell: Little boy, you know not
what you say.

Mr. HEAL: The Minister for Lands
should make sure of what he says. In con-
clusion, I hope and trust that the amenq-
ment moved by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion will be carried; that the Government
will see its way clear to have a redistri-
bution of seats; and that it will do all in
its power to ensure that conditions settle
down in the Midland Junction Workshops.
Apart from this, I trust that action will be
taken to curb to some extent the inflation-
ary spiral which has been so evident in

this State.

MR. TOMS (Maylands—on amendment)
[10.251: I do not propose to cast a silent
yote on this amendment which has been
moved to the debate on the Address-in-
Reply. I would like to state at the outse}
that when I came to this Parliament some
four years ago I never thought I would
reach the stage when perhaps I would
regret having entered its portals. Tonight,
unfortunately, that is how I feel, When
I ecame in as a member of Parliament I
believed I would associate with a body of
men whose word was their bond.

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear! Give
them!

Mr. TOMS: During the presentation in
the last session by the Attorney-General
of the amendment to the Electoral Dis-
tricts Act, I was given to understand—and
I believe every other member understood
—that should the Act not be amended,
there would be an obligation on the Gov-
ernment to earry out, in the shortest pos-
sible time, the law of the land as it stood.

Mr. Hawke: That was the clear-cut as-
surance given to Parliament by the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. TOMS: I have not had any great
University education.

it to

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. Hegney: Universities lie.

Mr. TOMS: But I have been through
the mill and mixed with many men. Until
tonight T had the highest regard for the
Attorney-General, but I must say he has
let me down badly, because I was waiting
to hear him speak to find out if there
was some spark of honesty or decency still
left in the Government.

As I said earlier, I came here as an
honest man hoping to be embraced by and
to associate with honest men; and to find
them acting in that capacity. Never have
I been more disillusioned. Speaker after
speaker on the Government side, in op-
position to this motion, has put up the
weakest case that I have ever listened to.
Indeed I have never heard a Premier give
a weaker reply than was given by the pres-
ent Premier when he spoke to the motion.

Mr. Hawke: It was pathetic.

Mr. TOMS: Even though I am not an
orator myself, I am sorry to say that the
manner in which members opposite dis-
cussed this matter was regrettable in the
extreme., I only hope at this late stage
that there may he, on the Governhment
bench, some individual with a spark of
decency and honesty who will do all in
his power to see that the Government
will earry out its undertaking in relation
to the Elecioral Districts Act. As a mat-
ter of fact I believe that the time probably
has arrived for a little heari-to-heart
speaking with regard to the legislation
put forward last session.

I begin to wonder whether the mem-
bers of the Liberal Party were not very
pleased when it became apparent that the
Government did not have the constitu-
tional majority to proceed with the Bill
it desired to pass. I believe they now see
the possibility—the probability existed
then—that the Country Party could and
would have been the major party in the
Government. That possibility existed had
the Government been fortunate—and un-
fortunate for those Liberal members—to
have carried the amending Bill. I am
convinced there are some members in the
Liberal Party who were particularly pleased
that the Government did net have the con-
stitutional majority at the time.

I would advise them to study the Bill
carefully when they have the time, and I
urge them not to listen to what they have
been told. They should find out what the
Bill contains. The introduction of the Bill
could have resulted from ambition on the
part of some Liberal members who wanted
to gerrymander the seats in such a
manner that they themselves could retain
power. I do not know exactly, but that
appears to be the position.

I have heard the word ‘““hypocrisy" re-
ferred to so much in this debate and
bandied around that I begin to wonder
whether some members who used it know
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its real meaning. I say they practise
hypocrisy very much without wanting to
appear that way.

Another point in the amendment I want
to touch on is contained in the second
paragraph, which deals with the strong
protests raised against the Government’s
policy of undermining the future of the
railway workshops at Midland Junction, by
refusing even the management the right to
tender in competition with private firms for
largescale manufacturing jobs. I have
always understood that it was the re-
sponsibility of the Government to spend
the taxpayers’ money wisely and well. The
policy of the present Government is so
much concerned with the giving of what
it can to private, or so-called free, enter-
prise, that it loses sight of the Govern-
ment’'s responsibility to spend public funds
wisely. An example has heen given of
the tremendous amount of unnecessary
wastage of expenditure by purchasing
articles outside of the workshops which
can be produced more cheaply in the
workshops,

I was privileged to be 2 member of a
party which visited the workshops. I he-
lieve a group from the Country Party also
went through, as did another group from
the Liberal Party. Perhaps I saw things
from a different angle, as compared with
them. I was able to observe the attitude
of the men towards their work. Perhaps
members opposite might have seen the
same as I did but did not want to recog-
nise the faets, I was satisfied the men
were doing their job. A% various parts of
the workshops we were shown machines
which had heen produced by the men so
that they could achieve more accuracy
and precision in their work. These were
not made in order to protract their work,
but for the purpose of giving better per-
formance.

Despite what the members of the Gov-
ernment have said about the Labour Party
belng fomenters of trouble, I give lie to
to the assertion. These protests have
arisen from the appeals of the employees
in the workshops who were able to see
what happened and whai could happen
from the present Government's policy.
These men have not decided to make the
railways their careers for mothing. They
did so hecause they thought they were
doing a service to the State. We have
been told that the only way the stafl will
be reduced will be through normal wastage,
and that there will be no retrenchments
or sackings. I say with the instability
which has been created in industry, and
particularly in the workshops and Gov-
ernment departments, that men are not
waiting to be told “Now is your turn™.

Two brilliant young men who lived in
my district and worked in the clerical
section of the workshops have left. I have
anly one part of the State to worry about,
and I presume these remarks apply to the
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other portions of the State. These men
did not belong to the Government ol my
political faith. They resigned from the
workshops. They told me the reason was
the instability of employment. They took
other jobs. One of them has heen lost
to the State. There are other tradesmen
who are not continuing their calling in
Western Australia. They are also leaving
the State.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr., Crom-
melin) : Standing Order 144 suggests that
a member should not indulge in the same
arguments which have been used by pre-
vious speakers. The honourable member
should endeavour to bring up fresh sub-
jects,

Mr. TOMS: In deference to your ruling,
I find that in debate it is sometimes neces-
sary to repeat a portion of what other
speakers have brought up, in order to in-
troduce further points. That is what I am
aiming to do. I hope you will permit me
to do that. As a State, we are losing these
people. Our employment position, our
security and our economy as a State will be
seriously afTected.

The amendment to the Address-in-Reply
can be taken as a whole, with one excep-
tion; that is, the Government’s mishand-
ling of the finances of the Water Supply
Department. The implementation of the
Government’s policy can result in a danger
to this State in net many years to come.
This is the place, in the Parliament of
this State, to bring up the question of the
retention of tradesmen, or the mainten-
ance of a balanced work force as often
mentioned by the Minister for Industrial
Development, to meet the State’s require-
ments. The real interests of Western Aus-
tralia. are not preserved by the policy of
the present Government.

The Empire Games are scheduled for
this State in 1862, but we will not have
sufficient tradesmen to provide the neces-
sary work force. Many are leaving the
State because of insecurity and sackings,
despite the pledge given by the Premier
that his Government will not sack anyone,
although the Government does not con-
sider that a noie to terminate services,
placed in the pay envelope, constitutes
sacking. To me it is the same.

The policy of the present Government in
abolishing the day-labour organisation of
the Public Works Department concerns me
greatly. By November that force will be
reduced to 300. If tradesmen were in suffi-
cient numbers in this State, or they were
being gainfully employed, I would have no
quarrel. That was the assurance we were
given by the Minister for Works when he
started with his deliberate policy of

?_reaking up the Public Works organisa-
ion.

He said that these men would be absorb-
ed by private industry. However, they are
not being absorbed by private industry at
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all. The member for West Perth stated
tonight that carpenters are joining the
Police Force. Yet the Minister had the
audacity to say that if this end was not
being achieved and private builders were
not co-operating with the Government, the
Government would need to have a look at
it to find out what was going on.

The Minister for Lands made great play
with his interjections to the effect that
there are 3,000 more people in employ-
ment this year. After they left school last
vear, 11,000 children were looking for work,
‘What has happened to the other 8,000?

Mr. Bovell: There are no young people
out of employment.

Mr., TOMS: Of course the Minister
would know.

Mr. Bovell: I do know,

Mr. TOMS: The Minister should ask
the Minister for Child Welfare and Social
Services just what the position is. The
thing that astounds me is that whenever
the Labor Party does make & progressive
move to support the working people, the
Federal Government and the State Gov-
ernment successfully conduct a smear
campaign and say that it is Communist-
influenced. The very ground for Com-
munism is being fertilised by members
occupying the benches opposite. No
good Labor man has any desire to have a
foreign doctrine in this country; but at
the least talk of trouble, we are branded
Communists.

I would like to close on this note: In
my opening remarks I indicated that I
hoped, when I entered these portals, I
wauld be among honest men, It is still
not too late for the Government to prove
itself; and I trust it will do away with
political expediency and return to a little
bit of sane Government.

MRER. ROWBERRY (Warren—on amend-
ment) [10.43]1: I feel I must add my voice
—or what is left of it—in protest against
the Government along the lines of the
amendment as moved by the Leader of the
Opposition. I well remember, shortly after
I was elected to Parliament, the member
for Vasse—now Minister for Lands—
gratuitously offering me advice by way
of interjection. He said I represented the
whole of the people in my electorate and
not only those who voted for me. How I
was going to discover those who voted for
me and those who did not I leave to the
member for Vasse. But if that advice is
true of a member on this side of the
House, it is equally true of a member on
the other side of the House, and I am
disappointed that more members behind
the Government have not added their
protest to something which is going to
affect a great many people in their elec-
torates and a great many people in this
State.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I was interested to hear Ministers reply-
ing to the debate; and I was particularly
interested in listening to the quibbling—if
I may use that word—of the Attorney-
General. He has admitted that the onus of
issuing a proclamation would rest upon the
Government. During the tes suspension I
took the opportunity of leoking up the
meaning of the word “onus.' It is as
follows:—

“Onus"” is burden, charge, respon-
sibility, or duty.

In the political implication of the word

it says this—and this is very funny in
this particular instance—

Where an onus or

rests there is security.

I ask you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the
words of the member who has just re-
sumed his seat, what security can there
be if members of the Government are
going to disregard their solemn obligations
because of a matter of political expedi-
ency? In his opening remarks, the
Attorney-General said that nothing would
be done to prejudice employment; then
he went on to say or imply that nothing
had been done to prejudice employment
and that he did not know the percentage
of persons who had not been absorbed.

I should imagine that a member of the
legal profession—as the Aftorney-
General has heen—would try to get his
facts right bhefore he made statements;
and I should think he would have found
out what percentage of unemployment had
not been ahbsorbed into industry because
of the actions of his Government before
he made the statement that nothing had
been done to prejudice employment.

By way of interjection I asked the
Attorney-General, “Why would it not be
possible for the Government, or any Gov-
ernment, toc go to a bank and float a loan
or an overdraft on its assets, just the
same as an ordinary person who had an
asset to monetize can do? Why should it
be necessary to sell State instrumentalities
in order to get money to build schools?”
If a farmer wanted to get a loan from his
bank in order to develop part of his land,
would he sell another portion? Of course
not. He would go to the hank and get
a loan upon his assets.

I submit that we could do it in exactly
the same way with State finance without
any trouble at all. If it is possible for an
ordinary individual to go to a bank and
monetize on his assets it should be pos-
sible for a Government to do the same,
because it has the welfare of the people
in its charge.

Mr. Watts: Read section 105 of the
Australian Constitution and see what you
will find there.

Mr. ROWBERRY: It should be more
than possible,

Mr, Watts: It should be, but it is not.

responsibility



[Tuesday, 9 August, 1960.]1

Mr. ROWBERRY: The assets of the
Rural and Industries Bank have grown in
the last few years to the extent of
£25,000,000, I submit that in regard to
the selling of State instrumentalities this
Government has not only disappointed this
side of the House and the people it rep-
resents, but it has disappointed its own
friends.

The member for West Perth has already
quoted in the House a leading article from
The West Australian of today; and it is
not my desire to repeat it except for one
sentence, which is as follows:—

Instead of sparring with the Oppo-
sition the Government should say
what it is going to do and clear itself
of imputations of deceit.

1 was disappointed in the speech of the
Attorney-General.

Mr. W. Hegney: You were not the only
one,

Mr. ROWBERRY: I did think at the
outset that he indicated he intended to
tell us exactly what the Government was
going to do in regard to the issue of a
proclamation under the Electoral Districts
Act of 1947; but he got so mixed up with
his own quibbling, that he forget what he
set out to do, unless it was to confuse
the issue and to justify himself in the
eyes of the Government. He acts as the
Government's legal adviser, am_i that is
possibly why The West Australian news-
paper is getting concerned about this
coalition Government and who is con-
trolling it. I would again suggest to the
Government that it stop sparring and, as
the member who just resumed his seat
said, try a little bit of honesty.

I am particularly interested in the impu-
tation from members of the Government,
and particularly the Ministers, that all this
trouble has been caused by agitation—by
Communist agitation. I resent that impu-
tation—and resent it severely. If there
have been any great measures taken to
prevent Communism becoming a force in
this State they have come from the Labor
Party, and the Labor Party alone. That
is one of the reasons why I adhere to its
principles. Should the members of the
Government, in upholding private enter-
prise, get their way, they would prepare
the ground for Communism in this country,
and we would soon have our people so dis-
gusted and full of fear and apprehension
that they would turn to anything for their
bread and bhutter.

I was interested to hear the Minister
for Railways in his very plausible
explanation state that no-one would be
disturbed or lose his job under this Gov-
ernment. He also said that we were com-
pletely out of toueh with the rank and
file. Since the advertisement in The
West Ausirglian some time ago indicated
the Government's intention to dispose of
State instrumentalities by calling tenders,
great fear, apprehension, and doubt have
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existed in the minds of men in many of the
towns in my electorate, especially those
men who are employed in the State Saw-
mills. It is on their behalf that I raise
my voice in support of this amendment.

It has been said that there is no in-
tention on the part of the Government
to dispose of anyone. As a maftter of fact,
last vear T asked a series of questions of
the Minister for Railways in regard to a
guarantee that the same state of employ-
ment at the sawmills would prevail after
their sale as before, and he gave me some
assurance that no-one would be sacked or
put off. This evening I asked the Premier
& question in regard to this matter and
hz gave this answer—

The Pemberton State sawmill is a
trading concern as part of the over-
all State Building Supplies operations
and no undertaking that the number
of men employved at Pemberton will
niot be reduced can or should be given,

That is in direct contrast to the assur-
ance that was given in answer to my pre-
vious question. How can we trust mem-
bers of the Government who say one thing
one day and another thing the next, and
then blame the Opposition for causing
fear and apprehension in these peaple’s
minds? The Government has created this
fear and apprehension not only in the
minds of the working people but also in
the minds of their own friends and sup-
porters who are employed in these State
trading concerns. I have heard of this
fear from the executive staff, from man-
agers, and from all ranks; and these people
ask if I can give them any idea as to
whether the Government intends to dispose
of these State instrumentalities and when
they might be disposed of.

Members will recall the day after the
last elections in March of 1959, and all
will remember the Ides af March., Talking
of Shakespeare, some of us learned Shake-
speare because we loved the language, and
because we took the opportunity of improv-
ing ourselves in the dark and silent hours
by burning the candle at both ends, in con-
trast to some of the members of the Gov-
ernment who were set Shakespeare to
lgarn as a task and who have hated it ever
since. Some members will remember the
play which refers to the Ides of March
when Mark Antony-—who could he called
an agitator and who would probably be
branded as a Communist in these days—
stirred up the populace by his speech
in which he told them of the circumstances
of the death of Caesar. He then went on
to tell them the consequences of the death
of Caesar "when you and I and all of us
fall down by this bloody treason flourished
over us”; and that is just about the situa-
tion today.

I was going to mention that the Minister
for Railways, in his plausible way, stated
that we were responsible for stirring up
fears and apprehensions; that we were
respensible for the advertisement for the
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sale of the State instrumentalities; that
we were responsible for depriving the
workers at Midland Junction of the work
which they should logically have had; and
that we were responsible for all the short-
comings of this Government. He also
said that there should be no fear at all in
the minds of the people at Pemberton.
That has alsoc been repeated in another
place. It was stated that this is just a
Communist conception.

I quote from a letter written by the
Minister for Railways. Among other
things, he said in reply to a letter written
‘to him by the secretary of a commitiee
set up in Pemberton to try to persuade
the Government not to reduce the work
force and earning capacity of the mill at
Pemberton—

It is regretted that one organisation
within your committee has seen fit
to approach the matter on a purely
political basis.

How siliy can one get? If this is not a
political issue, I would like to know exactly

what it is. What are we talking about
it for? Why do we bring it to Parlia-
ment? What are politics and what are

the political aspects, in any case? To
continue the letter—

This certainly does not assist the
committee in its efforts at a time
when it will be desirous of keeping as
close as possible to the Government to
assist in ensuring that when a sale
is finally negotiated, it is negotiated
on a basis calculated to achieve the
greatest long term good for Pember-
ton.

Members can see the implication. "Un-
less you do as the Minister tells you;
unless you how the knee to the Minister;
or if you say one wrong word against the
Minister, then the terms of the sale will
be detrimental to Pemberton.” ‘That is
implied in every word of the letter.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Court: That is not so.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The letter goes on—
Be this as it may, the Government
can be relied upon to have full regard
for the significance of the present
township development and its depend-
ence on sawmilling activities.
Then—

Regardless of whether the mill con-
tinues in private or State ownership,
an early decision will have to be made
regarding the present uneconomical
double shift.

Vet we had an assurance this very night
that nothing will be done to dispose of
this double shift. Is the Minister in touch
with Cabinet? Does Cabinet know what
the Minister is writing? How can the
Minister stand up in this House and ac-
cuse members on this side of stirring up
fear and apprehension in the minds of the
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people, when he writes things like this to
a public committee—~that the shift will
be disposed of? What will happen if the
shift is disposed of? Approximately 120
men will get the sack.

Mr. Court: I did not say the shift would
be disposed of.

Mr. ROWBERRY: But the Minister im-
plied it by the words “‘uneconomical double
shift.” Why mention it at all?

Mr. Court: Well, it is uneconomical.

Mr. ROWBERRY: If the Minister does
not want to stir up fear, resentment, and
apprehension, why mention it at this june-
ture? Why be s0 indignant about mem-
bers an this side of the House, and accuse
them of stirring up fear, resentment, and
apprehension, and yet put things like that
ir% ?;etter which becomes public immedi-
ately?

Mr. Court: It was a public letter.
Mr. ROWBERRY: No,; it was not.

Mr. Court: It was to a public com-
mittee.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The Minister prob-
ably did not know, when he made the ac-
cusation that we were in touch with the
common people; and that immediately the
advertisement appeared in the paper meet-
ings were called throughout the district
and I was invited to go and address them.
They were not called at my instigation. As
a matter of fact, some people say that
when members of Parliament come down
here they sit in easy seats, become com-
placent, and forget all about the people
who put them there, and the interests of
their districts. That is in direct contrast
to the allegation made by the Minister for
Railways.

In dealing with this subjeect I am liable
to allow my feelings to run away with me;
but I think that is permissible and for-
givable, for, after all, when the Govern-
ment deprives people of their livelihood—
and it is possible that this can be done;
and in the letter it is implied that it will
be done because a decision will be made
on the “uneconomical” double shift—one
becomes concerned about it. However, I
do not believe that the double shift is un-
economical. As far as costs are concerned,
if a mill were worked for 24 hours of the
day the aver-all cost would be less than
if it were worked for one shift. By the
same process of reasoning it is more eco-
nomical to work a douhle shift in one mill
than it is to work one shift. With one
shift the machinery is worked for eight
hours, and then it stands idle, rests, and
wastes away for the other 16. Probably
the Minister is not aware of that.

All he does is look at costs, and the costs
and the losses of the mill at Pemberton
have been reflected in the town. It is not
only the working people who are concerned
about this; everybody is concerned. The
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feeling is general: the feeling of disgust
and disappointment in respect of this
Governmenl is general and well-founded.
I cannot say any more. If the Minister
still intends to stick to his attitude that
this fear and resentment is being stirred
up by Communists or fellow travellers on
this side of the House, I say this to him:
The reply will come in approximately 18
months’ time when I helieve the people will
have become so disgusted with the activi-
ties, or the lack of activities of this Gov-
ernment while in office, that there will be
a deluge and a sweep to the other side.
Then a Lahor Government will be re-
turned to office.

Also, I think it should be understcod—
in fact, it should be implied in the con-
tract of sale—that if these State trading
concerns are sold we on this side are
pledged to return them to State owner-
ship, and it would be an act of insincerity,
to say the least, if the Government did
not make that point known to prospective
buyers. The policy of the Government
with regard to the disposal of State trad-
ing concerns and instrumentalities, to my
minhd, shows a complete lack of faith in
the potentiality of this State. I can well
imagine what happened when the Minjs-
ter for Railways met prospective investors
overseas—kindly, courteous, and benevg-
lent gentlemen like Sir Halford Reddish,
against whom no-one can say a word in
case he does not come here!

Those who come to this State to in-
vesi in industry here, or who come here to
start industries, do not do so hecause they
like us, or hecause they are benevolently
disposed towards the State; they come
here because there is the apportunity of
making profits. Those are not my words;
they are the words of an eminent Ameri-
can whom I met while he was touring the
South-West recently. In the newspaper
he was quoted as saying that having seen
the North-West he would recommend it
to prospective American investors who
wanted to invest their money in this State.
I posed this guestion to him: “Having now
scen the South-West, would you also make
a similar recommendation?” He replied,
“It is not a ouestion of liking a couniry;
it is not a auestion of benevolence; these
are hard-headed business men and they
look to where they are going to make a
profit.”

I would remind the Minister of that
statefment. These people do not come
here because they like us; they do not
come here bhecause the scenery is good;
they do not come here because they are
benevolently inclined towards all man-
kind, and because the milk of human
kindness runs through their breasts. Of
course not! They come here to make pro-
fits and nothing else.

Mr., O'Connor: Do you think we should
discourage them from coming here?

281

Mr. ROWBERRY: I would be the last
person to discourage anyone frem coming
here and investing money in Western Aus-
tralia, provided that we have as much con-
trol over the profits that are made as we
have over the basic wage every quarter.
We should cantrol profits, hecause it is
in the interests of our economy that pro-
fits should be controlied. Too much profit
eventually denudes the economy.

It is like the farmer who ploughs back
part of his earnings into the land. Un-
fortunately, private enterprise is not like
this. One of the reasons why I am in
favour of State enterprises is that the
money spent and which is supposed to be
lost in private enterprise is circulated
throughout the country and stimulates the
economy. Where do the profits that are
made by private enterprise go? They go
inte the pockets of the shareholders and
are drawn away from the economy. This
is one of the principal causes cof inflation,
about which T will have something to say
on the Address-in-Reply just in case you
are going to stop me, Mr., Speaker, and
ask me {o keep to the amendment.

The SPEAKER: I was on the point of
doing that, because the hongurable mem-
ber's remarks do not seem to have much
point as far as the amendment {s con-
cerned.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I can appreciate your
attitude, Mr. Speaker, and the attitude of
members on the other side of the Cham-
ber. However, as I will have an oppor-
tunity later to have something to say on
that, I wish to conclude by stating that
no matter whether an enterprise makes
a loss or a profit the same peaple have to
pay for it; whether they are called tax-
payers or consumers. It does not mat-
ter which; they are still the same peaple.

The hour is getting late and I know
that the Government intends to conclude
the debate on the amendment tonight and
there are still some speakers on this side
of the House. I conclude by reiterating
my support of the amendment and utter-
ing my disgust at the action of the Gov-
etrnment. which has heen responsible for
10,

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan—on
amendment) [11.12): I cannct let this op-
portunity pass without saying something
in support of the amendment moved by
the Leader of the Opposition. The first
part of the amendment deals with the fact
that the Attorney-General, when introduc-
ing an amending Bill to the Electoral Dis-
tricts Act last session made certain state-
ments which, in effect, amounted to an
undertaking that if that Bill was not
passed the existing law would come into
operation. That would mean that under
that Aet, a proclamation would be issued
to effect a redistribution of seats which
unquestionably is required in this State,
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having regard to the unbalance of the
number of electors in severazl electorates
in this State.

The charge against the Government and
the Attorney-General is that they have
failed to keep faith with Parliament and
so far no indication has been given hy
them that they intend to'keep faith. We
can therefore come to no other conclu-
sion than that the Government does not
intend to issue the proclamation which will
enable the existing law to be pul into
effect.

In the history of Western Australia, so
far as the redistribution of seats legislation
is concerned, it is a fact that no Labor Gov-
ernment has had any influence on the re-
distribution of electoral boundaries. Since
I have been a member of this House sev-
eral Labor Governments have submit-
ted amendments to the existing legisla-
tion, but unfortunately for them they have
failed to obtain the necessary majority to
pass those Bills. The provisions of the
legislation introduced by the McLarty-
Watts Government are the provisions
which govern the electoral pesition of the
State today. Therefore, it is a law that
has been enacted by a Government of the
same political colour as the present Gov-
ernment, but it is failing to give effect to
it.

Members know full well that last ses-
sion the Attorney-General introduced =a
Biil to amend the Electoral Districts Act
hecause there was criticism levelled at the
outgoing Government as a result of issu-
ing a proclamation in its dying hours of
office. Therefore, the object of this Gov-
ernment, when it assumed office, was to
revoke that proclamation, and it did. On
that occasion the Attorney-General indi-
cated to Parliament that if the Goavern-
ment was not successful in having the Act
amended there was no doubt that the
redistribution of seats legislation would
take effect.

The Aftorney-General, as the Leader of
the Government in this matter. has given
no indication, however, that the existing
law will be implemented. The West Aus-
tralian, which is the mouthpiece of the
present Government; which extols its vir-
tues; which builds it up and issues direc-
tions as to what it shall do or shall not do,
in today’s leading article has expressed the
view that notwithstainding what the Labor
Government did, the Government of the
day should allow the law to talke its course.
That is the gravamen of the charge laid
here tonight. That is one of the reasons
for the moving of the amendment.

I now direct my remarks to the other
part of the amendment dealing with the
Midland Junction Workshops and what
has happened there since the present
Government assumed office. There is no
doubt that the Gavernment has destroyed
the goodwill that existed among the
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workers in the Midland Junction Work-
shops. Tonight the Minister for Railways
endeavoured to justify his attitude by
pointing out that members on this side of
the House had stimulated propaganda to
create dissatisfaction in the minds of the
workers emploved at the workshops. That
is not spo. I have a brother who works
there and also several nephews who are
apprentices at the workshops. I have
therefore close contact with the workers
at Midland Junction, and I know that this
propaganda which the Minister has ac-
cused us of stimulating has not emanated
from us, but from the men themselves.

I attend & meeting at Midland Junction
once a fortnizht; and, for the most part,
railway workers are represented at those
meetings. I have heard their criticism of
the Government and the expression of
their feelings in regard to how it is under-
mining the Midland Junction Workshops.
In many ways we seem to be going back-
wards in this State. The Midland Junction
Workshops was the training ground for a
great many apprentices in various trades.
It is the largest employer of labour in the
State, and it has the best engineering
workshops in Western Australia. When
young men leave the Midland Junction
Workshops they are so competent that they
are capable of turning their hands to any
general type of engineering work, and
ultimately they become specialists.

I graduated from the Midland Junction
Workshops as a boilermaker. The boiler-
making trade is not easy; there is a lot
of hard work attached to it. In this State
there is, and always has been, a dearth
of hoilermakers in the workshops and in
ocutside industry., There is always a greaf
deal of concern about being ahle to obtain
8 sufficient number of boilermakers when
there i{s any increased activity in the work-
shops. We cannot afford to have men
driven to the Eastern States and to other
rlaces away from the Midland Junction
Workshops.

‘We have heard the statement on many
occasions that there is & dearth of skilled
tradesmen in the State today. If the
Government continues with its present
policy, we will have the spectacle of the
Commonwealth’s immigration policy being
used to bring allegedly skilled men from
other parts of the world for the purpose of
suppblying the needs of the labour market
in this State. We are losing young men
who are the best tradesmen we have, and
who are our best citizens. These men are
gradually drifting away to Eastern Aus-
tralia. Many of them leave the State,
obtain good employment; and, after a few
years, in the ordinary course of events
they meet a girl, subsequently get married,
and stay in Eastern Australia, never re-
turning te this State at all. I know many
men who have done that,

As a matter of fact, when I was a young
man, a young married fellow who had
gone with me to Eastern Australia—we
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having left the State to gain further
experience—never returned. He was one
of the most capable men and had a first-
rate education, but he never returned to
Western Australia, although his relatives
were at Cottesloe. I know others who have
drifted away in similar fashion. This is
particularly so when there is ne oppor-
tunity for men to apply themselves to a
better type of work, other than purely
maintenance work for which many men are
available. There are men capable of un-
dertaking higher forms of employment;
they prefer to do that type of work
because it stimulates their interest and
their intelligence.

So far as the men in that industry are
concerned, their criticism of the Govern-
ment is well justified. Over the years, the
majority of the men in charge of the
workshops have come from the ranks, and
many have graduated to become civil engi-
neers. I go back over a long period. Some
men graduated from the position of C.M.E.
to that of Commissioner of Railways. They
had the business at their flngertips.

The undoing of the railways took place
when the MeLarfy-Watts Government had
the law amended to provide for three com-
missioners instead of one, At thai stage
they brought in men from India and other
parts of the world who were used to black
labour, From that time on they under-
mined many of the activities of the work-
shops. The employees saw men coming
from India to oceupy higher positions;
they felt they were being superseded and
kept as understrappers. I mention that
because a lot of the difficulties encountered
by the railways, particularly at Midland
Junction, can be traced back to that fact.
We have now reverted to the single com-
missioner system, and I think the new
Commissioner for Railways will he a first-
rate man,

In my opinion, the men have a genuine
complaint. It has emanated from the
men themselves. These uncertain condi-
tions have affected the business interests
of Midland Junction, Bassendean, and the
surrounding areas. Great concern is ex-
pressed at the diminishing number of men
employed at the Midland Junction Work-
shops. The Minister said there would be
no retrenchment; that the lack of balance
which is stated to exist there would be
adjusted by natural wastage; that Is, when
men retire, or when they leave to go else-
where. This number can be estimated at
about 200 men a year. If this situation
continues for a few years, it can well be
imagined how soon the work force in the
Midland Junction Workshops will become
depleted. That will be a very bad thing
for the State.

The Midland Junction Workshops have
been attacked on the ground that they are
a socialistic enterprise, That is all hooey.
They do not talk gbout the General Post
Office being a socialistic enterprise: nor
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do they attempt to undermine its effi-
ciency. But that is what ihey propose to
do in relation to the Midland Junction
Workshops.

There is another State enterprise which
the Government proposes (o sell, and
which has undoubtedly done a good icb in
the Fremantle area. I refer, of course, to
the State Implement Works. In years
gone by, there was practically no engineer-
ing activity associated with the waterfront,
and most of the marine work there was
done by the State Implement Works, by
gualified men who had permanent jobs in
those works. They became most compet-
ent in their particular sphere, and carried
out repairs on overseas ships, and also
on State ships. The ships would arrive
requiring immediate attention, and the
State Implement Works had the work
force to attend to the jobs. Over the years
they carried on and did good work.

The State Implement Works came into
being at the time of the Scaddan Labour
Government to help the farmers obtain
cheap ploughs. They set out to benefit the
farmers of this country and were in com-
petition with Sunshine Harvesters and
Massey Harris, and similar concerns. They
have been an excellent industrial concern in
Fremantle; and, rather than dispose of
them, we should feel proud of them and
endeavour to see that they continue to
exist to serve the Fremantle area.

Another aspect of this amendment deals
with the lack of attempts to control the
upward trend in prices thioughout the
State. There is no doubt that the economic
climate of this State, and of Australia
generally, is experiencing great difficulty.
Because the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court granted increased margins to skilled
workers engaged in the engineering indus-
tries—they were given 28 per cent. increase
—industry proceeded to spread that to the
consumer; and prices of essential com-
modities, including food and clothing,
commenced to rise.

This is reflected in the “C” series index,
which is used to decide what the basic
wage for the ensuing term will be. Judges
make their determination on the evidence
submitted to them. They have recently
agreed to a 28 per cent. marginal increase.
It was never intended—and I am certain
of this fact—that the margins granted to
industrial workers should be applied to the
top men in the Commonwealth Public
Service, as has been done. As members
know, there are certain men in the Com-
monwealth Public Service who are outside
the scope of the Commonwealth Arbitrator:
and in this instance they received the
28 per cent. marginal increase, which
amounted in their case to £900.

There is no doubt the position has got
out of hand zaltogether. Because the
arfisan proved his case in the court for
increased margins, this has had reper-
cussions throughout the economy; and,
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consequently, prices have risen and the cost
of living seems to be increasing all the
time. It is obvious that the Government
which occupies the Treasury Bench today
is not making any effort to control the
spiralling prices. It adopts a laissez faire-
attitude; that is, that things will take their
own course and finally resolve themselves.
But I do not know whether they will.

The Pederal Leader of the Country Party
visited this State recently. His statement
to the Country Party conference on the
question of increased prices and costs gave
their members great concern. He pointed
out that the Commonwealth Government
disclaimed possession of any power to deal
with increases in prices but said the
State Governments had the power. What
did we find here? In the last session of
Parliament the Government repealed the
only law which made an attempt to control
prices. It got a majority and hurriedly
passed a Bill in this House and in another
place, repealing the only legislation which
could restrain the people who exploited
this State. There is considerabie exploita-
tion not only of consumers bhut of the
business community generally.

This question of the increase in prices
is getting out of hand in Australia, but
there is no attempt by the Government
to deal with it. Side by side is the ques-
tion of cartels and combines, which are
growing; and more and more wealth is
being concentrated in their hands. They
are getting control of many producing
establishments in this country. In time
they will have considerably more power,
and that will have a bad effect on the
country. The amendment to the Address-
in-Reply is well justified. The Govern-
ment is deserving of censure for not
tackling these problems as they should
be tackled,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—23.
‘Mr. Bickerton Mr, Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Molr
Mr. Curran Mr. Norton
Mr., Evans Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Graham Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hall Mr. Rowherry
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sewell
Mr. Heal Mr. Toms
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. May
Mr. Jamieson (Teller.)
Noes—24.
Mr. Bovell Mr. W. A. Mannlng
Mr. Brand Sir Ross McLarey
Mr, Burt Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nitnmo
Mr, Court Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Cralg Mr. O'Nell
Mr, Crommelin Mr, Owen
Mr. Grayden Mr. Perking
Mr. Guthrie Mr. Roberts
Dr. Henn Mr. Waitts
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. wild
Mr. Lewls Mr. I. W. Manning
(Teller.)
Pair.

Aye. No.

Mr. Andrew Mr. Mann

[COUNCIL.)

Majority against—1.

Amendment thus negatived.

On motion by Mr. Evans, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.37 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

INFLATION
Measures to Halt Trend

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) Is the Government concerned
about the inflationary trend and
its effect upon production costs?

(2) Would the Premier be prepared
when attending the next Premiers'
Conference to raise the question of
the inflationary trend and request
that all State Premiers and the
Prime Minister aglee on a policy
to introduce complementary mea-
sures to endeavour to halt the



